
MILE OAK
NEWSLETTER

Summer 2 Newsletter

F R I D A Y  2 7 T H  M A Y  2 0 2 2

O n  1 5 t h  M a r c h ,  O f s t e d  c o m p l e t e d  a  f u l l  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  h a s  n o w

b e e n  r e l e a s e d  a n d  w e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  g r a d e d  a s  ‘ G O O D ’

i n  a l l  a r e a s .  

O f s t e d  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t ,  ‘ P u p i l s  f e e l  h a p p y  a n d  s a f e  a t  t h i s  s c h o o l .  T h e y  k n o w  t h a t  s t a f f

h a v e  h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  p u p i l s .  S t a f f  e n c o u r a g e  p u p i l s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  v i s i o n

a n d  ‘ T h i n k  B i g ’  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  a c h i e v e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  P u p i l s  a r e  p r o u d  t o  b e l o n g  t o

t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e y  e n j o y  t h e  r a n g e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  o n  o f f e r .  M e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h

a r e  s t r o n g  t h e m e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  w o r k  t o  s u p p o r t  p u p i l s . ’  

O u r  i n c r e d i b l e  p u p i l s  a r e  w o n d e r f u l  a m b a s s a d o r s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  f o c u s  o f

e v e r y  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  i s  m a d e  a n d  w e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  t h i s  o u t c o m e  a n d  k n o w  t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  h a r d

w o r k ,  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a l l  s t a f f  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f o u r

y e a r s .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  f a i t h  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h a t  p a r e n t s  h a v e  s h o w n .  W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  e x c i t e d

a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  o v e r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r s .  W e  w i l l  b e

t h i n k i n g  B I G !  

T h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  i s  a t t a c h e d  f o r  y o u  t o  r e a d  a n d  e n j o y .  

W e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a  w e l l - e a r n e d  a n d  r e s t f u l  h a l f  t e r m  h o l i d a y  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o

w e l c o m i n g  a l l  c h i l d r e n  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  o n  M o n d a y  6 t h  J u n e .  

 

Think 

Big!

A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E C O U R A G E

Mr. Lording
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Book Swap

We have had another highly

successful Book Swap this half

term. The children absolutely love

the event and it is always so lovely

to see their excitement at being able

to choose a book to take home, from

the wide-range of books on offer.

This half-termly event would not be

possible without the donations from

all of our Mile Oak families so

thank you for your continued

support.

The next book swap will be on

Thursday 14th July 2022



A huge thank you to the following families who entered our Platinum Pudding Competition:

Frankie S - Year 2                Jack P - Year 4             Willo-Louise K - Year 3

Jessica R - Year 4                 Alexia B - Year R          Natasha B - Year 2 

Naomi G - Year 2                  Larisa B - Year 4          Maryria K - Year 4 

Our judges thoroughly enjoyed your creations! All entries will receive a certificate of entry after the

half-term break.

The Mile Oak Platinum Pudding Competition
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Played a variety of traditional games

Enjoyed 'A Timeline of the Queen's Reign' performed by the Rainbow

Theatre

Sang and danced to a full brass band

Decorated pebbles for our Jubilee Garden

Marveled at the Jubilee art produced in our well-being hub

Sang the National Anthem

Queen's Platinum Jubilee

On Friday 27th May, we celebrated the Queen's Platinum Jubilee with a

busy, fun-filled day.

Across the day we:

Learned the significance of this event

The children were an absolute delight, as they always are.

W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  

 M a n y  o f  o u r  s t a f f  h a v e  b e e n  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  J u b i l e e  c e l e b r a t i o n s

w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a t  s c h o o l .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e i r  k i n d  d o n a t i o n s  o f  f o o d  f o r  o u r

a f t e r n o o n  t e a !

W e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  a l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n j o y  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

e v e n t s  o v e r  t h e  b a n k  h o l i d a y  w e e k e n d .



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
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THE LIVING CLASSROOM
W o w !  T h i s  h a l f  t e r m  h a s  f l o w n  b y  a s  r a p i d l y  a s

o u r  g a r d e n  h a s  g r o w n .

W e  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  o u r  l a b o r  b y

h a r v e s t i n g ,  s h a r i n g ,  a n d  t a s t i n g  p r o d u c e  s u c h  a s

R h u b a r b ,  l e t t u c e ,  R a d i s h ,  a n d  B r o a d  B e a n s .  W e

h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v i n g  h o w  t h e  b l o s s o m  a n d  f l o w e r s

a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  f o r m  i n t o  A p p l e s ,  S t r a w b e r r y s ,

R a s p b e r r y s ,  C o u r g e t t e ,  P e a s ,  a n d  B e a n s  a n d  h o w

p o l l i n a t o r s  p l a y  a  h u g e  p a r t  i n  t h i s .  W e  h a v e  a l s o

b e e n  l u c k y  t o  s p o t  b e e s  f l y  i n t o  o u r  b e e  h o t e l s  t o

l a y  e g g s !

