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D ear  Fami l i e s ,

As  we  move  thro ugh  the  au t umn  t e rm ,  I ’ m  exc i t e d  t o  shar e  s ome  o f  the  fant as t i c  l earning
exp e r i enc e s  o u r  chi l d r en  have  b e en  en j oy ing  ac ro ss  the  s cho o l .  I t ’ s  b e en  a  b usy  an d
insp i r ing  fe w  we e ks  he r e  a t  M i l e  O ak ,  fu l l  o f  c r eat ivi t y ,  c u r io s i t y  an d  communit y  sp i r i t .
We ’ r e  inc r e d ib ly  p ro u d  o f  how  we l l  a l l  o u r  p up i l s  have  s e t t l e d  int o  the  ne w  s cho o l  year.
The i r  r e s i l i enc e,  enthus i asm  an d  c u r io s i t y  make  M i l e  O ak  a  fant as t i c  pl ac e  t o  b e .

O u r  c l as s ro oms  an d  b eyon d ,  have  b e en  b uzz ing  with  exc i t ement  an d  ac t ivi t y :
Year  4  t o ok  a  t r i p  b ack  in  t ime  du r ing  the i r  vi s i t  t o  H amp t on  C o u r t  Pal ac e ,  s t ep p ing
int o  Tu dor  hi s t or y .
Year  6  b e came  Vi k ings  for  the  day ,  than ks  t o  a  b r i l l i ant l y  han ds - on  wor kshop  that
b ro ught  anc i ent  hi s t or y  t o  l i fe .
Year  5  expl or e d  the  won d e rs  o f  A nc i ent  G r e e c e  in  an  engag ing  theme d  wor kshop .
Year  2  inve s t i ga t e d  the  d ramat i c  event s  o f  the  G r eat  Fi r e  o f  Lon don  thro ugh  an  exc i t ing
an d  in format ive  wor kshop  –  an d  even  r e c r eat e d  the  f i r e  thems e lve s  by  s a fe ly  b u rning  the
mo d e l  ho us e s  they  ha d  b u i l t  o u t  on  the  f i e l d ,  b r ing ing  hi s t or y  vivi d ly  t o  l i fe !
Year  3  have  b e en  conne c t ing  with  nat u r e  du r ing  the i r  for e s t  s cho ol  s e ss ions ,  d eve l op ing
envi ronment a l  awar ene ss  an d  t eamwor k  sk i l l s  in  the  g r eat  o u t do ors .

We ’ r e  exc i t e d  t o  int ro duc e  o u r  ne w  P up i l  Parl i ament !
The s e  e l e c t e d  r ep r e s ent a t ive s  from  ac ro ss  the  s cho o l  have  a l r ea dy  b e g un  the i r  imp or t ant
ro l e  in  l i s t ening  t o  the i r  p e e r s ,  ga the r ing  i d eas  an d  he lp ing  shap e  imp rovement s  ac ro ss  M i l e
O ak .  I t ’ s  a  fant as t i c  way  for  p up i l s  t o  t ake  owne rship  o f  the i r  s cho o l  exp e r i enc e  an d  d eve l op
l ea d e r ship  sk i l l s .  We ’ r e  p ro u d  o f  the  enthus i asm  an d  r e sp ons ib i l i t y  they ’ ve  shown  s o  far.

We ’ r e  a l s o  pl eas e d  t o  anno unc e  o u r  b ran d - ne w  Scho ol  Fo o d  A mb ass adors .  Thi s  g ro up  o f
p up i l s  wi l l  b e  wor k ing  with  o u r  k i t chen  t eam  an d  s cho o l  s t a ff  t o  g ive  fe e db ack  on  meal s ,
s ug g e s t  imp rovement s  an d  he lp  p romo t e  heal thy ,  en j oyab l e  ea t ing  exp e r i enc e s  for  eve r yone.
I t ’ s  ano the r  fant as t i c  exampl e  o f  how  o u r  p up i l s  ar e  mak ing  a  r ea l  d i ffe r enc e  in  o u r  s cho o l
communit y .

On  3 r d  Novemb e r ,  we  wi l l  b e  ho l d ing  o u r  f i r s t  ‘ Insp i r ing  Vo ic e s ’  comp e t i t ion  a t  s cho o l .
Chi l d r en  in  KS 2  wi l l  have  the  chanc e  t o  us e  the i r  vo i c e s  for  go o d  an d  insp i r e  o the r s .  They
wi l l  wr i t e ,  p rac t i c e  an d  d e l ive r  a  shor t  sp e e ch  on  a  t op i c  they  ar e  ve r y  p ass ionat e  ab o u t .  I
canno t  wa it  t o  b e  insp i r e d  by  o u r  amaz ing  yo ung  p e opl e !
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A  hug e  w el l  done  t o  o u r  g i r l s '  an d  b oys '  fo o tb al l  t eams ,  who  have  r ep r e s ent e d  M i l e  O ak
with  p r i d e ,  t eamwor k ,  an d  g r eat  sp or t ing  sp i r i t .

We ’ ve  l aunche d  o u r  b ran d - ne w  O racy  Champ ions  Awar d ,  r e co gni s ing  p up i l s  who
d emons t ra t e  exc e l l ent  communicat ion ,  sp eak ing ,  an d  l i s t ening  sk i l l s .

Thi s  hal f  t e rm ,  we  have  a l s o  int ro duc e d  o u r  Att en danc e  Sup e rhe ro e s  b o ar d  an d  chi l d r en
have  b e en  int ro duc e d  t o  the  exc i t ing  ‘ P l ane t  Pl ayt ime ’ .  E ach  we e k ,  eve r y  c l as s  that  achi eve s
9 6 %  or  ab ove  a t t en danc e  wi l l  move  on  one  pl ane t  on  the  b o ar d .  When  a  c l as s  r eache s
‘ P l ane t  Pl ayt ime ’ ,  they  wi l l  earn  an  ext ra  1 5  minut e s  o f  pl ay t ime  as  a  r e war d !  A ny  c l as s
who  achi eve s  1 0 0 %  at t en danc e  for  a  we e k  wi l l  move  on  t wo  pl ane t s !  In  a d d i t ion ,  eve r y  chi l d
who  achi eve s  a t  l eas t  9 6 %  at t en danc e  for  a  hal f  t e rm  i s  ent e r e d  int o  a  p r i z e  d raw  t o  win  a
t r eat .  Thi s  hal f  t e rm  i t  i s  a  H o t  Cho col at e  Fr i day  w i th  me.

O u r  w e e k ly  ass emb l i e s  cont inu e  t o  b e  a  won d e r fu l  sp ac e  for  chi l d r en  t o  shar e  the i r  own
achi evement s  an d  c e l e b rat ions  –  b u i l d ing  con fi d enc e,  t a l k ing  sk i l l s  an d  a  s t rong  s ens e  o f
b e l ong ing .

