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D e a r  F a m i l i e s ,

A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r  f i r s t  h a l f  t e r m ,  I  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  s t a r t  t o  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .

T h e r e  i s  a l r e a d y  s o  m u c h  t o  c e l e b r a t e ,  a n d  I  a m  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  s t a f f  a n d
w i d e r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t ,  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d
p o s i t i v i t y  y o u  b r i n g  t o  s c h o o l  l i f e .  I t  r e a l l y  d o e s  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

FA N TA S T I C
S TA R T  

A  FA N TA S T I C  S TA R T  T O  T H E  S C H O O L  Y E A R
I t  h a s  b e e n  w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e  h o w  w e l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s e t t l e d  i n t o
t h e i r  n e w  c l a s s e s ,  r o u t i n e s  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  A c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l ,  c h i l d r e n
h a v e  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m ,  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  a  r e a l  r e a d i n e s s  t o
l e a r n .

A  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w a r m  w e l c o m e  g o e s  t o  o u r  n e w  R e c e p t i o n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
S t a r t i n g  s c h o o l  i s  s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e  a n d  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  h o w
q u i c k l y  o u r  y o u n g e s t  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s e t t l e d  i n t o  s c h o o l  l i f e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  l o v e l y  t o  s e e  t h e m
m a k i n g  n e w  f r i e n d s ,  g r o w i n g  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  e m b r a c i n g  a l l  t h e  e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
t h a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  s c h o o l  b r i n g s .

A c r o s s  a l l  y e a r  g r o u p s ,  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l r e a d y  m a k i n g  e x c e l l e n t  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g .
O u r  c l a s s r o o m s  a r e  b u s y ,  p u r p o s e f u l  a n d  f u l l  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g
p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s .

T h i s  s t r o n g  s t a r t  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  o u r
s t a f f ,  w h o  w o r k  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  f e e l s  h a p p y ,  s u p p o r t e d  a n d
c h a l l e n g e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  v e r y  b e s t .

AT T E N DA N C E  –  A  R E A L LY  P O S I T I V E  S TA R T !
W e  h a v e  a l s o  m a d e  a  s t r o n g  s t a r t  t o  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  s c h o o l
a t t e n d a n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e .

R e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r e s s  b u t  a l s o
f o r  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  c o n f i d e n c e ,  w e l l b e i n g  a n d  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g .  E v e r y  s c h o o l  d a y
p r o v i d e s  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  s u c c e e d .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o u r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  i n  e n s u r i n g  c h i l d r e n  a r e
i n  s c h o o l  a n d  r e a d y  t o  l e a r n .  W e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  p o s i t i v e  s t a r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E
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A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E C O U R A G E

O U R  R E C E N T  O F S T E D  I N S P E C T I O N
A s  y o u  k n o w ,  w e  r e c e n t l y  w e l c o m e d  O f s t e d  i n s p e c t o r s  i n t o  s c h o o l .  I  a m  d e l i g h t e d  t o
s h a r e  t h a t  t h e  f e e d b a c k  w e  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  p o s i t i v e  a n d
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h o w c a s e  t h e  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s
h a p p e n i n g  a c r o s s  o u r  s c h o o l .

I  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p r o u d e r  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  o u r  s c h o o l  s o  b r i l l i a n t l y ,  o r  o f  o u r
s t a f f ,  w h o s e  d e d i c a t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  v e r y  b e s t
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d  w e r e  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t .

I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s a y  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  t o o k  t h e  t i m e  t o
c o m p l e t e  t h e  O f s t e d  s u r v e y .

W e  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  y o u r  h o n e s t ,  p o s i t i v e  a n d  t h o u g h t f u l  r e s p o n s e s .  Yo u r
f e e d b a c k  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  a n d  w e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t r u s t ,  e n c o u r a g e m e n t
a n d  s u p p o r t  y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h o w  o u r  s c h o o l .  S t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  h o m e  a n d
s c h o o l  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  d o  a n d  i t  m e a n s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  k n o w  t h a t  f a m i l i e s
v a l u e  t h e  w o r k  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

W e  a r e  n o w  a w a i t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  O f s t e d  r e p o r t ,  w h i c h  w e  a n t i c i p a t e  w i l l
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  N o v e m b e r .  A l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  f o r m a l
o u t c o m e  u n t i l  t h e  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  w e  a r e  r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s h a r i n g  i t
w i t h  o u r  w h o l e  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d ,  m o r e
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s c h o o l  c u l t u r e  a n d  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  w e  a r e  s o  p r o u d
o f  e v e r y  d a y .

F i n a l l y ,  a  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k  y o u .  A s  w e  r e a c h  t h e  e n d  o f  a  b u s y  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  h a l f  t e r m ,  I
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  s t a f f ,  g o v e r n o r s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  o u r  s c h o o l .

A  s u c c e s s f u l  s c h o o l  i s  b u i l t  o n  s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s h a r e d  v a l u e s  a n d  a  c o l l e c t i v e
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d o i n g  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  f o r  e v e r y  c h i l d .  T h e s e  a r e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  I  s e e  a c r o s s
o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y  e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  f e e l  i n c r e d i b l y
p r o u d  o f .

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  f a n t a s t i c  s t a r t  t o  t h e  y e a r  a n d  I  a m  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  a c h i e v e  t o g e t h e r .