O u r  s m a l l  g a r d e n i n g  g r o u p s  c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p r e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a m w o r k ,  k i n d n e s s ,

a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  s t e p  o u t  o f  t h e i r  c o m f o r t  z o n e

b y  h e l p i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  s t i n g i n g  n e t t l e s ,  p i c k i n g  u p  s l u g s  a n d  s n a i l s ,  t a s t i n g  n e w

V e g e t a b l e s ,  p l a y i n g  w i t h  s t i c k y  w e e d ,  w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  l o n g  g r a s s ,  a n d  s m e l l i n g

m a n u r e !  b u t  t h e y  a l w a y s  d o  i t  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r .



C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Y e a r  2  f o r  h a v i n g  w o n

£ 1 5 0  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h  D o w n s  T r u s t  a f t e r

s e n d i n g  i n  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  a n d  l e t t e r s  a b o u t

i d e a s  o n  h o w  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e n a t u r e  o u r

r e t r e a t  a r e a .  L o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  p u t t i n g  y o u r

p l a n s  i n  p l a c e  n e x t  t e r m .

M a n y  o f  y o u  m a y  h a v e  s e e n  T h e  O n e  S h o w

a n d  R a d i o  T w o  a r e  g i v i n g  a w a y  f r e e  s e e d s ,

a l l  y o u  n e e d  t o  d o  i s  p o p  i n t o  e i t h e r

H o m e b a s e  o r  B & M  a s k  f o r  y o u r  f r e e  s e e d s . . .

E a s y !

B B C  R a d i o  2  -  R a d i o  2  a n d  T h e  O n e  S h o w

G o  G r e e n  -  S o w ,  G r o w  a n d  S h o w  

W e  a r e  a l s o  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n

i N a t u r a l i s t  a n  o n l i n e  s o c i a l

n e t w o r k  o f  p e o p l e  r e c o r d i n g  a n d

s h a r i n g  t h e  w e i r d  a n d  w o n d e r f u l

l i v i n g  t h i n g s  w e  f i n d  o n  o u r  s c h o o l

g r o u n d s .  T h e r e  a r e  2 4 4  c i t i e s

t a k i n g  p a r t  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e

a n d  w e  h a v e  a d d e d  M i l e  O a k  S c h o o l

t o  t h e  M a p .  I t  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  o r

d o w n l o a d e d  a s  a  f r e e  a p p .  A l l  t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  i s  u s e d  a s

s c i e n t i f i c  D a t a .  P l e a s e  d o  h a v e  a

l o o k ,  i t  i s  s i m p l e  t o  u s e  a n d  c a n

h e l p  i d e n t i f y  a n y  c r e a t u r e  o r  p l a n t .

THE LIVING CLASSROOM
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OUR LEARNING MENTORS
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T h i s  t e r m  i n  t h e  W e l l  B e i n g  H u b ,  f r i e n d s h i p  g r o u p s  f r o m  t h e  b r e a k  a n d  l u n c h t i m e  c l u b s

h a v e  b e e n  '  c r e a t i v e l y  c o l l a b o r a t i n g ' .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  3  p i e c e s  o f

J u b i l e e  A r t w o r k  f o r  o u r  c e l e b r a t i o n s ! ! !

P r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ,  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  , w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a n d  s h a r i n g  i d e a s  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t o

e a c h  o t h e r  h a v e  h e l p e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  d e s i g n  a n d  m a k e  s o m e  i n c r e d i b l e  p i e c e s  i f  w o r k

t o g e t h e r .

T h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  a r t  w i t h  t h e  Q u e e n  h e r s e l f .  A s  w e

w i l l  b e  s e n d i n g  h e r  m a j e s t y  s o m e  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  a  c a r d  i f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  h a r d  w o r k ! !

W e l l  d o n e  e v e r y o n e  ! !
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P.E. AND SPORT UPDATE
There have been many positives in PE and Sport this half term; however, the most impressive

achievement has been again that over 150 children have been involved in school sport. As a school,

we are always aiming to increase this number, by 'thinking big' and offering a broader range of

activities for an extra-curricular club. Lots of children have been able to try sports that they have

never experienced before such as Badminton in Y4 and Handball in Y6. 

 

On the 23rd May, the Commonwealth Games Baton was received from PACA and all of our children

had the opportunity to run around our Daily Mile holding the baton. The day after six Y6 children ran

from our school to Hangleton to exchange the baton with Kings school in a show of hope and

solidarity.

There are exciting sporting opportunities that will take place in the next half term including: Y3/4

racquets festival, an athletics tournament at Withdean, Y6 girls cricket tournament, and sports day,

amongst many more!