A  hear t fe l t  than k  yo u  t o  eve r yone  who  s up p or t e d  o u r  r e c ent  C o sy  D ay  fun d ra i s e r,  organi s e d
by  o u r  d e d i cat e d  Par ent  Teache r  Ass o c i at ion  ( P TA ) .  Yo u r  g ene ro s i t y  he lp s  us  t o  cont inu e
enr i ching  s cho o l  l i fe .  We ’ r e  c u rr ent l y  r e - e s t ab l i shing  the  P TA  an d  we  warmly  invi t e  any
fami l i e s  int e r e s t e d  in  g e t t ing  invo lve d  t o  r each  o u t .  I t ’ s  a  g r eat  way  t o  s up p or t  the  s cho o l
an d  conne c t  with  o the r  p ar ent s  an d  car e r s .  I f  yo u  ar e  int e r e s t e d ,  pl eas e  cont ac t
o ffi c e @ mi l e o ak . b r i ght on - hove. s ch . u k  

The  Mo s aic  G ro up  cont inu e  t o  wor k  c l o s e ly  with  the  s cho o l .  Mo s a i c  ar e  a  g ro up  o f  p ar ent s
navi gat ing  the  up s  an d  downs  o f  ra i s ing  chi l d r en  with  sp e c i al  e ducat ional  ne e ds  ( SE ND ) .
The  g ro up  was  forme d  t o  s up p or t  each  o the r,  shar e  exp e r i enc e s ,  an d  wor k  with  the  s cho o l  t o
he lp  make  things  b e t t e r  for  o u r  chi l d r en .  I f  yo u  ar e  int e r e s t e d  in  t a l k ing  with  the  g ro up  or
j o ining ,  pl eas e  ema i l  mi l e . o ak . mo s a ic @ gmai l . com

We  want  t o  t ake  a  moment  t o  ext en d  o u r  hear t fe l t  than ks  t o  o u r  inc r e d ib l e  s t a ff  t eam  an d
o u r  s up p or t ive  fami l i e s .

To  o u r  t eache rs  an d  s up p or t  s t a ff  –  than k  yo u  for  yo u r  p ass ion ,  d e d i cat ion  an d  c r eat ivi t y
in  mak ing  each  day  a  meaning ful  l earning  exp e r i enc e  for  o u r  chi l d r en .  To  o u r  p ar ent s  an d
car e rs  –  than k  yo u  for  yo u r  cont inu e d  p ar tne r ship ,  enco u rag ement ,  an d  invo lvement .
Whe the r  i t ’ s  s up p or t ing  l earning  a t  home,  a t t en d ing  event s  or  vo l unt e e r ing  yo u r  t ime,  yo u r
cont r ib u t ion  make s  a  r ea l  d i ffe r enc e .  To g e the r,  we  ar e  b u i l d ing  a  s cho o l  communit y  whe r e
eve r y  chi l d  fe e l s  that  they  b e l ong  an d  they  can  thr ive .

Scho o l  r e op ens  a ft e r  hal f  t e rm  on  Mon day ,  3 r d  Novemb e r .

Than k  yo u ,  as  a l ways ,  for  yo u r  cont inu e d  s up p or t .  I t ’ s  thro ugh  s t rong  p ar tne rship s  b e t we en
s cho o l  an d  home  that  we  c r eat e  the  b e s t  p o ss ib l e  exp e r i enc e  for  o u r  chi l d r en .  We  l o ok
for war d  t o  an  exc i t ing  an d  s uc c e ss fu l  s e con d  hal f  o f  the  t e rm .

A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E C O U R A G E

Mr. Lording
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The  chi l d r en  a t  L i t t l e  O aks  have  ha d  a  fun  an d  b usy  s t ar t  t o
the  ne w  t e rm .  We  have  we l come d  l o t s  o f  l ove ly  ne w  fami l i e s
an d  thoro ughly  en j oye d  g e t t ing  t o  know  o u r  ne w  fr i en ds .  O u r
sp e c i a l  s t ay  an d  pl ay  event ,  for  o u r  ne w  fami l i e s ,  was  a  g r eat
op p or t unit y  for  g rownup s  t o  g e t  t o  know  each  o the r  an d  for
the  chi l d r en  t o  show  the i r  home  a dul t s  how  they  l earn  an d
pl ay  a t  L i t t l e  O aks .  

At  L i t t l e  O aks ,  we  l ove  g e t t ing  me ssy !  Thi s  hal f  t e rm ,  the  chi l d r en
have  expl or e d  a  wi d e  rang e  o f  s ens or y  pl ay ,  inc l u d ing  fo am ,  p a int ,
pl ay do ugh  an d  s o i l .  The s e  ac t ivi t i e s  have  no t  only  b e en  l o t s  o f  fun
b ut  have  a l s o  s up p or t e d  f ine  an d  g ro ss  mo t or  sk i l l  d eve l opment  an d
b u i l t  the  chi l d r en ’ s  con fi d enc e  in  expl or ing  ne w  t ext u r e s .

We  r ea d  the  b eau t i fu l  s t or y  ‘ O wl  Bab i e s ’ ,  by  M ar t in  Wa d d e l l .  The
chi l d r en  l earne d  that  even  tho ugh  the i r  home  a dul t s  mi ght  l eave,
they  a l ways  come  b ack  –  j us t  l i ke  the  mummy  owl  in  the  s t or y .  We
ma d e  o u r  own  fl u ffy  owl  chi cks  us ing  b l ack  p ap e r  an d  co t t on  wo o l
an d  the  chi l d r en  l ove d  r e t e l l ing  the  s t or y  us ing  owl  s o ft  t oys .

We  a l s o  r e int ro duc e d  o u r  Zone s  o f  R e g ul a t ion ;  s up p or t ing  the  chi l d r en  in  un d e rs t an d ing
an d  manag ing  the i r  emo t ions .  We  shar e d  the  b o ok  ‘ Some t ime s  I  Fe e l  Sunny ’ ,  by  G i l l i an
Shi e l ds .  The  chi l d r en  ha d  fun  copy ing  the  d i ffe r ent  fac i a l  exp r e s s ions  an d  l o ok ing  a t
thems e lve s  in  the  mi rror  t o  r e co gni s e  how  emo t ions  can  l o ok  an d  fe e l .

We  ha d  a  sp e c i a l  vi s i t  from  H annah ,  from  Farm  Scho o l ,  who  sp oke  t o  the  chi l d r en  ab o ut
the  chang ing  s eas ons .  To g e the r,  we  t a l ke d  ab o u t  fa l l ing  l eave s ,  animal s  p r ep ar ing  for
hib e rnat ion  an d  even  pl ant e d  acorns  t o  t ake  home.  H annah  shar e d  that  an  o ak  t r e e  can
t ake  up  t o  1 0 0  years  t o  fu l l y  g row  –  a  l ove ly  conne c t ion  t o  o u r  s e t t ing ' s  name !

Fo l l owing  H annah ’ s  vi s i t ,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e en  fu l l y  imme rs e d  in  the  co l o u rs  o f
au t umn .  We  wal ke d  t o  For e s t  Scho o l ,  co l l e c t e d  l eave s  an d  expl or e d  co l o u r  mix ing  with
p a int s  t o  r e c r eat e  the  vib rant  sha d e s  o f  the  s eas on .

. . .  The  L i t t l e  O aks  Nu rs e r y  Team



A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION

We  co ul dn ’ t  g e t  thro ugh  a  day  in  r e c ep t ion  witho ut  o u r  no s e s  in  a  go o d  b o ok !  Ove r  the  hal f
t e rm  we ’ ve  b e en  s o  b usy  g e t t ing  t o  know  s t or i e s  we l l  an d  have  d eve l op e d  s ome  fi rm
favo u r i t e s .  

‘ Mon key  an d  M e ’  we  went  t o  s e e . . .  Emi ly  G rave t t ' s  won d e r fu l  t a l e  o f  a  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  animal
ant i c s  with  he r  mo s t  t r eas u r e d  t oy  has  b e en  r ea d  an d  r e r ea d  he r e  in  R e c ep t ion .  We  l ove  the
rhyme  an d  r ep e t i t i on  an d  have  en j oye d  innovat ing  the  s t or y  t o  inc l u d e  o u r  own  sp e c i a l  t oys .
We  have  wor ke d  har d  ora l l y  r ehears ing  l ine s  from  the  s t or y ,  g e t t ing  r ea dy  t o  have  a  go  a t
o u r  f i r s t  p i e c e  o f  narrat ive  wr i t ing !  
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R e c ep t ion  chi l d r en  have  ha d  a  b r i l l i ant  s t ar t  t o  the i r  l earning  j o u rney .
The  fi r s t  fe w  we e ks  o f  g e t t ing  t o  know  each  o the r  an d  s e t t l ing  in  t o
s cho o l  l i fe  went  s o  we l l .  We  ar e  s o  p ro u d  o f  a l l  o f  them !  