I  h o p e  a l l  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  e n j o y  a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d ,  r e s t f u l  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  h a l f - t e r m
b r e a k .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  e v e r y o n e  b a c k  f o r  a n o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  h a l f  t e r m .   W e
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  f a m i l i e s  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  o n  M o n d a y  2  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 6 .n d
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DEVELOPING OUR LEADERS OF THE FUTURE
O n e  o f  t h e  e x c i t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m  h a s  b e e n  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  f o c u s  o n  d e v e l o p i n g
l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  n e w  p u p i l  l e a d e r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  Ye a r s  3 – 6 .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e  a  l e a d e r  a n d  t h a t
l e a d e r s h i p  b e g i n s  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  c o n f i d e n c e ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o w  o u r  a c t i o n s  c a n  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e .

O u r  a p p r o a c h  t o  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  c a r e f u l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  s o  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p
t h e s e  s k i l l s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  a s  t h e y  m o v e  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l :

E a r l y  Ye a r s  –  L e a d  M y s e l f :  O u r  y o u n g e s t  c h i l d r e n  b e g i n  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e y  l e a r n  t o  m a k e  c h o i c e s ,  m a n a g e  t h e i r
b e l o n g i n g s ,  f o l l o w  r o u t i n e s  a n d  b e g i n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a f f e c t  t h e m s e l v e s
a n d  t h o s e  a r o u n d  t h e m .
Ye a r s  1  a n d  2  –  L e a d  M y s e l f  a n d  M y  E n v i r o n m e n t :  A s  c h i l d r e n  g r o w ,  t h e y  b u i l d  o n  t h e s e
f o u n d a t i o n s  b y  t a k i n g  g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r o u n d
t h e m .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m ,  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  m a k i n g  p o s i t i v e
c h o i c e s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  t h e y  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  c l a s s  a n d  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .
Ye a r s  3 – 6  –  L e a d  M y s e l f ,  M y  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  O t h e r s :  I n  K e y  S t a g e  2 ,  c h i l d r e n  e x t e n d  t h e i r
l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  f u r t h e r ,  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  s u p p o r t ,  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s .  T h e y  d e v e l o p
t e a m w o r k ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a  p o s i t i v e
r o l e  m o d e l ,  w h i l e  t a k i n g  o n  g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  w i d e r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .

T h i s  p r o g r e s s i v e  a p p r o a c h  e n s u r e s  t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a b o u t  h o l d i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r
p o s i t i o n .  I t  i s  a b o u t  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  s k i l l s ,  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  v a l u e s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  e v e r y  c h i l d
b e c o m e  a  c o n f i d e n t ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  t h o u g h t f u l  m e m b e r  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .

A u t u n m  1  N e w s l e t t e r O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6

I N T R O D U C I N G  O U R  N E W  P U P I L  L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M S

B u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  w e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c i n g  1 1  n e w  p u p i l
l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  Ye a r s  3 – 6 .

T h e s e  r o l e s  p r o v i d e  o u r  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  m e a n i n g f u l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p u t
t h e i r  d e v e l o p i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s c h o o l
i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  o t h e r s .

O u r  S c h o o l  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d  M P s  a l r e a d y  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n
r e p r e s e n t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  v i e w s  a n d  h e l p i n g  t o  s h a p e  d e c i s i o n s  a c r o s s  o u r  s c h o o l .  T h i s  i m p o r t a n t
w o r k  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .

T h e  n e w  p u p i l  l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m s  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  t o  S c h o o l  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  o u r  e l e c t e d  M P s ,  n o t  a
r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  t h e m .  W h i l e  o u r  M P s  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  p e e r s  t h r o u g h  P a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e
n e w  t e a m s  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  s c h o o l  l i f e ,  g i v i n g  c h i l d r e n  p r a c t i c a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
t o  t u r n  t h e i r  i d e a s  i n t o  a c t i o n .

To  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  c h i l d r e n  i n  Ye a r s  3 – 6  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  P u p i l  L e a d e r s h i p
B o o k l e t ,  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  t a u g h t  h o w  t o  a p p l y  f o r
a  j o b ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o w  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  e x p l a i n  w h y
t h e y  w o u l d  b e  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e .

I t  h a s  b e e n  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m ,  m a t u r i t y  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  p u t  i n t o
t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  a  v a l u a b l e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,
h e l p i n g  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  c o n f i d e n c e ,  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  s k i l l s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
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W e l l b e i n g  C o m m i t t e e  –  p r o m o t i n g  k i n d n e s s ,  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  e m o t i o n a l
w e l l b e i n g  a c r o s s  s c h o o l .

O u r  1 1  n e w  p u p i l  l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m s  a r e :

E c o  C o m m i t t e e  –  h e l p i n g  u s  c a r e  f o r  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  d e v e l o p  m o r e
s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  a c r o s s  s c h o o l .

E a r l y  R e a d i n g  Te a m  –  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  y o u n g e s t  r e a d e r s  a n d  h e l p i n g  t o
p r o m o t e  a  l o v e  o f  r e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .

S c h o o l  F o o d  A m b a s s a d o r s  –  g a t h e r i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  v i e w s  a b o u t  s c h o o l  m e a l s  a n d
e n c o u r a g i n g  p o s i t i v e  f o o d  c h o i c e s .