 



Y e a r  6

M u r d e r  M y s t e r y  

O n  M o n d a y  1 6 t h  M a y ,  Y e a r  6  c o m m e n c e d  t h e i r  C r i m e  a n d  P u n i s h m e n t  t o p i c  w i t h  a

m o r n i n g  o f  m a y h e m  a t  o u r  M u r d e r  M y s t e r y  e v e n t .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d e d  a  p a r t y  a t

T h e  P a r a m o u n t  C a s i n o  i n  L a s  V e g a s  a n d  e n j o y e d  p l a y i n g  c a r d  g a m e s ;  w a t c h i n g

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  E l v i s  P r e s l e y ,  P a u l  P i a n o ,  d a n c e r s ,  m a g i c i a n s  a n d

c o m e d i a n s ) ;  h a v i n g  r e f r e s h m e n t s ;  a n d  l o o k i n g  o u t  f o r  s u s p i c i o u s  b e h a v i o u r .  T h e y  h a d

t o  a s k  a n d  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  g u e s s  w h o  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  a  c r i m e  b a s e d  o n  t h e

e v i d e n c e  a n d  t h e i r  s l e u t h i n g  s k i l l s .  W e  h a d  a  f a n t a s t i c  m o r n i n g ,  a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n

r e a l l y  i m m e r s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h i c h  t h e i r  f a b u l o u s  c o s t u m e s  r e a l l y

h e l p e d  w i t h  –  a  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e !  

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
SIX
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S A T s

Y e a r  6  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  i n c r e d i b l y  h a r d  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  S A T s  a n d  w e  w e r e  s o  p r o u d

o f  t h e m  d u r i n g  S A T s  w e e k ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  s o  p o s i t i v e  a n d  f o c u s e d .  W e  e n j o y e d  s e r v i n g

t h e m  b r e a k f a s t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g s  a n d  w e r e  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  b e a n s  o n  t o a s t

t h e y  c o u l d  e a t !  F i n a l l y ,  w e  e n d e d  t h e  w e e k  w i t h  a  r e l a x i n g  S A T s  p i c n i c  o n  t h e  f i e l d ,

f o l l o w e d  b y  l o t s  o f  g a m e s .  T h a n k  y o u  p a r e n t s / c a r e r s  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r

h o m e w o r k ,  r e v i s i o n  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  d e l i c i o u s  f o o d  l a s t  F r i d a y .  



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
FIVE
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Y e a r  5

T h i s  t e r m ,  Y e a r  5  h a v e  b e e n  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  l e a r n i n g  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  A n c i e n t  M a y a .  W e

b e g a n  t h e  t o p i c  w i t h  o u r  s t u n n i n g  s t a r t ,  w h e r e  w e  t a s t e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f

c h o c o l a t e  a n d  l e a r n e d  s o n g s  a b o u t  t h e  M a y a .  A  w e e k  l a t e r ,  w e  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  M a y a  D a y

d e l i v e r e d  b y  P o r t a l s  t o  t h e  P a s t .  C h i l d r e n  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d

w o r k s h o p s  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  p l a y i n g  a  M a y a  b o a r d  g a m e ,  m a k i n g  a  c a l e n d a r ,

c o m p l e t i n g  a  q u i z ,  r e c r e a t i n g  a  p l a y  o f  a  w e l l - k n o w n  m y t h  a n d  e v e n  p l a y i n g  P o k - a - t o k .

O u r  M a y a  t o p i c  h a s  a l s o  i n s p i r e d  l o t s  o f  g r e a t  w r i t i n g ,  l e a r n i n g  i n  H i s t o r y ,  A r t ,  a s  w e l l

S c i e n c e ,  w h e r e  w e  t a s t e d  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  M a y a  c h o c o l a t e  d r i n k .

 .

  
N e x t  h a l f - t e r m ,  w e  w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  o u r  t o p i c  o f  T h e  A n c i e n t  M a y a  f o r  t w o  m o r e

w e e k s  a s  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  s o  m u c h  e x c i t i n g  l e a r n i n g  t o  b e  d o n e .

F o l l o w i n g  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  e m b a r k i n g  o n  o u r  f i n a l  t o p i c  o f  t h e  y e a r  –  E v e r y d a y  H e r o e s .

T h i s  w i l l  i n v o l v e  l o o k i n g  a t  v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  w h o  h e l p  u s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  W e  w i l l  f o c u s  o n

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p r o t e s t  f r o m  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  t h r o u g h  t o  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a ,  M a r c u s

R a s h f o r d  a n d  G r e t a  T h u n b e r g .  

W h i l e  l o o k i n g  a t  w h a t  a r t i s t s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t ,  w e

w i l l  g o  o n  o u r  c l a s s  t r i p .  T h i s  A r t  w a l k  a l o n g  B r i g h t o n  s e a f r o n t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n

T u e s d a y  2 1 s t  J u n e  2 0 2 2 .



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
FOUR
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T i m e s  T a b l e s  –  B e t w e e n  0 6 / 0 6 / 2 2  a n d  2 4 / 0 6 / 2 2 ,  p u p i l s  i n  y e a r  4  w i l l  t a k e  a

s t a t u t o r y  t i m e s  t a b l e  c h e c k  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t . T h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  c u r r e n t l y

p r a c t i s i n g  t h e  s e t  u p  s o  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e d u r e .  P l e a s e  t e s t  y o u r

c h i l d r e n  w h e n e v e r  y o u  c a n  b e c a u s e  k n o w i n g  y o u r  t a b l e s  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  m a k i n g

p r o g r e s s  a c r o s s  t h e  m a t h s  c u r r i c u l u m .