Chi l d r en  have  qu i ck ly  l earnt  the  ro u t ine s  an d  exp e c t a t ions  for  phonics
t eaching  an d  l earning  -  they  arr ive  eag e r  for  the i r  s e s s ions ,  l i s t en  we l l
an d  g ive  a l l  t asks  a  go .  We  ar e  s o  imp r e ss e d  with  how  they  ar e  l in k ing
l e t t e r s  t o  s o un ds ,  s e gment ing  an d  b l en d ing  ora l l y  an d  even  b e g inning  t o
wor d  r ea d  -  j us t  WOW !  

A nyone  for  p orr i dg e ! ?  We  know  a  p ar t i c u l ar  g i r l  that  i s  p ar t i a l  t o  a  b owl
that  i s  ‘ j us t  r i ght ‘  b u t  what ’ s  yo u r  favo u r i t e  fo o d ?  ’ G o l d i l o cks  an d  the
Thr e e  B ears ’  no t  only  int ro duc e d  us  t o  imp or t ant  narrat ive  s t r uc t u r e s  b u t
a l s o  insp i r e d  a  won d e r fu l  expl orat ion  o f  favo u r i t e  fo o ds  as  we l l  as
ske t che s  an d  d i s c uss ions  ab o u t  the  sp e c i a l  p e opl e  in  o u r  own  fami l i e s .  
We  know  the  r ep eat e d  r ehears a l  t o  ‘ I t ’ s  My  Bi r th day ’  by  H e l en  Oxenb u r y
o ff  by  hear t  an d  the  s t or y  insp i r e d  r e c ip e ,  car d  an d  invi t a t ion  wr i t ing ,
b i r th day  ro l e - pl ay  an d  even  b ak ing  r ea l  b i r th day  cake s  -  d e l i c io us .  

O u r  ' Bo oknic ’  w i th  o u r  year  s ix  fr i en ds  was  a  r ea l  hi ghl i ght  whe r e  we
enj oye d  b o ok  b rows ing  an d  shar ing  s ome  qu al i t y  s t or i e s  with  them  on  a
p i cnic  b l an ke t  on  the  s cho o l  f i e l d .  We  even  p r ep ar e d  for  the  o c cas ion  by
mak ing  s an dwiche s  an d  i c ing  b i s c u i t s .  I t ’ s  fa i r  t o  s ay  the  event  was  a  hi t
with  a l l  the  chi l d r en !    
Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the  p ar ent s  an d  car e r s  that  have  a t t en d e d  o u r  R e c ep t ion
r ea d ing  me e t ings .  I t ’ s  s o  imp or t ant  that  yo u  hear  ab o u t  o u r  ap p ro ach  an d
p rovi s ion  a t  M i l e  O ak  s o  that  yo u  ar e  fu l l y  e qu ip p e d  t o  s up p or t  yo u r
chi l d  a t  home.  P l eas e  come  an d  s e e  us  i f  yo u  co ul dn ’ t  make  i t ;  i t ’ s
thro ugh  wor k ing  t o g e the r  that  yo u r  chi l d r en  wi l l  thr ive  in  the i r  r ea d ing .  

As  i f  that  wasn ’ t  eno ugh ,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e come  s uch  in d ep en d ent  l earne rs  in  o u r
envi ronment s .  They  l ove  pl ay ing  an d  l earning  t o g e the r  b o th  ins i d e  an d  o u t s i d e .  The  ro l e  pl ay
ar eas  ar e  a l ways  b usy  an d  the  r e c ent  car  wash ,  with  r ea l  wat e r,  has  b e en  a  p ar t i c u l ar
favo u r i t e !  
O u r  t op i c  has  b e en  b ro ught  t o  l i fe  by  s eve ra l  ve r y  sp e c i a l  b aby  vi s i t or s -  than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the
fami l i e s  that  s up p or t e d  thi s !  A l l  the  b aby  pho t o g raphs  have  b e en  a  j oy  t o  shar e  an d  the
chi l d r en  have  b e en  mak ing  l in ks  with  the i r  own  p as t s  thro ugh  t a l k ing  ab o u t  how  they  have
chang e d  s inc e  they  we r e  l i t t l e .  The  s cho o l  nu rs e  has  a l s o  b e en  t o  s e e  us  t o  s up p or t  thi s
conc ep t .  
 P l eas e  cont inu e  t o  name  eve r y thing  as  we  ent e r  the  p e r io d  o f  hat s ,  g l ove s  an d  warm  co at s !
We  wi l l  b e  l earning  o u t s i d e  as  we l l  as  ins i d e ,  s o  pl eas e  d r e s s  yo u r  chi l d r en  ap p rop r i a t e l y .  As
a  l i t t l e  p r evi e w  o u r  next  t op i c  i s  ca l l e d  ‘ I t ’ s  g e t t ing  dar ke r ’ .  As  the  weathe r  chang e s  an d  the
s eas ons  fl ow ,  we  wi l l  expl or e  fe s t iva l s  an d  c e l e b rat ions  from  aro un d  the  worl d  an d  expl or e
nat u r e  an d  o u r  l o ca l  hab i t a t s ,  inc l u d ing  o u r  for e s t  s cho o l  ar ea .  We  can' t  wa i t  t o  s e e  whe r e
o u r  l earning  an d  o u r  s t or i e s  wi l l  t ake  us  next  hal f  t e rm !  

. . .  The  R e c ep t ion  Team  
 



What  a  b usy  s t ar t  t o  the  ne w  s cho o l  year  St ar l ing  an d  G o l d finch
cl ass  have  ha d !  We  ar e  ve r y  imp r e ss e d  with  how  the  chi l d r en  have
s e t t l e d  int o  Year  1  an d  the i r  enthus i asm  t owar ds  the  l earning .  The
chi l d r en  have  a l l  a dap t e d  we l l  t o  the  chang e s  o f  KS 1  an d  sho ul d  b e
p ro u d  o f  the  fant as t i c  wor k  they  have  p ro duc e d !

Thi s  t e rm  we  have  en j oye d  g e t t ing  s t uck  int o  o u r  f i r s t  t op i c  ‘ O u t
an d  Ab o ut ’ .  

In  G e o g raphy ,  we  have  b e en  l earning  a l l  ab o u t  o u r  l o ca l  ar ea  by
expl or ing  the  s cho o l  g ro un ds ,  For e s t  Scho o l  an d  even  M i l e  O ak !  We
have  b e g un  us ing  a t l as e s ,  G o o g l e  M ap s  an d  G o o g l e  E ar th  t o  f in d
whe r e  we  ar e  in  the  worl d  an d  t o  he lp  us  name  an d  l o cat e  the
Unit e d  King dom ’ s  co unt r i e s .  We  have  a l s o  sp oken  ab o ut  the  chang e s
that  ar e  hap p ening  in  o u r  l o ca l  ar ea ,  s uch  as  the  s eas ons  an d
weathe r  chang ing .  

To  cons o l i dat e  the  l earning  o f  o u r  O ut  an d  Ab o ut  t op i c ,  we  went  on
a  wal k  aro un d  the  l o ca l  ar ea  s t op p ing  a t  key  l an dmar ks  s uch  as  the
Chu rch  o f  the  G o o d  Shephe r d  an d  M i l e  O ak  Farm .  We  we r e  s o  l ucky
t o  have  a  t a l k  from  Fathe r  D avi d  who  t o l d  us  ab o u t  the  d i ffe r ent
c e l e b rat ions  an d  c e r emoni e s  that  ar e  he l d  a t  the  Chu rch .  H annah
from  M i l e  O ak  Farm  t aught  us  ab o u t  d i ffe r ent  l an ds cap e s  on  the
farm  an d  we  ma d e  l an ds cap e  p i c t u r e s  us ing  nat u ra l  r e s o u rc e s -  i t
was  s uch  fun !  