C r e a t i v e  Te a m  –  c o n t r i b u t i n g  c r e a t i v e  i d e a s  t o  s c h o o l  d i s p l a y s ,  e v e n t s  a n d  p r o j e c t s .

C o m p u t i n g  L e a d e r s  –  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  s a f e ,
r e s p o n s i b l e  d i g i t a l  l e a r n i n g .

L i b r a r i a n s  /  R e a d i n g  L e a d e r s  –  h e l p i n g  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  o u r  r e a d i n g  s p a c e s  a n d  i n s p i r i n g
o t h e r s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  l o v e  o f  b o o k s .

S p o r t s  L e a d e r s  –  e n c o u r a g i n g  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t e a m w o r k  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s p o r t .

P l a y  L e a d e r s  –  h e l p i n g  t o  m a k e  p l a y t i m e s  a c t i v e ,  p o s i t i v e  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  f o r  e v e r y o n e .

W e l c o m e  C o m m i t t e e  –  h e l p i n g  n e w  c h i l d r e n  a n d  v i s i t o r s  f e e l  w e l c o m e d  a n d  p a r t  o f  o u r
s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .

S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  –  c o n t r i b u t i n g  i d e a s  t o  h e l p  k e e p  o u r  s c h o o l  a  s a f e  a n d  h a p p y  p l a c e .

F o l l o w i n g  h a l f  t e r m ,  o u r  n e w  p u p i l  l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m s  w i l l  b e g i n  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  w o r k i n g
a l o n g s i d e  d e s i g n a t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a f f  w h o  w i l l  s u p p o r t ,  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  g u i d e  t h e m .

W e  w a n t  t h e s e  t o  b e  m e a n i n g f u l  r o l e s ,  g i v i n g  c h i l d r e n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  i d e a s ,
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  d e c i s i o n s ,  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  s e e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  t h e y  c a n  h a v e  o n  o u r
s c h o o l .

A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  Ye a r s  3 – 6 ,  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t
t o  d e v e l o p i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  b e g i n s  f r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  c h i l d r e n  j o i n  u s  i n  E a r l y  Ye a r s .  E v e r y  c h i l d ,  i n
e v e r y  y e a r  g r o u p ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  w a y s  t h a t
a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e i r  a g e  a n d  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .

U l t i m a t e l y ,  w e  w a n t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  n o t  a b o u t  h a v i n g  a  t i t l e  o r
w e a r i n g  a  b a d g e .  I t  i s  a b o u t  t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s h o w i n g  k i n d n e s s ,  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s ,  m a k i n g
p o s i t i v e  c h o i c e s  a n d  h a v i n g  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  o u r  y o u n g  l e a d e r s  f l o u r i s h  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s h a r i n g  t h e i r
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  w o r k  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

Mr. Lording

A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E C O U R A G E



LITTLE OAKS NURSERY

T h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  L i t t l e  O a k s  h a v e  h a d  a  f u n  a n d  b u s y  s t a r t  t o  t h e  n e w  t e r m .  W e  h a v e  w e l c o m e d
l o t s  o f  l o v e l y  n e w  f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  o u r  n e w  f r i e n d s .  O u r  s p e c i a l
s t a y  a n d  p l a y  e v e n t ,  f o r  o u r  n e w  f a m i l i e s ,  w a s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  g e t  t o  k n o w
e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  s h o w  t h e i r  h o m e  a d u l t s  h o w  t h e y  l e a r n  a n d  p l a y  a t  L i t t l e  O a k s .
 
W e  r e a d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y  ‘ O w l  B a b i e s ’ ,  b y  M a r t i n  W a d d e l l .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  e v e n
t h o u g h  t h e i r  h o m e  a d u l t s  m i g h t  l e a v e ,  t h e y  a l w a y s  c o m e  b a c k  –  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  m u m m y  o w l  i n  t h e
s t o r y .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  l o v e d  r e t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  u s i n g  t h e  s t o r y  s a c k  a n d  o w l  s o f t  t o y s .

I t ’ s  b e e n  a  l o v e l y  h a l f  t e r m  o f  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  G r u f f a l o  G r a n n y  h a s
b e e n  a  b r i l l i a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  b o o k  c o l l e c t i o n  –  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  f a m i l y  v i s i t s
w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  p e r s o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h e  e a g e r l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  n e w
b o o k  d i d n ’ t  d i s a p p o i n t  a n d  i s  a l r e a d y  a  f i r m  f a v o u r i t e .

A t  L i t t l e  O a k s ,  w e  l o v e  g e t t i n g  m e s s y !  T h i s  h a l f  t e r m ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
s e n s o r y  p l a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o a m ,  p a i n t ,  p l a y d o u g h  a n d  s o i l .  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  b e e n  l o t s
o f  f u n  b u t  h a v e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  f i n e  a n d  g r o s s  m o t o r  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  b u i l t  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  e x p l o r i n g  n e w  t e x t u r e s .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  f u l l y  i m m e r s e d  i n  t h e  c o l o u r s  o f  a u t u m n .  W e  w e n t  f o r  a n  a u t u m n  n a t u r e
w a l k  t o  F o r e s t  S c h o o l ,  w h e r e  w e  e x p l o r e d  t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  c r u n c h y  l e a v e s ,  c o n k e r s  a n d  s t i c k s .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  e n j o y e d  s o r t i n g  a n d  m a k i n g  p a t t e r n s  w i t h  t h e  l e a v e s  a n d  c o u n t i n g  h o w  m a n y  t h e y  h a d
a n d  t h e n  c r e a t e d  t r a n s i e n t  a r t  p i c t u r e s  f o r  a  w o n d e r f u l  a u t u m n  d i s p l a y .