T h e  L i v i n g  C l a s s r o o m  –  w e  w i l l  f i n i s h  m a k i n g  o u r  b i r d  a n d  b u g  h o u s e s  w i t h  M r s

T h o m a s  a n d  t h e n  w e  w i l l  h a r v e s t  t h e  e l d e r  f l o w e r s  t o  m a k e  o u r  v e r y  o w n

e l d e r f l o w e r  c o r d i a l .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  g r a b  a n y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n r i c h  o u r  l e a r n i n g

e i t h e r  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  c l a s s r o o m  o r  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .

W e ’ r e  a r e  s t i l l  g o i n g  t o  b e  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  f r a c t i o n s  n e x t  t e r m  a n d  w e  a r e  s t a r t i n g

t o  s e e  t h e m  e v e r y w h e r e !  G o  f r a c t i o n  s p o t t i n g  o v e r  h a l f  t e r m !

W e  a r e  a l s o  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  Y e a r  4  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  l o c a l

p e r f o r m a n c e  p o e t ,  K a y  W a l t o n ,  o n  c r e a t i n g  a  p o e t r y  t r a i l  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l .  N o t

o n l y  w i l l  Y e a r  4  b e  c r e a t i n g  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  p o e t r y ,  t h e y  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c o n t r i b u t i n g

t o w a r d s  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  c u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l  a s  t h e  t r a i l ,  w i l l  t h e n  b e  u s e d  b y  a l l  y e a r

g r o u p s  –  W a t c h  t h i s  s p a c e !

Y e a r  4

T o p i c  -  W e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  o u r  t o p i c  o f  E x p l o r e r s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h i s  t o p i c

i n t o  t h e  n e x t  h a l f  t e r m  w h e r e  w e  w i l l  b e c o m e  e x p l o r e r s  o u r s e l v e s .  U s i n g  o u r

g e o g r a p h y  s k i l l s ,  w e  w i l l  m a p  o u t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e  M i l e  O a k

a r e a  a n d  i t s  v a r i e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  –  w e  m a y  e v e n  d i s c o v e r  a  p l a c e  w e  h a v e  n e v e r

b e e n  b e f o r e !   D u r i n g  t h i s  o u t i n g ,  w e  w i l l  u s e  p h o t o g r a p h y  t o  r e c o r d  o u r

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  u s e  t h a t  t o  c r e a t e  s o m e  m a p  a r t w o r k .
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YEAR 4 MULTIPLICATION
CHECK 

Every year children in year 4 complete a multiplication tables check. The check is an on screen check

consisting of 25 times table questions up to 12 x 12. On average, the check should take no longer than 5

minutes to complete.

The purpose of the check is to determine whether your child can fluently recall their times tables, which

is essential for future success in mathematics.

The check has been designed so that it is inclusive and accessible to as many children as possible,

including those with special educational needs or disability (SEND) or English as an additional language

(EAL). However, there may be some circumstances in which it will not be appropriate for a pupil to take

the check, even when using suitable access arrangements. If you have any concerns about your child

accessing the check, you should discuss this with your child’s headteacher.

Year 4 will complete this check in June and are already familiar with the format.

As a school, the information gathered through this check will help us to identify if your child may need

additional support in year 5. 

You do not need to do anything additional to prepare your child for the check.

The score will be shared with you in the end of year reports. There is no pass mark for the check.

If you have any questions about the check, please speak to your child's class teacher.

Year 4 - Get practising over the half-term on times tables rock stars.



Y e a r  3  

W e  h a v e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  s t a r t  t o  o u r  S u m m e r

T e r m .  O u r  b i g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  S c i e n c e  h a v e  b e e n

‘ A r e  a l l  p a r t s  o f  a  f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t

i m p o r t a n t ? ’ ‘ W h a t  d o  p l a n t s  n e e d  t o  b e

h e a l t h y ? ’ a n d   ‘ H o w  d o  p l a n t s  g e t  w a t e r ? ’  I n

o r d e r  t o  f i n d  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w e

s e t  u p  a n  e x p e r i m e n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  b e s t

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  s e e d l i n g s  t o  g r o w  i n .  S o m e  o f  t h e

b e a n s  h a v e  g r o w n  v e r y  w e l l  a n d  w e  h o p e  t o

p l a n t  t h e m  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  s o o n .  W e  a l s o  p u t

s o m e  c e l e r y  a n d  w h i t e  f l o w e r s  i n  w a t e r  a n d  f o o d

d y e . T h i s  h e l p e d  u s  t o  v i s u a l i s e  h o w  t h e  w a t e r  i s

t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  t h e  p l a n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  x y l e m ;

l o o k  f o r  t h e  b l u e  t u b e s  i n  t h e  p h o t o  o f  t h e

c e l e r y !  T h e  l i v i n g  C l a s s r o o m  w a s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o

e x p l o r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  p l a n t s  t h a t  w e  e a t ,

t e a c h i n g  u s  t h a t  a l l  p a r t s  o f  f l o w e r i n g  p a r t s  a r e

i m p o r t a n t !