Thro ugho ut  thi s  hal f  t e rm  we  have  b e en  wor k ing  on  o u r  Year  1
“ wr i t ing  r u l e s ”  within  Eng l i sh .  We  can  a l l  t e l l  yo u  what  a  go o d
s ent enc e  ne e ds  an d  we  p u t  thi s  int o  p rac t i c e  when  wr i t ing  a  r e co unt
o f  o u r  s cho o l  t r i p !

We  have  s t ar t e d  o u r  G u i d e d  R ea d ing  l e s s ons  whe r e  we  have  r ea d  the
t ext s  ‘ R uby ’ s  Worr y ’ ,  ‘ On  Su d d en  H i l l ’  an d  ‘ Town  Mo us e,  C o unt r y
Mo us e ’ .  We  have  b e en  l earning  ab o u t  the  VIPE RS  an d  ap ply ing
the s e  r ea d ing  sk i l l s  whi l s t  r ea d ing  o u r  c l as s  r ea d e r s -  p e rhap s  yo u r
chi l d  can  t e l l  yo u  what  one  o f  the  VIPE RS  sk i l l s  ar e ?

In  M aths ,  we  have  b e en  cont inu ing  us ing  M as t e r ing  Numb e r  t o  he lp
d eve l op  o u r  fl u ency  in  numb e r  b on ds  t o  1 0 .  We  have  then  b e en
p rac t i s ing  the s e  sk i l l s  us ing  Numb o t s  on  the  i Pa ds .  The  chi l d r en
have  thoro ughly  en j oye d  pl ay ing  the  Numb o t s  game s  an d  shar ing
how  many  co ins  they  have  earnt  a t  home !  Some  chi l d r en  have
al r ea dy  won  the i r  f i r s t  eve r  Numb o t s  c e r t i f i ca t e  –  ke ep  up  the  go o d
wor k  eve r yone !  

We  hop e  yo u  a l l  have  a  r e l ax ing  hal f  t e rm  an d  ar e  exc i t e d  for  o u r
next  t op i c  ‘ Tra d i t ional  Tal e s ’ .  

. . .  The  Year  1  Team

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR ONE
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What  an  amaz ing  s t ar t  t o  the  Aut umn  Te rm  we  have  ha d  in
Year  2 .  The  chi l d r en  have  s e t t l e d  in  s o  we l l  an d  have  b e en
r ea l l y  eag e r  t o  l earn .  They  have  l ove d  l earning  a l l  ab o u t
The  G r eat  Fi r e  o f  Lon don  with  a  ve r y  sp e c i a l  vi s i t  from
‘ R a inb ow  Theat r e ’ .  The  chi l d r en  r ea l l y  en j oye d  t ak ing  p ar t
in  the i r  int e rac t ive  p e r formanc e  an d  i t  he lp e d  us  t o
imag ine  what  i t  wo ul d  have  b e en  l i ke  t o  have  l ive d  in
Lon don ,  a l l  tho s e  years  ago .  The  R a inb ow  Theat r e  s t a ff
comment e d  on  how  b eau t i fu l l y  an d  amaz ing ly  the  chi l d r en
p ar t i c i p at e d  with  thi s .  

We  a l s o  ma d e  an d  b u rne d  o u r  Tu dor  ho us e s .  The  chi l d r en
we r e  s o  exc i t e d  t o  s e e  how  a  r ea l  f i r e  can  sp r ea d  an d  we
s ang  the  chor us  o f  ‘ Lon don ’ s  Bu rning ’  a l l  t o g e the r.  We  then
us e d  what  we  ha d  l earnt  from  the s e  exp e r i enc e s  t o  c r eat e
s ome  fant as t i c  d i ar y  ent r i e s  in  o u r  Wr it ing  l e s s on .  The
chi l d r en  have  a l s o  l ove d  expl or ing  dynamics ,  p u l s e ,  b eat
an d  rhy thm  thro ugh  a  G r eat  Fi r e  o f  Lon don  theme  in  M us ic
l e s s ons .  They  have  l earne d  ab o u t  Baro qu e  s t yl e  mus i c  an d
i t s  ins t r ument s .  Final l y  l earning  how  t o  s ing  in  ‘ ro un ds ’ ,
s ing ing  Lon don ’ s  Bu rning  an d  us ing  the  ins t r ument s .  
 
The  chi l d r en  have  a l s o  r ea l l y  en j oye d  d eve l op ing  the i r
pl ac e  va l u e  knowl e dg e  in  M aths  an d  have  b e en  fl ex ib ly
p ar t i t i oning  numb e rs  in  d i ffe r ent  ways ,  us ing  a  rang e  o f
r e s o u rc e s  s uch  as :  p ar t ,  p ar t  who l e  mo d e l s ,  b ar  mo d e l s  an d
d i ene s .  They  have  cont inu e d  t o  amaz e  us  with  the i r
knowl e dg e  o f  a d d i t ion  an d  have  expl or e d  a d d ing  thr e e  one -
d i g i t  numb e rs  t o g e the r  an d  then  moving  on  t o  a d d ing  one
an d  t wo  d i g i t  numb e rs  t o g e the r,  w ithin  1 0 0 .  P l eas e  cont inu e
t o  p rac t i s e  pl ay ing  Numb o t s  a t  home.  I t  i s  g r eat  t o  pl ay  a
mixt u r e  o f  ‘ St or y ’  an d  ‘ Chal l eng e ’  game s .

O u r  next  t op i c  i s  ‘ Onc e  Up on  a  Time ’  whe r e  we  wi l l  l earn
al l  ab o u t  Fa i r y t a l e s .  We  wi l l  inc l u d e  s ome  t ra d i t ional
favo u r i t e s  an d  o the r s  with  a  mor e  mo d e rn  t wi s t .  We  a l s o
have  an  exc i t ing  t r i p  t o  the  l o ca l  chu rch  pl anne d  which  t i e s
in  with  us  l earning  a l l  ab o u t  Chr i s t i ans  an d  the  Chr i s tmas
s t or y .

. . .  The  Year  2  Team
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O u r  For e s t  Scho o l  S e ss ions  r ea l l y  he lp e d  us  t o  un d e rs t an d
s ome  s t one  ag e  sk i l l s ,  s uch  as  s t r i k ing  e l ement s  t o  s t ar t  f i r e
l i ght ing ,  us ing  c l ay  t o  make  p o t s  an d  expl or ing  chal k  an d
charco al  p i gment s  for  mar k  mak ing .  

In  H i s t or y ,  we  have  us e d  t ime l ine s  t o  pl o t  hi s t or i ca l  e ras
which  the  chi l d r en  l earnt  in  hi s t or y  l e s s ons  du r ing  Year  1
an d  2 .  We  a l s o  a d d e d  The  St one  A g e  t o  s up p or t  the  chi l d r en
with  the i r  l earning  o f  how  many  years  ago  thi s  was  in
hi s t or y .  

Wel l  what  a  b usy  s t ar t  t o  the  ne w  s cho o l  year  B e e ch  an d
Che rr y  c l as s  have  ha d !

We  have  hi t  the  g ro un d  r unning  with  o u r  t op i c  ab o u t  The
St one  A g e .  We  have  en j oye d  r ea d ing  the  b o oks  ‘ St one  A g e
Boy ’  an d  ‘ The  St one  A g e  H unt e r s  an d  G athe r e r s ’ ,  whe r e  we
l earnt  ab o u t  how  St one  A g e  p e opl e  l ive d  an d  s u r vive d .  