W e  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  c o l o u r  m i x i n g  w i t h  p a i n t s  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  v i b r a n t  s h a d e s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .
T h i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  r e i n f o r c e d  i n  a n o t h e r  o f  o u r  k e y  t e x t s  C o l o u r  a n d  M e ,  w r i t t e n  b y  M i c h a e l a  D i a s -
H a y e s .  T h i s  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  s t o r y  a b o u t  c o l o u r  m i x i n g  t h a t  e m p o w e r s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s h o w s  t h e m  t h a t
b r o w n  s k i n  i s  b e a u t i f u l .

W e  h a d  a  b r i l l i a n t  a f t e r n o o n  w h e n  t h e  ‘ L i t t l e  M e ’  t h e a t r e  w o r k s h o p  c a m e  t o  n u r s e r y .  M i c h e l l e
r e a d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  R o o m  o n  t h e  B r o o m .  W e  p l a y e d  s p o o k y  m o v e m e n t  g a m e s  a n d  e n e r g e t i c a l l y
d a n c e d  r o u n d  h a t s  f o r  a  g a m e  o f  M u s i c a l  W i t c h e s ’  H a t s .  T h e  n u r s e r y  w a s  f u l l  o f  l a u g h t e r  a n d
g r e a t  f u n  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l .

W e  e n d e d  t h e  h a l f - t e r m  w i t h  a n  e v e n t  f o r  o u r  f a m i l i e s  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  i n  t h e  n u r s e r y .  T h e y  j o i n e d
u s  f o r  s o m e  a u t u m n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t o  s e e  w h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s .  W e
a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  l o t s  m o r e  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  o v e r  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s  a n d  w e  w i s h  y o u  a l l  a
l o v e l y  h a l f - t e r m  b r e a k  f r o m  e v e r y o n e  a t  L i t t l e  O a k s  N u r s e r y .

. . .  T h e  L i t t l e  O a k s  N u r s e r y  Te a m
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W e  k n o w  t h e  r e p e a t e d  r e f r a i n  t o  ‘ I t ’ s  M y  B i r t h d a y ’  b y  H e l e n
O x e n b u r y  o f f  b y  h e a r t  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  i n s p i r e d  r e c i p e ,  c a r d  a n d
i n v i t a t i o n  w r i t i n g ,  b i r t h d a y  r o l e - p l a y  a n d  e v e n  b a k i n g  r e a l
b i r t h d a y  c a k e s  -  d e l i c i o u s .  
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O u r  R e c e p t i o n  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  h a d  a  b r i l l i a n t  s t a r t  t o  t h e i r
l e a r n i n g  j o u r n e y .  T h e  f i r s t  f e w  w e e k s  o f  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  e a c h
o t h e r  a n d  s e t t l i n g  i n  t o  s c h o o l  l i f e  w e n t  s o  w e l l .  W e  a r e  s o
p r o u d  o f  a l l  o f  t h e m !  

C h i l d r e n  h a v e  q u i c k l y  l e a r n t  t h e  r o u t i n e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  p h o n i c s  t e a c h i n g
a n d  l e a r n i n g  -  t h e y  a r r i v e  e a g e r  f o r  t h e i r  s e s s i o n s ,  l i s t e n  w e l l  a n d  g i v e  a l l  t a s k s  a
g o .  W e  a r e  s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  h o w  t h e y  a r e  l i n k i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  s o u n d s ,  s e g m e n t i n g
a n d  b l e n d i n g  o r a l l y  a n d  e v e n  b e g i n n i n g  t o  w o r d  r e a d  -  j u s t  W O W !  

W e  c o u l d n ’ t  g e t  t h r o u g h  a  d a y  i n  R e c e p t i o n  w i t h o u t  o u r
n o s e s  i n  a  g o o d  b o o k !  O v e r  t h e  h a l f  t e r m  w e ’ v e  b e e n  s o  b u s y
g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  s t o r i e s  w e l l  a n d  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  s o m e  f i r m
f a v o u r i t e s .   

A n y o n e  f o r  p o r r i d g e ! ?  W e  k n o w  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g i r l  t h a t  i s
p a r t i a l  t o  a  b o w l  t h a t  i s  ‘ j u s t  r i g h t ‘ ,  b u t  w h a t ’ s  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  

f o o d ?  G o l d i l o c k s  a n d  t h e  T h r e e  B e a r s  n o t  o n l y  i n t r o d u c e d  u s  t o  i m p o r t a n t
n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  b u t  a l s o  i n s p i r e d  a  w o n d e r f u l  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  f a v o u r i t e  f o o d s
a s  w e l l  a s  s k e t c h e s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i a l  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  o w n  f a m i l i e s .  