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
THREE
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A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
TWO
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Y e a r  2  

T h e  Y e a r  2  t e a m  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k

t h i s  h a l f  t e r m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e i r  ' S e c r e t  A g e n t  T r a i n i n g ! '  T h e y

h a v e  p u t  s o  m u c h  e f f o r t  i n t o  a l l  t h e i r  w o r k .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g

l o t s  a b o u t  t h e  a m a z i n g  w o r k  o f  M a r y  S e a c o l e ,  E d i t h  C a v e l l  a n d

F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  f a b u l o u s  w o r k ,

i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  b r i l l i a n t  h o m e  m a d e  l a m p s !  T h e y  d r e w  a n d  p a i n t e d

p o r t r a i t s  o f  M a r y  S e a c o l e  a n d  w r o t e  f a n t a s t i c  d i a r i e s  i n  r o l e  a s  M a r y .



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
ONE
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Y e a r  1  -  I f  I  W e r e  a  M i n i b e a s t . . . .

W e  h a d  a  t e r r i f i c  s t a r t  t o  t h i s  t e r m .  

W e  b o a r d e d  t h e  S c i e n c e  B u s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t e r m ,  a n d  h a d  a

c a r o u s e l  o f  S c i e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  o b s e r v i n g  a n d  h a n d l i n g

m i n i b e a s t s ,  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r m  h o l e  o n  t h e  t o p  d e c k  ( ! )

r e s e a r c h i n g  m i n i  b e a s t  f a c t s ,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  g a r d e n  a n d  F o r e s t  a r e a s  t o

l o o k  a t  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  r a n g e  o f  h a b i t a t s  a n d  w h e r e  w o o d l i c e  i n

p a r t i c u l 1 2 a r  c a n  b e  f o u n d .  

A l s o  i n  S c i e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l a b e l l i n g  b o d y  p a r t s  o f  a n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g

h u m a n s ,  f i n d i n g  o u t  a b o u t  h o w  a n i m a l s  c a n  b e  g r o u p e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r

f e a t u r e s  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  e a t .  A g a i n ,  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  a  r i c h

r e s o u r c e  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a n i m a l  n a m e s ,

g r o u p s  a n d  h a b i t a t s .  

A s  p a r t  o f  E n g l i s h  t h i s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  R e p o r t  W r i t i n g ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e

f e a t u r e s  o f  R e p o r t s ,  s u c h  a s  h e a d i n g s ,  l a b e l s ,  c a p t i o n s  a n d  f a c t s .  W e  h a v e

a l s o  w r i t t e n  A n i m a l  R i d d l e s ,  e x p l o r i n g  a d j e c t i v e s  a n d  c l u e  w r i t i n g .  
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A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
ONE

O u r  f o c u s  t e x t  ' Y o u ' r e  C a l l e d  W h a t ? '  b y

K e s  G r a y  a n d  N i k k i  D y s o n  h a s  b e e n

e n j o y e d  b y  s t a f f  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a l i k e .  W e

h a v e  l e a r n e d  s o  m u c h  a b o u t  a  w h o l e

h o s t  o f  f a s c i n a t i n g  c r e a t u r e s ,  a n d  w e

h a v e  a p p l i e d  t h i s  l e a r n i n g  i n  o u r

r e a d i n g  f l u e n c y  s e s s i o n s .  W o r d s  a n d

p h r a s e s   s u c h  a s  ' p i n k  f a i r y  a r m a d i l l o '

a n d  ' s h o v e l n o s e  g u i t a r f i s h '  n o w  t r i p  o f f

t h e  t o n g u e !  

I n  D e s i g n  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  w e  a r e

c r e a t i n g  w h e e l e d  v e h i c l e s .  W e  a r e

e v a l u a t i n g  e x i s t i n g  d e s i g n s ,  a n d

d e s i g n i n g  o u r  o w n  v e h i c l e s .  T h i s

s h a l l  e x t e n d  i n t o  n e x t  h a l f  t e r m ' s

l e a r n i n g .  C h i l d r e n  s h a l l  a s s e m b l e ,

u s i n g  a x e l s ,  w h e e l s  a n d  c h a s s i s .

C h i l d r e n  t h e n  a d d  a d d i t i o n a l

f e a t u r e s ,  u s i n g  j u n k  m o d e l l i n g .  I f

f a m i l i e s  h a v e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  s m a l l

c a r d b o a r d  b o x e s  t h e s e  w i l l  b e

g r a t e f u l l y  r e c e i v e d !