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR THREE
A U T U N M  1  N E W S L E T T E R O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5

The  s t or i e s  showe d  us  how  they  have  ‘ knap p e d  fl int s ’  int o  shap e s  t o  make  arrow
hea ds ,  sp ears  an d  axe s .  We  l earne d  how  they  hunt e d  an d  p at i ent l y  s t o o d  s t i l l  t o
cat ch  fi sh .  

We  have  l i s t ene d  an d  expl or e d  key  t ext s  in  Eng l i sh  an d  G u i d e d  R ea d ing  t o  s up p or t
o u r  un d e rs t an d ing  ab o u t  how  l i fe  mi ght  have  b e en  for  o u r  St one  A g e  anc e s t or s !  We
have  l earne d  how  the  t rans i t ion  from  hunt e r  ga the r e r s  t o  farming  imp ac t e d  the i r
l ive s .

In  Sc i enc e,  we  have  thoro ughly  en j oye d  fin d ing  a l l  ab o u t
ro cks  an d  have  l in ke d  thi s  t o  o u r  St one  A g e  t op i c .  We  have
inve s t i ga t e d  d i ffe r ent  t yp e s  o f  ro ck ,  how  ro cks  ar e  forme d ,
an d  how  fo ss i l s  ar e  c r eat e d .  We  fo un d  o u t  ab o u t  how
s e d iment ar y ,  i gne o us  an d  me t amorphic  ro cks  ar e  forme d .
Final l y ,  as  s c i ent i s t s ,  we  d i d  exp e r iment s  on  ro cks  in  or d e r
t o  s or t  an d  c l as s i fy  them .  

In  A r t ,  we  have  en j oye d  l earning  how  t o  c r eat e  d i ffe r ent
t one s  an d  sha d e s  by  us ing  d i ffe r ent  t yp e s  o f  p enc i l s .  The
chi l d r en  have  p rac t i s e d  d i ffe r ent  p enc i l  s t roke s  t o  c r eat e
t onal  sha d e s .  We  then  us e d  the s e  sk i l l s  t o  r e c r eat e  imag e s
o f  St one  A g e  t o o l s  an d  weap ons .  Wel l  done  t o  B e e ch  an d
Che rr y  c l as s  chi l d r en ,  we  ar e  ve r y  p ro u d  a t  how  yo u  have
al l  s e t t l e d  int o  Year  3 !  

. . .  The  Year  3  Team
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Year  4  have  hi t  the  g ro un d  r unning  thi s  year.  They  have  s l o t t e d  b ack  int o  l earning
with  enthus i asm  an d  g us t o .  We  have  b e en  l earning  ab o u t  the  Tu dor  dynas t y  an d  how
King  H enr y  VIII  b e came  k ing .  We  fi r s t  l earnt  ab o u t  H enr y  VII  an d  r e - enac t e d  The
Bat t l e  o f  Bo s wor th  whe r e  R ichar d  I I I  was  d e feat e d  by  H enr y ’ s  army  an d  a l l i e s  then
we  went  on  o u r  t r i p  t o  H amp t on  C o u r t  Pal ac e .  

The  G u i d e d  R ea d ing  b o ok  that  we  have  t aken  insp i ra t ion  from  i s  ca l l e d ,  ‘ The  Tu dors ,
Kings ,  Q u e ens ,  Sc r ib e s  an d  Fe rr e t s . ’  The  b o ok  us e s  a  humoro us  ap p ro ach  t o  convey
thi s  d e fining  moment  in  hi s t or y  g iving  s ome  qu i t e  gor y  d e t a i l ,  which  the  chi l d r en
have  en j oye d .  Us ing  o u r  r e - enac tment  an d  the  G u i d e d  R ea d ing  t ext ,  we  wro t e  a
d e t a i l e d  r e co unt  o f  the  event s  o f  The  Bat t l e  o f  Bo s wor th .  Ask  the  chi l d r en  t o  t e l l  yo u
ab o ut  i t :  we  ar e  s u r e  yo u  wi l l  b e  as  imp r e ss e d  as  we  ar e .

In  M aths  we  have  b e en  cons o l i dat ing  o u r  pl ac e  va l u e  knowl e dg e,  comp ar ing
numb e rs  an d  ro un d ing  numb e rs .  The  chi l d r en  have  a l s o  r ea l l y  imp r e ss e d  us  with
the i r  t ime s  t ab l e s .  We  have  fo c us e d  on  the  3 s  an d  5 s  s o  far.  They  ar e  b e coming  s o
fl u ent  with  the s e  an d  the i r  r e l a t e d  d ivi s ion  fac t s ,  an d  ar e  b eat ing  the  t ime  in  which
they  ar e  ab l e  t o  r e ca l l  them !

O u r  Sc i enc e  thi s  t e rm  has  b e en  thin k ing  ab o ut  the  d i g e s t ive  sys t em  an d  fo o d
cha ins .  We  s t ar t e d  by  l o ok ing  a t  t e e th  an d  the  d i ffe r ent  j ob s  they  do  when  eat ing
fo o d .  We  then  b e came  t e e th  d e t e c t ive s  an d  ha d  t o  wor k  o u t  what  t yp e  o f  fo o d  an
animal  mi ght  ea t  by  which  t e e th  ar e  mo s t  dominant .  The  snake  skul l  con fus e d  us
the  mo s t  as  i t  r ea l l y  d i d  no t  have  t e e th  l i ke  any  o the r  animal .  We  then  r ea l i s e d  that
a  snake  do e s  no t  che w  i t s  fo o d  b u t  s imply  d i g e s t s  i t  who l e !

PE  has  b e en  ve r y  exc i t ing  thi s  t e rm ,  l earning  how  t o  pl ay
D o dg e  Bal l  an d  Tag  R ugby .  We  ar e  a l s o  wor k ing  r ea l l y  har d  as
a  whol e  c l as s  t o  wor k  t o g e the r  t o  compl e t e  as  many  l ap s  o f  the
da i l y  mi l e  as  we  can .  A l r ea dy ,  Ash  an d  H az e l  c l as s  have  b e en
c rowne d  the  we e k ly  winne rs ,  by  compl e t ing  the  mo s t  l ap s  o u t
o f  any  o the r  c l as s ,  in  the  whol e  s cho o l !  P r e t t y  imp r e ss ive !
L e t ’ s  ke ep  up  the  har d  wor k  next  hal f  t e rm .

We  ar e  ext r emely  p ro u d  o f  how  a l l  o f  the  chi l d r en  have  b e g un
Year  4  an d  how  they  ar e  b u i l d ing  the  r e s i l i enc e  an d  thi r s t  t o
l earn  ne w  things .

. . .  The  Year  4  Team



At  the  s t ar t  o f  the  t e rm ,  Year  Five  we r e  inc r e d ib ly  l ucky  t o  have  exp e r i enc e d  an
A nc i ent  G r e e k  enr i chment  day .  The  day  was  fi l l e d  t o  the  b r im  with  ac t ivi t i e s  a ime d  a t
inc r eas ing  the i r  knowl e dg e  o f  A nc i ent  G r e e c e .  The  chi l d r en  pl aye d  a  s t ra t e g y  game,
compl e t e d  a  fac t  f in d ing  qu i z  an d  l earnt  ab o u t  myths  from  the  e ra .  E ach  c l as s  a l s o
p ar t i c i p at e d  in  an  A nc i ent  G r e e k  comp e t i t i on ,  whe r e  Athens  an d  Sp ar t a  comp e t e d
aga ins t  each  o the r.  They  we r e  a l s o  ab l e  t o  exp e r i enc e  what  b at t l e  a t t i r e  the  G r e e ks
wo ul d  have  worn  as  we l l  as  the  weap ons  they  wo ul d  have  us e d  du r ing  thi s  t ime.  The
chi l d r en  l ove d  thi s  exp e r i enc e  an d  i t  has  i gni t e d  a  p ass ion  for  the i r  t op i c  thi s  t e rm .