‘ M o n k e y  a n d  M e . ’  M o n k e y  a n d  m e ,  m o n k e y  a n d  m e ,  w e  w e n t  t o
s e e . . .  E m i l y  G r a v e t t ' s  w o n d e r f u l  t a l e  o f  a  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  a n i m a l
a n t i c s  w i t h  h e r  m o s t  t r e a s u r e d  t o y  h a s  b e e n  r e a d  a n d  r e r e a d
h e r e  i n  R e c e p t i o n .  W e  l o v e  t h e  r h y m e  a n d  r e p e t i t i o n  a n d  h a v e  

e n j o y e d  i n n o v a t i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t o  i n c l u d e  o u r  o w n  s p e c i a l  t o y s .  W e  h a v e  w o r k e d
h a r d  o r a l l y  r e h e a r s i n g  l i n e s  f r o m  t h e  s t o r y ,  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  h a v e  a  g o  a t  o u r  f i r s t
p i e c e  o f  n a r r a t i v e  w r i t i n g !  

O u r  ' B o o k n i c ’  w i t h  o u r  y e a r  s i x  f r i e n d s  w a s  a  r e a l  h i g h l i g h t
w h e r e  w e  e n j o y e d  b o o k  b r o w s i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g  s o m e  q u a l i t y
s t o r i e s  w i t h  t h e m  o n  a  p i c n i c  b l a n k e t  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  f i e l d .  W e
e v e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  b y  m a k i n g  s a n d w i c h e s  a n d
i c i n g  b i s c u i t s .  I t ’ s  f a i r  t o  s a y ,  t h e  e v e n t  w a s  a  h i t  w i t h  a l l  t h e
c h i l d r e n !   

O u r  t o p i c  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  l i f e  b y  s e v e r a l  v e r y  s p e c i a l  b a b y  v i s i t o r s -  t h a n k
y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  t h i s !  A l l  t h e  b a b y  p h o t o g r a p h s  h a v e  b e e n  a
j o y  t o  s h a r e ,  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  m a k i n g  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  p a s t s
t h r o u g h  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  l i t t l e .  T h e  s c h o o l
n u r s e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  t o  s e e  u s  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  
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A s  i f  t h a t  w a s n ’ t  e n o u g h ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e c o m e  s u c h
i n d e p e n d e n t  l e a r n e r s  i n  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T h e y  l o v e  p l a y i n g
a n d  l e a r n i n g  t o g e t h e r  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  D r a g o n f l y  C l a s s  h a d  t o  c a n c e l  t h e i r  t r i p  d u e  t o  p o o r  w e a t h e r
c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  n e w  t e r m .  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  o u r
R e c e p t i o n  r e a d i n g  m e e t i n g s .  I t ’ s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  h e a r
a b o u t  o u r  a p p r o a c h  a n d  p r o v i s i o n  a t  M i l e  O a k  s o  t h a t  y o u
a r e  f u l l y  e q u i p p e d  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  h o m e .  P l e a s e
k e e p  t h e i r  ‘ b o o k  b u s ’  b o o k ,  l e t t e r  s o u n d  b o o k  a n d  t h e i r
r e a d i n g  j o u r n a l  i n  t h e i r  b o o k  b a g s  a n d  r e m e m b e r  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  b o o k  b a g  e v e r y  d a y .  P l e a s e  c o m e  a n d  s e e  u s  i f  y o u  c o u l d n ’ t  m a k e  t h e
m e e t i n g ;  i t ’ s  t h r o u g h  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  t h r i v e  i n  t h e i r
r e a d i n g .  

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  n a m e  e v e r y t h i n g  a s  w e  e n t e r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  h a t s ,  g l o v e s  a n d
w a r m  c o a t s !  W e  w i l l  b e  l e a r n i n g  o u t s i d e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n s i d e  s o  p l e a s e  d r e s s  y o u r
c h i l d r e n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  A s  a  l i t t l e  p r e v i e w ,  o u r  n e x t  t o p i c  i s  c a l l e d  ‘ I t ’ s  G e t t i n g
D a r k e r ’ .  A s  t h e  w e a t h e r  c h a n g e s  a n d  t h e  s e a s o n s  f l o w ,  w e  w i l l  e x p l o r e  f e s t i v a l s
a n d  c e l e b r a t i o n s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  e x p l o r e  n a t u r e  a n d  o u r  l o c a l
h a b i t a t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  f o r e s t  s c h o o l  a r e a .  

W e  c a n ' t  w a i t  t o  s e e  w h e r e  o u r  l e a r n i n g  a n d  o u r  s t o r i e s  w i l l
t a k e  u s  n e x t  h a l f  t e r m !  

. . .  T h e  R e c e p t i o n  Te a m

L a d y b i r d  C l a s s  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  o u r  f i r s t  ‘ s c h o o l  t r i p ’  w h e r e  w e
t o o k  a  w a l k  a r o u n d  o u r  l o c a l  a r e a .  B e i n g  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  o u r  n e w
c l a s s e s ,  n e w  s c h o o l  a n d  o u r  l o c a l  a r e a  g i v e s  u s  a  h u g e  s e n s e
o f  b e l o n g i n g .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  a d u l t s  t h a t  w e r e  a b l e  t o
s u p p o r t  t h i s  t r i p .  