A h e a d  o f  t h e  J u b i l e e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  n e x t

w e e k ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l

A n t h e m  i n  M u s i c ,  a n d  h a v i n g  a  g o  w i t h

B o o m  W h a c k e r s  t o  p l a y  a l o n g !  T h e s e  a r e

t u n e d  p e r c u s s i o n  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  m a d e  o f  a

v e r y  r o b u s t  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  p l a y  a  m u s i c a l

n o t e  w h e n  s t r u c k .  L o t s  o f  f u n ,  a n d

r e q u i r e s  e x c e l l e n t  f o c u s  a n d  l i s t e n i n g !  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  f a m i l i e s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  k e y  s k i l l s  o f  p h o n i c s  a n d

r e a d i n g  a t  h o m e .   

T h e  Y e a r  1  T e a m .  



A MESSAGE FROM
RECEPTION
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T h i s  t e r m  i n  R e c e p t i o n  w e  h a v e  b e e n  o n  o u r  a d v e n t u r e s  i n t o  s t o r y l a n d  a n d

u s i n g  o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  f a n t a s y .  

O u r  f i r s t  i m a g i n a r y  w o r l d  w a s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t o r y  o f  J a c k  a n d  t h e

B e a n s t a l k .  W e  h a d  a n  e x c i t i n g  v i s i t  f r o m  o u r  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  G i a n t .  T h e  c h i l d r e n

w e r e  h o o k e d !  S t o r i e s ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  q u e s t i o n s  g a l o r e  a b o u t  w h e r e  h e  h a d  c o m e

f r o m ,  h o w  w e  c o u l d  h e l p  h i m ,  a n d  i f  w e  h a d  s e e n  a n y  o f  h i s  m i s s i n g  g o l d e n

e g g s !  H e  e v e n  c a m e  b a c k  a  f e w  w e e k s  l a t e r  t o  s e e  i f  w e  h a d  f o u n d  t h e  d r a g o n

w h o  m a d e  h i m  s n e e z e  a n d  b l e w  o u t  t h e  s u n !  T h e  f a b u l o u s  t e x t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e s e

a d v e n t u r e s  w a s  ‘ T h e r e  i s  N o  D r a g o n  i n  T h i s  S t o r y ’  b y  L o u  C a r t e r .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k s  s a w  u s  s h a r e  m a n y  m o r e  q u a l i t y  t e x t s  f e a t u r i n g  d r a g o n s

a n d  o t h e r  m y t h i c a l  c r e a t u r e s ,  k n i g h t s ,  r o y a l  c h a r a c t e r s ,  f a i r i e s  a n d  u n i c o r n s .

‘ H o w  t o  G r o w  a  U n i c o r n ’  b y  R a c h e l  M o r r i s r o e  h a s  i n s p i r e d  m a n y  i m a g i n a r y

d i s c u s s i o n s  a r o u n d  w h a t  f a n t a s y  p l a n t s  w e  c o u l d  g r o w  a n d  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  u s

m a k i n g  o u r  v e r y  o w n  u n i c o r n  p o o p ,  a  m a g i c a l  m a n u r e  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e

s t o r y !  
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O u r  n e x t  t o p i c  i s  b a s e d  a r o u n d  o u r  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  ‘ H e r e ’ s  L o o k i n g  A r o u n d  M e ’  i s

a  j o u r n e y  i n t o  o u r  v e r y  o w n  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a m a z i n g  w o r l d .  W e  w i l l  e x p l o r e  M i l e  O a k

a n d  B r i g h t o n ,  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  a r o u n d  u s ,  o l d  a n d

n e w .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a p p r e c i a t i n g  a l l  t h e  e v e r y d a y  h e r o e s  t h a t  k e e p  o u r  c i t y  m o v i n g

a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  p l a y  o u r  p a r t  i n  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  h o m e .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a

g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  w h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  y o u  d o  a t  h o m e  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  o u r

e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  a l l  o f  o u r  f u t u r e s .  

A l o n g s i d e  t h i s  f u n  w e  h a v e  b e e n  r e g u l a r l y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  L i v i n g  C l a s s r o o m  F o r e s t

S c h o o l  a r e a  l o o k i n g  f o r  f a i r i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f a i r y  d o o r s ,  g r o w i n g  o u r  o w n  b e a n s t a l k s

a n d  b u i l d i n g  s h e l t e r s .  W e  a r e  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  o u r  s t r a w b e r r i e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  s t a r t i n g

t o  b e a r  f r u i t s .

O u r  h a l f  t e r m  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  b r i l l i a n t  w e e k  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f

Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  P l a t i n u m  J u b i l e e .  W e  h a v e  p r o u d l y  l e a r n t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A n t h e m ,

r e v i s i t e d  t h e  Q u e e n ’ s  H a t  b y  S t e v e  A n t o n y  a n d  m a d e  m o d e l s  c a s t l e s  a n d  p a l a c e s .  
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Topics for Summer 2

Reception - Here’s Looking Around Me 

Year 1 - Let's Go Green

Year 2 - Brighton Open House 

Year 3 - Who Were The Ancient

Egyptians? 