L in k ing  t o  the i r  A nc i ent  G r e e k  hi s t or y  t op i c  i s  o u r  fant as t i c  c l as s  t ext  –  P e rcy  Jacks on
an d  the  L i ghtning  Thi e f  –  which  has  r ea l l y  cap t u r e d  the  chi l d r en ’ s  imag inat ions  an d
has  t aught  us  ab o u t  P e rcy ’ s  s t r ug g l e s  an d  d e t e rminat ion  t o  s uc c e e d  in  hi s  mis s ion .  We
have  us e d  thi s  b o ok  t o  insp i r e  o u r  wr i t ing  an d  the  chi l d r en  have  wr i t t en  an d  p ub l i she d
thr e e  won d e r fu l  p i e c e s ;  a  l e t t e r,  a  charac t e r  d e s c r i p t ion  an d  s e t t ing .  They  sho ul d  a l l  b e
ve r y  p ro u d  o f  the  har d  wor k  they  have  p u t  int o  the i r  wr i t ing  s o  far  in  Year  5 .

We  have  b e g un  o u r  maths  c u rr i c u l um  thi s  year  by  l o ok ing  a t  pl ac e  va l u e  an d  mor e
sp e c i fi ca l l y  l o ok ing  a t  s even - d i g i t  who l e  numb e rs  an d  the  va l u e  o f  the i r  d i g i t s .  The
chi l d r en  have  wor ke d  ext r emely  har d  on  thi s  t op i c ,  which  wi l l  fe e d  int o  the  r e s t  o f  the
mathemat i ca l  conc ep t s  that  they  wi l l  cove r  thi s  year.  We  have  a l s o  l earnt  ab o u t  s ome
famo us  anc i ent  G r e e k  mathemat i c i ans !

In  s c i enc e,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e en  l o ok ing  a t  a  rang e  o f  l i fe  cyc l e s .  Fi r s t ,  we  l o oke d  a t
how  a  pl ant  can  r ep ro duc e  by  i t s e l f  an d  t o  t e s t  thi s  we  have  p u t  sp r ing  onions  int o
wat e r  an d  b ul b s  int o  s o i l  t o  ob s e r ve  them  ove r  t ime.  The  chi l d r en  have  b e en  me sme r i s e d
by  the  onion ’ s  ab i l i t y  t o  g row  on  i t s  own  an d  we  have  b e en  r e cor d ing  o u r  f in d ings  on  a
we e k ly  b as i s .  The  chi l d r en  have  a l s o  b e en  l earning  ab o u t  the  l i fe  cyc l e s  o f  amphib i ans ,
r ep t i l e s ,  b i r ds  an d  mammal s .

. . .  The  Year  5  Team
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Year  6  s t ar t e d  o ff  the i r  Vi k ing  t op i c  with  a  fant as t i c  fu l l
day  wor kshop  ho s t e d  by  Por t a l s  o f  the  Pas t .  The  chi l d r en
we r e  t r ea t e d  t o  a  day  o f  l earning  ab o u t  thi s  g ro up  o f
ra i d e r s  ( or  t ra d e r s )  thro ugh  t a l e s ,  game s  an d  qu i zz e s .
The  day  en d e d  with  the  c l as s e s  comp e t ing  in  a  cont e s t  o f
s t r eng th  us ing  the i r  ne wly  l earnt  Vi k ing  ca l l s  for  war !

Ac ro ss  the  t e rm ,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e en  insp i r e d  by  o u r
t wo  c l as s  t ext s :  B e ow ul f  an d  Vi k ing  Boy  t o  wr i t e
narrat ive  d e s c r i p t ions .  They  showcas e d  the i r  l i t e racy
knowl e dg e  o f  ‘ f i g u rat ive  l ang u ag e ’  an d  ‘ show  no t  t e l l ’  t o
d ra ft  a  gor y  r e co unt  o f  the  b at t l e  s c ene  b e t we en  the  t wo
l ea d  charac t e r s  with  pl ent y  g r u e s ome  d e s c r i p t ion .  A ft e r
that ,  Year  6  b e came  hi s t or i ans  an d  r e s earche d  fac t s  on
Nors e  mytho l o g y  t o  wr i t e  a  non - chrono l o g i ca l  r ep or t
ab o u t  Val hal l a .  S e e  what  they  can  t e l l  yo u  ab o ut
R agnarok ?  

In  DT ,  the  c l as s e s  have  b e en  d e s i gning  a  moving  Vi k ing
l ongb o at  us ing  d i ffe r ent  shap e d  cams  an d  j inx  frame s .
C o l l ab orat ion  an d  p at i enc e  we r e  key  when  cons t r uc t ing
the i r  d e s i gns .  They  p rac t i s e d  the i r  oracy  sk i l l s  t o o,  when
p rovi d ing  r e fl e c t ive  fe e db ack  t o  one  ano the r  t o  imp rove
the i r  p ro t o t yp e s  an d  final  d e s i gns .  

I t  i s  a  b usy  year  ahea d  for  the  chi l d r en  o f  Year  6  an d  we
have  b e en  pl eas e d  t o  s e e  chi l d r en  engag ing  we l l  w i th
home wor k  t o  s up p or t  them  in  the i r  up coming  SATs  an d
t rans i t ion  t o  s e con dar y  s cho o l .  Wel l  done  Bl ackthorn  an d
Sycamor e  –  we  ar e  ve r y  p ro u d  o f  yo u !  

. . .  The  Year  6  Team



A MESSAGE FROM 
FOREST CLASS
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O u r  t op i c  o f  ‘ a l l  ab o u t  me ’  has  b e en  a  g r eat  op p or t unit y  t o
l earn  ab o ut  each  o the r  an d  un d e rs t an d  what  make s  us
in d ivi du al !  We  have  b e en  un d e rs t an d ing  fami l i e s  l o ok
d i ffe r ent  an d  l earning  ab o u t  p e opl e  who  he lp  us !  We  have
b e en  l ucky  t o  me e t  M rs  G aro ghan ’ s  do g  Luna  who  has  l ove d
coming  in  t o  l i s t en  t o  For e s t  c l as s  r ea d !  

We  have  l ove d  coming  t o g e the r  t o  go  for  a  da i l y  wal k  an d
sp en d ing  t ime  t ak ing  p ar t  in  min d ful ne ss  co l o u r ing  an d
l earning  how  t o  d raw  s e s s ions .  We  ar e  g e t t ing  ve r y  go o d !  We
have  expl or e d  a  var i e t y  o f  mat e r i a l s  s uch  as  shaving  fo am ,
corn  fl o u r,  c l o u d  do ugh  an d  c l ay .

We  have  b e en  wor k ing  har d  t o  s t r eng then  o u r  f ine  mo t or
sk i l l s  thro ugh  thr ea d ing ,  us ing  t we ez e r s  t o  s or t  an d  i d ent i fy
ob j e c t s  an d  c u t t ing  sk i l l s .  Thi s  has  ha d  a  g r eat  imp ac t  on
o u r  han dwr it ing  an d  o u r  ab i l i t y  t o  ho l d  a  p en !  

We  have  b e en  l o ok ing  a t  p ar t  p ar t  who l e  mo d e l s  an d  us ing
o u r  co unt ing  s t i ck  an d  s ub i t i s ing  sk i l l s  t o  he lp  

We  have  en j oye d  l o ok ing  a t  d i ffe r ent
imag e s  for  o u r  a l l  ab o u t  me  t op i c  an d  

We  ar e  en j oy ing  l earning  ab o u t  Pab l o  P i cass o  an d  c r eat ing
o u r  own  s e l f  p or t ra i t s !  