W h a t  a n  a m a z i n g  s t a r t  t o  t h e  A u t u m n  Te r m  w e  h a v e  h a d  i n  Ye a r s
1  a n d  2 !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s e t t l e d  i n  b r i l l i a n t l y  a n d  h a v e  s h o w n
s u c h  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g .
O u r  t o p i c ,  T h e  G r e a t  F i r e  o f  L o n d o n ,  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  c a p t u r e d
e v e r y o n e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n !  W e  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  R a i n b o w
T h e a t r e  f o r  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  i n t e r a c t i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n
l o v e d  t a k i n g  p a r t  a n d  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  b a c k  i n  t i m e  t o
e x p e r i e n c e  w h a t  l i f e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  l i k e  i n  L o n d o n  i n  1 6 6 6 .
O n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  w a s  m a k i n g  a n d  t h e n  b u r n i n g  o u r  o w n
Tu d o r  h o u s e s !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  f a s c i n a t e d  t o  s e e  h o w  q u i c k l y
f i r e  c o u l d  s p r e a d  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s a n g  L o n d o n ' s  B u r n i n g
t o g e t h e r .  T h e s e  e x c i t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n s p i r e d  s o m e  w o n d e r f u l
w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  Ye a r  2  u s i n g  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x t r a c t s  f r o m
h i s t o r i c a l  d i a r i e s  t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  o w n  d i a r y  e n t r i e s .
O u r  c r e a t i v i t y  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  a r t  a n d  m u s i c .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  f a n t a s t i c  a r t w o r k  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  G r e a t
F i r e  o f  L o n d o n ,  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  c o l l a g e ,  c r a y o n s  a n d  p a i n t
t o  c r e a t e  d i f f e r e n t  e f f e c t s .  I n  m u s i c ,  t h e y  h a v e  e x p l o r e d
d y n a m i c s ,  p u l s e ,  b e a t  a n d  r h y t h m .  T h e y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n j o y e d
l e a r n i n g  t o  s i n g  L o n d o n ' s  B u r n i n g  i n  r o u n d s  a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g
t h e i r  s i n g i n g  w i t h  i n s t r u m e n t s .
M a r v e l l o u s  M a t h s !
I n  Ye a r  1 ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e
m a t h e m a t i c a l  l a n g u a g e  o f  g r e a t e r  t h a n ,  f e w e r  t h a n  a n d  e q u a l
t o .  T h e y  h a v e  l o v e d  u s i n g  p r a c t i c a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
p l a y d o u g h ,  N u m i c o n  a n d  c o u n t i n g  a n i m a l s ,  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g .
I n  Ye a r  2 ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  p l a c e  v a l u e
k n o w l e d g e ,  l e a r n i n g  t o  p a r t i t i o n  n u m b e r s  f l e x i b l y  i n  d i f f e r e n t
w a y s .  T h e y  h a v e  c o n f i d e n t l y  e x p l o r e d  t h i s  u s i n g  p a r t - w h o l e
m o d e l s ,  b a r  m o d e l s  a n d  D i e n e s .
K e e p  U p  t h e  F a n t a s t i c  L e a r n i n g  a t  H o m e !
P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  p l a y  N u m b o t s
r e g u l a r l y  a t  h o m e .  A  m i x t u r e  o f  S t o r y  a n d  C h a l l e n g e  m o d e s  i s  a
b r i l l i a n t  w a y  t o  b u i l d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  f l u e n c y  a n d  n u m b e r  s k i l l s .
W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  h o w  w e l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s e t t l e d
a n d  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  t h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m .
W h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l  s t a r t  t o  t h e  y e a r .  W e  c a n ' t  w a i t  f o r  a l l  t h e
e x c i t i n g  l e a r n i n g  s t i l l  t o  c o m e !

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  1  a n d  2  Te a m

A MESSAGE FROM 
YEAR ONE AND TWO
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A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
THREE

W e l l  w h a t  a  b u s y  s t a r t  t o  t h e  n e w  s c h o o l  y e a r  B e e c h  a n d
C h e r r y  c l a s s  h a v e  h a d !

W e  h a v e  h i t  t h e  g r o u n d  r u n n i n g  w i t h  o u r  t o p i c  a b o u t  T h e
S t o n e  A g e .  W e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  r e a d i n g  t h e  b o o k s  ‘ S t o n e  A g e
B o y ’  a n d  ‘ T h e  S t o n e  A g e  H u n t e r s  a n d  G a t h e r e r s ’ ,  w h e r e  w e
l e a r n t  a b o u t  h o w  S t o n e  A g e  p e o p l e  l i v e d  a n d  s u r v i v e d .  T h e
s t o r i e s  s h o w e d  u s  h o w  t h e y  k n a p p e d  f l i n t s  i n t o  s h a p e s  t o  m a k e
a r r o w  h e a d s ,  s p e a r s  a n d  a x e s .  W e  l e a r n e d  h o w  t h e y  h u n t e d
a n d  p a t i e n t l y  s t o o d  s t i l l  t o  c a t c h  f i s h .  

W e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  v i s i t  t o  S t  N i c o l a s  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  a n d
e n j o y e d  a  p o e t r y  p e r f o r m a n c e  b y  R o g e r  S t e v e n s .  H e  w a s  v e r y
i n s p i r i n g  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  r e a d i n g
f l u e n c y  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  s k i l l s !  
 
I n  H i s t o r y  w e  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  t i m e l i n e s  a n d  p l o t t e d  w h a t  w e
h a v e  a l r e a d y  l e a r n t  i n  K S 1  i n  h i s t o r y  s o  f a r .  W e  a d d e d  T h e
S t o n e  A g e  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e r e  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y  i t  s i t s .  W e
h a v e  l i s t e n e d  a n d  e x p l o r e d  k e y  t e x t s  i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  G u i d e d
R e a d i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a b o u t  h o w  l i f e  m i g h t
h a v e  b e e n  f o r  o u r  S t o n e  A g e  a n c e s t o r s !  W e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  h o w
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  h u n t e r  g a t h e r e r s  t o  f a r m i n g  i m p a c t e d  t h e
l i v e s  o f  o u r  a n c e s t o r s .  