Year 4 - Journeys

Year 5 - Heroes

Year 6 - Moving On 

Core Reading Texts for Summer 2

Reception - Nature Trail: Benjamin Zephaniah/A Mouse Called

Julian: Joe Todd-Stanton/Busy People-Occupations: Lucy

George 

Year 1: The Egg drop Wangari's /Trees of Peace Avocado baby –

Burningham

Year 2: Winter’s Child/ Rabbit and Bear- Rabbit’s Bad Habits 

Year 3: Varjak Paw

Year 4: Kenzuke’s Kingdom (Michael Morpurgo)

Year 5: The Explorer

Year 6: Happy Here (Transition Text)

P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e  a n d  s e l e c t  y o u r

c h i l d ' s  y e a r  g r o u p  t o  v i e w  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m

o v e r v i e w  f o r  t h e i r  y e a r  g r o u p .  T h i s  d e t a i l s

w h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  l e a r n i n g  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h i c h  c o n c e p t s  a n d  t i m e  p e r i o d s

c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o v e r ,  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  m a p s  s h o w

t h e  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t .  

A s  a  s c h o o l  w e  f o c u s  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

c h i l d r e n ’ s  c a p a c i t y  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  u s e

s p e e c h  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  a n d

c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  o t h e r .  

P l e a s e  d i s c u s s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  o n  t h e

c u r r i c u l u m  m a p s  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a t  h o m e .

 



O u r  m u c h - l o v e d  S c i e n c e  W e e k  i s  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  a

b a n g  n e x t  t e r m .  T h e  t h e m e  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  S c i e n c e

W e e k  w i l l  b e  W o m e n  i n  S c i e n c e .  D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k

b e g i n n i n g  2 7 t h  J u n e  2 0 2 2 ,  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e

f o c u s i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  i n  s c h o o l  o n

S c i e n c e

W e  w o u l d  l o v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  t o o .  O n  t h e  F r i d a y  o f  S c i e n c e

W e e k ,  1 s t  J u l y  2 0 2 2 ,  w e  w i l l  h a v e  a  S c i e n c e  D r e s s i n g - u p  d a y .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  i n v i t e d

t o  w e a r  a n y t h i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  S c i e n c e  t o  s c h o o l  o n  t h a t  d a y .  E x t r a  h o u s e p o i n t s  ( a n d

p o s s i b l y  p r i z e s )  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  o u t  f o r  c o s t u m e s  w h i c h :

·  C e l e b r a t e  c r e a t i v i t y  –  h o m e m a d e  i s  a l w a y s  b e s t !

·  H i g h l i g h t  W o m e n  i n  S c i e n c e

·  D e m o n s t r a t e  a  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e ,  e . g .  m a g n e t i s m

W e  a r e  a l s o  p l a n n i n g  t o  i n v i t e  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s  t o  a t t e n d  Y e a r  G r o u p  a s s e m b l i e s

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k  s o  c h i l d r e n  c a n  p r e s e n t  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  S c i e n c e

W e e k .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e s e  t o  f o l l o w .

SCIENCE WEEK
F R I D A Y  2 7 T H  M A Y  2 0 2 2



June 

W/C 06.06.22  Whole School – New Class lists for September will be published to Parents/Carers

Mon 06.06.22  Year 6 – Chestnut Class on crime and punishment tour around Brighton

Tues 07.06.22  Year 6 – Blackthorn Class on crime and punishment tour around Brighton

Tues 07.06.22  Year 3 – Ash Class visiting Brighton Museum 

Wed 08.06.22  Year 6 – Sycamore Class on crime and punishment tour around Brighton

Wed 08.06.22  Year 3 – Beech Class visiting Brighton Museum

Thurs 09.06.22  Year 3 – Cheery Class visiting Brighton Museum

Fri 10.06.22  Whole School Transition – Circle time in new classes

Fri 10.06.22 2:15pm  Time to Talk Transition - Please join us for an open discussion around your

child's move to their new class next year. Learn why we are mixing our class groups and hear how

you can support your child through their transition into the year above and beyond.

Tues 14.06.22  Reception – Ladybird visiting Mile Oak Farm

Wed 15.06.22  Reception – Dragonfly visiting Mile Oak Farm

Wed 15.06.22  Year 6 – Residential / Activity Week

Thurs 16.06.22  Year 6 – Residential / Activity Week

Fri 17.06.22  Reception Screening 

Fri 17.06.22  Year 6 – Residential / Activity Week

Fri 17.06.22 2:15pm  Time to Talk Diversity - We are looking to form a working party of parents to

share their thoughts and ideas on how we can develop areas of the curriculum to ensure it reflects our

diverse Mile Oak world community.

W/C 20.06.22  Time to Talk Let's get cooking! - Join us for the first of our food and cooking sessions

where each half term we will hold a different nutrition related event based around budget friendly

healthy eating.