S apl ing  c l as s  ar e  l o ok ing  for war d  t o  o u r  next  t op i c  a ft e r
hal f  t e rm  ‘ Aut umn  an d  A nimal s ’  

We  ar e  on  the  l o oko ut  for  l arg e  s ca l e  cons t r uc t ion  for  o u r  o u t do or  sp ac e  an d  any
Aut umn  fin ds  s uch  as  p ine  cone s ,  acorns  an d  con ke rs .  

. . .  The  For e s t  C l as s  Team

we  have  b e en  ab l e  t o  d e s c r ib e  the s e  imag e s  an d  o u r  t eache rs
ar e  ve r y  imp r e ss e d  with  o u r  i d eas  an d  o u r  han dwr it ing .  



I t ’ s  b e en  a  won d e r fu l  s t ar t  t o  the  sp or t ing  year,  an d  we ’ r e  l o ok ing  for war d  t o  even
mor e  exc i t ing  op p or t unit i e s  an d  achi evement s  as  the  t e rm  cont inu e s .

. . .  M r  C r e l l in

Ac ro ss  the  s cho o l ,  chi l d r en  have  b e en  en j oy ing  a  wi d e  rang e  o f  ac t ivi t i e s :
Ye ar  1  have  b e en  d eve l op ing  the i r  b a l anc e  an d  fo c us  thro ugh  Yo ga ,  as  we l l  as
en j oy ing  the i r  f i r s t  t as t e  o f  C r i cke t .
Ye ar  2  have  b e en  wor k ing  on  the i r  Fun dament a l  sk i l l s  a l ongs i d e  s ome  fas t - p ac e d
C r i cke t  s e s s ions .
Ye ar  3  have  b e en  l earning  ne w  t e chni qu e s  in  C r i cke t  an d  Fo o tb a l l ,  as  we l l  as
b u i l d ing  the i r  movement  an d  co or d inat ion  thro ugh  Fun dament a l s .
Ye ar  4  have  shown  g r eat  t eamwor k  an d  ene rg y  whi l e  pl ay ing  R ugby  an d
D o dg e b al l .
Ye ar  5  have  b e en  comb ining  Fo o tb a l l  sk i l l s  with  s e s s ions  d e s i gne d  t o  b u i l d
s t r eng th  an d  s t amina  thro ugh  Fi tne ss  ac t ivi t i e s .
Ye ar  6  have  en j oye d  the  ca l m  an d  fo c us  o f  Yo ga ,  whi l e  a l s o  showing
d e t e rminat ion  an d  t eamwor k  in  R ugby .

The  a ft e r - s cho o l  c l ub s  have  a l s o  b e en  r ea l l y  we l l  a t t en d e d ,  with  chi l d r en  showing
fant as t i c  commitment  an d  enthus i asm :

Monday  –  C r i cke t  an d  Fo o tb a l l
Tuesday  –  BTM  Baske tb a l l
Wednesday  –  C o l l e c t ion  D anc e
Thursday  –  AC E  M ul t i - Sp or t s
Friday  –  S ama  Karat e

PE UPDATE
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We ’ ve  ha d  a  fant as t i c  s t ar t  t o  the  t e rm  as  we  b e g in  o u r
au t umn  sp or t s  t op i c s ,  w ith  l o t s  o f  ene rg y  an d  enthus i asm
shown  ac ro ss  the  s cho o l .

H az e l  an d  Rowan  c l as s e s  have  en j oye d  ear ly  s uc c e ss  in
o u r  D a i l y  M i l e  comp e t i t i on ,  showing  g r eat  d e t e rminat ion
an d  t eamwor k .

O u r  Ye ar  5  &  6  scho o l  fo o tb a l l  t eam  have  a l s o  ma d e  a  b r i l l i ant  s t ar t  t o  the i r
s eas on ,  k i ck ing  things  o ff  with  an  exc i t ing  4–2  win  in  the i r  op ening  game.



PUPIL PARLIAMENT
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This  t e rm  has  s e en  the  s t ar t  o f  o u r  P up i l  Parl i ament  in  ac t ion .  L as t  year  o u r
M P ’ s  we r e  d emo c rat i ca l l y  vo t e d  for  an d  the r e  i s  a  r ep r e s ent a t ive  for  each
KS 2  c l as s .  O u r  ongo ing  vi s ion  i s :  M i l e  O ak  P up i l  Parl i ament  ar e  p ro u d  t o
have  d emo c rat i ca l l y  e l e c t e d  M P ’ s  who  ens u r e  that  each  an d  eve r y  chi l d ’ s
vo i c e  in  the  s cho o l  i s  hear d .  Thro ugh  r e g ul ar  c l as s  d i s c uss ions  an d
Parl i ament  me e t ings ,  we  a im  t o  us e  the  p owe r  o f  p up i l  vo i c e  t o  ra i s e  i s s u e s
that  wi l l  make  p o s i t ive  chang e s  t o  o u r  whol e  s cho o l  communit y .  

In  co l l ab orat ion  with  the  chi l d r en  o f  M i l e  O ak ,  thi s  hal f  t e rm  o u r  P up i l
Parl i ament  have  d e c i d e d  the  fo l l owing  wi l l  b e  p u t  in  pl ac e :  

Ad d  r e cyc l ing  b ins  t o  o u r  o u t s i d e  ar eas .
C r eat e  a  qu i e t  ‘ c o sy ’  sp ac e  on  the  s c i enc e  b us  for  tho s e  who  ne e d  i t
du r ing  b r eak  an d  l unch  t ime.
H ave  a  shar e d  s o c i a l  l unch  with  the i r  c l as s  t eache r  each  hal f  t e rm .

As  a  s cho o l  an d  a  P up i l  Parl i ament  we  ar e  inc r e d ib ly  p ro u d  o f  the  tho ught fu l
p rop o s al s  each  c l as s  s ubmit t e d  an d  how  we  have  wor ke d  t o g e the r  t o  c r eat e
p o s i t ive  chang e s  t o  o u r  s cho o l .

. . .  M rs  H i l l s  -  P up i l  Parl i ament



BEHAVIOUR UPDATE
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We  ar e  cont inu ing  t o  s up p or t  o u r  chi l d r en ’ s  emo t ional  we l l b e ing  thro ugh  t eaching
the  Zone s  o f  R e g ul a t ion .  Thi s  ap p ro ach  he lp s  chi l d r en  r e co gni s e  an d  manag e  the i r
emo t ions ,  b u i l d  s e l f - cont ro l  an d  d eve l op  p rob l em - s o lving  sk i l l s .

What  A r e  the  ZONESo f  R e g ul at ion :  

The  Zone s  o f  R e g ul a t ion  d ivi d e s  o u r  fe e l ings  an d  s t a t e s  o f  a l e r tne ss  int o  fo u r
co l o u r e d  zone s :

Bl u e  Zone  –  Low  ene rg y  ( L e tharg ic )  
When  we  fe e l  s a d ,  t i r e d ,  s i ck ,  or  b or e d .
We  mi ght  ne e d  t o  r e s t ,  s t r e t ch ,  t a l k  t o  s ome one  or  have  a  shor t  b r eak .
G r e en  Zone  –  R eady  t o  l earn  
When  we  fe e l  ca l m ,  fo c us e d  an d  hap py .
Thi s  i s  the  i d ea l  zone  for  l earning  an d  int e rac t ing  with  o the r s .
Yel l ow  Zone  –  H e i ght ene d  emo t ions  ( Ove r whel me d )
When  we  fe e l  worr i e d ,  exc i t e d ,  s i l l y  or  fr us t ra t e d .
We  can  us e  s t ra t e g i e s  l i ke  d e ep  b r eathing ,  t ak ing  a  wal k  or  t a l k ing  ab o u t  o u r
fe e l ings  t o  move  b ack  t o  the  G r e en  Zone.
R e d  Zone  – D ys r e g ul at e d
When  we  fe e l  ang r y ,  t e r r i f i e d ,  or  o u t  o f  cont ro l .
We  he lp  chi l d r en  t o  ca l m  down  s a fe ly  an d  exp r e ss  the i r  fe e l ings  ap p rop r i a t e l y .