I n  S c i e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  f i n d i n g  a l l  a b o u t
r o c k s  a n d  h a v e  l i n k e d  t h i s  t o  o u r  S t o n e  A g e  t o p i c .  W e  h a v e
i n v e s t i g a t e d  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r o c k ,  h o w  r o c k s  a r e  f o r m e d ,
a n d  h o w  f o s s i l s  a r e  c r e a t e d .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  i n v e s t i g a t e d
r o c k  f o r m a t i o n  b y  m a k i n g  m o d e l s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s ,
o n e  o f  t h e  m o d e l s  b e i n g  e d i b l e !  W e  a p p l i e d  h e a t  a n d  p r e s s u r e
t o  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  ( r i c e  c a k e s ,  r a i s i n s ,  c h o c o l a t e
a n d  b i s c u i t )  a n d  t r i e d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n
( m e t a m o r p h i c ! )  F i n a l l y ,  a s  s c i e n t i s t s ,  w e  d i d  e x p e r i m e n t s  o n
r o c k s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s o r t  a n d  c l a s s i f y  t h e m .  

I n  A r t ,  w e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  c r e a t e  d i f f e r e n t  t o n e s
a n d  s h a d e s  b y  u s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p e n c i l s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n
h a v e  p r a c t i s e d  d i f f e r e n t  p e n c i l  s t r o k e s  t o  c r e a t e  t o n a l
s h a d e s .  W e  t h e n  u s e d  t h e s e  s k i l l s  t o  r e c r e a t e  i m a g e s  o f  S t o n e
A g e  t o o l s  a n d  w e a p o n s .  

W e l l  d o n e  t o  B e e c h  a n d  C h e r r y  c l a s s  c h i l d r e n ,  w e  a r e  v e r y
p r o u d  a t  h o w  y o u  h a v e  a l l  s e t t l e d  i n t o  Ye a r  3 !  
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Ye a r  4  h a v e  t h r o w n  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  n e w  s c h o o l  y e a r  w i t h
e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n !  W e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e
Tu d o r  d y n a s t y  a n d  h o w  K i n g  H e n r y  V I I I  b e c a m e  k i n g .  W e  f i r s t  l e a r n t
a b o u t  H e n r y  V I I  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  T h e  B a t t l e  o f  B o s w o r t h  w h e r e
R i c h a r d  I I I  w a s  d e f e a t e d  b y  H e n r y ’ s  a r m y  a n d  h i s  a l l i e s .  W e  t h e n
w e n t  o n  o u r  t r i p  t o  H a m p t o n  C o u r t  P a l a c e  w h i c h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  l o v e d
–  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  w h o  h e l p e d  t h a t  d a y !

T h e  G u i d e d  R e a d i n g  b o o k  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t a k e n  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  i s
c a l l e d ,  ‘ T h e  Tu d o r s ,  K i n g s ,  Q u e e n s ,  S c r i b e s  a n d  F e r r e t s . ’  T h e  b o o k
u s e s  a  h u m o r o u s  a p p r o a c h  t o  c o n v e y  t h i s  d e f i n i n g  m o m e n t  i n  h i s t o r y
g i v i n g  s o m e  q u i t e  g o r y  d e t a i l ,  w h i c h  s o m e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e
e n j o y e d .  U s i n g  o u r  r e - e n a c t m e n t  a n d  t h e   t e x t ,  w e  w r o t e  a  d e t a i l e d
r e c o u n t  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  T h e  B a t t l e  o f  B o s w o r t h .  A s k  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o
t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  i t :  w e  a r e  s u r e  y o u  w i l l  b e  a s  i m p r e s s e d  a s  w e  a r e .

I n  M a t h s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  o u r  p l a c e  v a l u e  k n o w l e d g e ,
b y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  T h o u s a n d s  f i t  i n t o  t h e  n u m b e r  s y s t e m  a n d
u s i n g  m e a s u r e s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  i n  r e a l - l i f e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a l s o
r e a l l y  i m p r e s s e d  u s  w i t h  t h e i r  t i m e s  t a b l e s .  W e  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e
3 s  a n d  6 s  s o  f a r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  r e l a t e d .  T h e y  a r e  b e c o m i n g  s o
f l u e n t  w i t h  t h e s e  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t e d  d i v i s i o n  f a c t s ,  a n d  a r e  b e a t i n g
t h e  t i m e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  t h e m !

O u r  S c i e n c e  t h i s  t e r m ,  h a s  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d i g e s t i v e
s y s t e m  a n d  f o o d  c h a i n s .  W e  s t a r t e d  b y  l o o k i n g  a t  t e e t h  a n d  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  j o b s  t h e y  d o  w h e n  e a t i n g  f o o d .  W e  t h e n  b e c a m e  t e e t h
d e t e c t i v e s  a n d  h a d  t o  w o r k  o u t  w h a t  t y p e  o f  f o o d  a n  a n i m a l  m i g h t
e a t  b y  w h i c h  t e e t h  a r e  m o s t  d o m i n a n t .  T h e  s n a k e  s k u l l  c o n f u s e d  u s
t h e  m o s t  a s  i t  r e a l l y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t e e t h  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  a n i m a l .
T h r o u g h  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w e  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  a  s n a k e  d o e s  n o t  c h e w  i t s  f o o d
b u t  s i m p l y  d i g e s t s  i t  w h o l e !