Wed 20.06.22  Reception Screening 

Tues 21.06.22  Year 5 – Art walk around Brighton 

Wed 22.06.22  Year 1 – Visit to Church of the Good Shepherd

Wed 22.06.22  Whole School Transition – Story time 

Fri 24.06.22  RE Big Read 

Fri 24.06.22  Year 6 – PACA Tea Party

Fri 24.06.22  FOMO - Mile Oak Summer Fair 

W/C 27.06.22  Science Week 

Thurs 30.06.22  Year 6 – PACA transition day 



July

Fri 01.07.22  Time to Talk Active kids - This session will be used to share information and ideas on

budget friendly ways to keep your children active and learning over the summer holidays.

Mon 04.07.22  New Reception Starters – Play picnic

Tues 05.07.22  Whole School Transition – Writing 

Wed 06.07.22  Year 6 – Shoreham transition day 

W/C 11.07.22  Time to Talk Book share - All parents from Year 1 to 6 are invited to join their children

in class to share their workbooks and celebrate the progress they have made over the course of the

year.

Mon 11.07.22  Sports Day – Reception, Year 1 & 2

Mon 11.07.22  Whole School Transition – Publishing 

Tues 12.07.22  Sports Day – Years 3 – 6

Tues 12.07.22  Reception visiting i360

Wed 13.07.22  New Reception Starters – Story time 

Thurs 14.07.22  Mile Oak Book Swap

Fri 15.07.22  Year 6 Summer Fair

Fri 15.07.22  Year 6 Dinner and Disco 

Fri 15.07.22  Reports issued to Parents/Carers

Mon 18.07.22  New Reception Starters – Story time 

Mon 18.07.22  Time to Talk New Beginnings - We would like to invite our current Reception parents

to join our new Reception parents. You will spend some time in our Reception classes celebrating your

child's progress and also take part in a Forest School session.

Wed 20.07.22  FOMO – School Disco

Thurs 21.07.22  End of Summer Term 



MILE OAK 
SAFEGUARDING TEAM

F R I D A Y  2 7 T H  M A Y  2 0 2 2



COMMUNICATION
F R I D A Y  2 7 T H  M A Y  2 0 2 2

We have received excellent feedback regarding our new communication protocol for staff and parents. All

communication is logged by the admin team and tracked for a response. 

Whilst it can sometimes feel simpler to grab a teacher at the end of the day, this means staff are not able to

supervise children who they are releasing to parents. Before school, it is vital that teachers can fully prepare for

the day ahead and many of them run early morning interventions. In addition, our wonderful admin team track

communication which means it does not get lost in a busy email inbox or become a forgotten question at the end of

the school day.

Once initial communication has been made, staff will respond within 2 working days. If a face-to-face meeting is

required, the relevant member of staff will made an appointment for a mutually convenient time. 

The Admin team are very happy to take calls, emails or even messages in the postbox out side of the reception

area and will ensure your query, concern or compliment is passed on to the correct members of staff. 

For more further information on our communication protocol, please visit our website.

 

Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue,

Portslade, BN41 2WN

01273 077114

office@mileoak.brighton-hove.sch.uk
http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk



BIKE WEEK
S U M M E R  2  N E W S L E T T E R 2 7 T H  M A Y  2 0 2 2

W e  h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  a b o u t  a  f a n t a s t i c  e v e n t  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i g h t o n  o n

S u n d a y  1 2 t h  J u n e .  T h i s  e v e n t  w i l l  b e  a i m e d  a t  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  a c t i v i t y  o f

c y c l i n g .  

S o m e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  b e i n g  h e l d  o n  t h i s  d a y  a r e  a  f a m i l y  o r i e n t a t e d  b i k e  t r a i n

r u n n i n g  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i g h t o n  t o  S t a n m e r  P a r k  a n d  b a c k  a g a i n .  T h i s  i s  a

g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r i d e  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  a  s a f e  a n d  f u n  w a y .  

T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c y c l i n g  e x p e r t s ,  w h o  w i l l  b e  m o r e  t h a n  h a p p y  t o  o f f e r  h e l p  a n d

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s :  b i k e  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r i d i n g  a s  a  f a m i l y  a n d  h o w  t o  g e t

s t a r t e d  i n  c y c l i n g .

A n o t h e r  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d a y  i s  t h e  f e m a l e  f r i e n d l y  a n d  w o m e n  o n l y  r i d e s  o n  o f f e r .  

M i l e  O a k  s c h o o l  h a v e  m a d e  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  o u r  v e r y  o w n  f l e e t  o f  s c h o o l  b i k e s ,

w h i c h  w e  a r e  r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  u s i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l .  

S e e  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  l i n k :  

h t t p s : / / w w w . c y c l i n g u k . o r g / e v e n t / u n i v e r s i t y - b r i g h t o n - c o m m u n i t y - b i k e - t r a i n



Thank you to everyone for your support

so far! We have lots coming up over the

Summer term and beyond, and we

wouldn't be able to do it without the

support of everyone in the school

community.  

FOMO's Next Meeting will be

Monday 13th June at 7pm

Mile Oak Pub Function Room