Why  D o  We  Teach  the  ZONES o f  R e g ul at ion ?

By  l earning  t o  i d ent i fy  which  “ zone ”  they  ar e  in ,  chi l d r en  can :
Bu i l d  s e l f - awar ene ss  an d  emo t ional  vo cab ul ar y
D eve l op  s e l f - r e g ul a t ion  s t ra t e g i e s
St r eng then  emp athy  an d  un d e rs t an d ing  for  o the r s
Imp rove  fo c us  an d  r ea d ine ss  t o  l earn

H ow  Fami l i e s  C an  H elp  at  H ome ?
Tal k  ab o ut  yo u r  own  fe e l ings  us ing  the  zone s  ( “ I ’ m  in  the  Ye l l ow  Zone  b e caus e
I ’ m  r ushing  thi s  morning ! ” ) .
Ask  yo u r  chi l d  what  zone  they  ar e  in  an d  what  mi ght  he lp  them  fe e l  b e t t e r.
P rac t i s e  ca l ming  s t ra t e g i e s  t o g e the r  —  d e ep  b r eathing ,  r ea d ing ,  d rawing  or
o u t do or  pl ay .

To gether,  we  can  help  our  chi ldren  reco gnise  their  emot ions  and  le arn  he a lthy
ways  to  manage  them!

. . .  M s  Wi l ks  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
A u t u m n  2  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r
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P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e
a n d  s e l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  y e a r  g r o u p
t o  v i e w  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o v e r v i e w
f o r  t h e i r  y e a r :
w w w . m i l e o a k s c h o o l . c o . u k / y e a r -
g r o u p s .  

T h i s  d e t a i l s  w h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e
l e a r n i n g  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t o p i c s
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o v e r ,  t h e
c u r r i c u l u m  m a p s  s h o w  t h e  k e y
s k i l l s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t .  

 C or e  R ead ing  Text s  for  Aut umn  2  

R e c ep t ion :  M rs  Bl ackhat ,  A  D ar k  D ar k
Tal e ,  The  Wo o ds ,  St i ckman  an d  The
Chr i s tmas  St or y  

Year  1 :  Fa i r y  Tal e  P e t s  an d  D e ep  D ar k
Wo o ds  

Year  2 :  P r inc e  C in d e rs ,  The  Tunne l  an d
L it t l e  R e d  

Year  3 :  Song  o f  the  D o lphin  Boy  

Year  4 :  A  M i ds umme r  Ni ght ’ s  D r eam  

Year  5 :  P e rcy  Jacks on  an d  the  L i ghtning
Thi e f  

Year  6 :  The  Boy  in  the  Towe r  

NEXT HALF TERM
Top ics  for  Aut umn 2
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R e c ep t ion  -  I t ’ s  G e t t ing  D ar ke r  

Year  1  -  Tra d i t ional  Tal e s  

Year  2  -  Onc e  Up on  a  Time  

Year  3  -  Po l l u t ion  So l u t ion  

Year  4  -  The  Tu dors  an d  Expl or e r s  

Year  5  -  A nc i ent  G r e e ks  

Y ear  6  -  R ive r s  an d  Nor th  A me r i ca

https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/
https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/


November

Mon 03.11.25 Children return to School

Mon 03.11.25 to Fri 07.11.25 Year 5 Bikeabilty 

Mon 03.11.25 Inspiring Voice Competition 

Tues 04.11.25 Year 1 - Goldfinch Class Reading Cafe 9:00am

Wed 05.11.25 Individual and Sibling Photos

Thurs 06.11.25 to Thurs 27.11.25 Year 5 - Rowan Swimming Lessons

Mon 10.11.25 to Fri 15.11.25 Anti Bullying Week

Tues 11.11.25 Year 1 - Starling Class Reading Cafe 9:00am

Tues 11.11.25 Year 4 visit Mile Oak Farm

Tues 11.11.25 Year 5 & 6 Basketball Festival - Places to be confirmed

Tues 11.11.25 Reception September 2026/27 Starters Open Event 6:00pm

Wed 12.11.25 Cross Country Event - Places have been confirmed

Fri 14.11.25 Year 1 - Rainbow Theatre Visit (Onsite) 

Tues 18.11.25 Year 2 - Robin Class Reading Cafe 9:00am

Tues 18.11.25 Parent Consultations

Wed 19.11.25 Year 6 Height and Weight Checks (Onsite)

Wed 19.11.25 Reception visit Forest School

Thurs 20.11.25 Reception visit Forest School

Thurs 20.11.25 Parent Consultations

Sat 22.11.25 Reception September 2026/27 Starters Open Event 10:00am

Mon 24.11.25 Inclusions Sporting Event (Offsite) - Places to be confirmed 

Tues 25.11.25 Year 2 - Wren Class Reading Cafe 9:00am

Thurs 27.11.25 Year 6 - Sycamore Class visit Seven Sisters

Fri 28.11.25 Year 6 - Blackthorn Class visit Seven Sisters



December

Mon 01.12.25 Year 5 visit St Nicholas Church

Tues 02.12.25 Influenza Nasal Spray - Reception to Year 6

Tues 02.12.25 Reception - Hedgehog visit (Onsite)

Tues 02.12.25 One Voice Choir Performance - Brighton Dome

Thurs 04.12.25 Year 2 visit Church of the Good Shepherd

Fri 05.12.25 Year 4 visit Church of the Good Shepherd

Mon 08.12.25 Reception visit Church of the Good Shepherd

Mon 08.12.25 Little Oaks Nursery - Stay and Play PM

Tues 09.12.25 Year 3 visit Church of the Good Shepherd

Tues 09.12.25 Reception Christmas Show 2:30pm

Wed 10.12.25 Reception Christmas Show 9:30am

Thurs 11.12.25 Little Oaks Nursery - Stay and Play AM

Thurs 11.12.25 Mile Oak PTA School Discos 

Fri 12.12.25 Rocksteady Concert

Mon 15.12.25 Reception visit Paddock Court

Mon 15.12.25 Year 1 & 2 Christmas Show 2:30pm

Tues 16.12.25 Year 1 & 2 Christmas Show 9:30am

Tues 16.12.25 Year 4 & 6 Christmas Show 2:30pm

Wed 17.12.25 Year 4 & 6 Christmas Show 9:30am

Wed 17.12.25 Christmas Dinner

Wed 17.12.25 Year 3 & 5 Christmas Show 2:30pm

Thurs 18.12.25 Year 3 & 5 Christmas Show 9:30am

Thurs 18.12.25 Mile Oak Book Swap

Fri 19.12.25 Class Christmas Parties

Fri 19.12.25 Last Day of Term 



MILE OAK 
SAFEGUARDING TEAM
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COMMUNICATION
We have received excellent feedback regarding our new communication protocol for staff and parents. All
communication is logged by the admin team and tracked for a response. 

Whilst it can sometimes feel simpler to grab a teacher at the end of the day, this means staff are not able to
supervise children who they are releasing to parents. Before school, it is vital that teachers can fully prepare for
the day ahead and many of them run early morning interventions. In addition, our wonderful admin team track
communication which means it does not get lost in a busy email inbox or become a forgotten question at the end of
the school day.

Once initial communication has been made, staff will respond within 2 working days. If a face-to-face meeting is
required, the relevant member of staff will make an appointment for a mutually convenient time. 

The Admin team are very happy to take calls, emails or even messages in the postbox out side of the reception
area and will ensure your query, concern or compliment is passed on to the correct members of staff. 

For further information on our communication protocol, please visit our website.

Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue,
Portslade, BN41 2WN

01273 077114

office@mileoak.brighton-hove.sch.uk http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk
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