P E  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  t h i s  t e r m ,  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  p l a y  D o d g e
B a l l  a n d  Ta g  R u g b y .  W e  a r e  a l s o  w o r k i n g  r e a l l y  h a r d  a s  a  w h o l e
c l a s s  t o  c o m p l e t e  a s  m a n y  l a p s  f o r  t h e  d a i l y  m i l e  a s  w e  c a n .  A s h
c l a s s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c r o w n e d  t h e  w e e k l y  w i n n e r s ,  b y  c o m p l e t i n g
t h e  m o s t  l a p s  o u t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  c l a s s ,  i n  t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l  a n d  H a z e l
C l a s s  a r e  s t r i v i n g  t o w a r d s  i t !  L e t ’ s  k e e p  u p  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  n e x t  h a l f
t e r m .

W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  o f  h o w  a l l  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e g u n  Ye a r
4  a n d  h o w  t h e y  a r e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  t h i r s t  t o  l e a r n  n e w
t h i n g s .  W e  a r e  r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  P u p i l  L e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s
t h a t  w i l l  a s s i s t  s h a p i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  o f f e r  n e x t  t e r m
–  w a t c h  t h i s  s p a c e ?  

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  4  Te a m



A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  Ye a r  F i v e  w e r e  i n c r e d i b l y  l u c k y  t o
h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n  A n c i e n t  G r e e k  e n r i c h m e n t  d a y .  T h e
d a y  w a s  f i l l e d  t o  t h e  b r i m  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s  a i m e d  a t
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  A n c i e n t  G r e e c e .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  p l a y e d  a  s t r a t e g y  g a m e ,  c o m p l e t e d  a  f a c t  f i n d i n g
q u i z  a n d  l e a r n t  a b o u t  m y t h s  f r o m  t h e  e r a .  E a c h  c l a s s  a l s o
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n  A n c i e n t  G r e e k  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  w h e r e
A t h e n s  a n d  S p a r t a  c o m p e t e d  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e y
w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  w h a t  b a t t l e  a t t i r e  t h e  G r e e k s
w o u l d  h a v e  w o r n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w e a p o n s  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e
u s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  l o v e d  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e
a n d  i t  h a s  i g n i t e d  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e i r  t o p i c  t h i s  t e r m .

L i n k i n g  t o  t h e i r  A n c i e n t  G r e e k  h i s t o r y  t o p i c  i s  o u r  f a n t a s t i c
c l a s s  t e x t  –  P e r c y  J a c k s o n  a n d  t h e  L i g h t n i n g  T h i e f  –  w h i c h
h a s  r e a l l y  c a p t u r e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s  i m a g i n a t i o n s  a n d  h a s
t a u g h t  u s  a b o u t  P e r c y ’ s  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o
s u c c e e d  i n  h i s  m i s s i o n .  W e  h a v e  u s e d  t h i s  b o o k  t o  i n s p i r e
o u r  w r i t i n g  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a n d  p u b l i s h e d
t h r e e  w o n d e r f u l  p i e c e s ;  a  l e t t e r ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n
a n d  s e t t i n g .  T h e y  s h o u l d  a l l  b e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e  h a r d  w o r k
t h e y  h a v e  p u t  i n t o  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  s o  f a r  i n  Ye a r  5 .

W e  h a v e  b e g u n  o u r  m a t h s  c u r r i c u l u m  t h i s  y e a r  b y  l e a r n i n g
a b o u t  p l a c e  v a l u e  a n d  m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o o k i n g  a t  s e v e n -
d i g i t  w h o l e  n u m b e r s  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  d i g i t s .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  w o r k e d  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  o n  t h i s  t o p i c ,  w h i c h
w i l l  f e e d  i n t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  t h a t
t h e y  w i l l  c o v e r  t h i s  y e a r .  W e  h a v e  a l s o  l e a r n t  a b o u t  s o m e
f a m o u s  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  m a t h e m a t i c i a n s !

I n  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t  a  r a n g e  o f
l i f e  c y c l e s .  W e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  o f  a n
a m p h i b i a n ,  h o w  s n e a k y  c u c k o o s  a r e  d u r i n g  t h e i r  l i f e  c y c l e ,
c o m p a r e d  d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  c y c l e s  a n d  e x p l o r e d  h o w  a
f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t  r e p r o d u c e s .

. . . T h e  Ye a r  5  Te a m
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Ye a r  6  h a v e  h a d  a  f a n t a s t i c  t e r m  i m m e r s i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  V i k i n g s !
O u r  t o p i c  b e g a n  w i t h  a n  e x c i t i n g  f u l l - d a y  w o r k s h o p  h o s t e d  b y  P o r t a l s  o f  t h e  P a s t .
T h e  c h i l d r e n  e x p l o r e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e s e  f a s c i n a t i n g  r a i d e r s  a n d  t r a d e r s  t h r o u g h
c a p t i v a t i n g  t a l e s ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  g a m e s  a n d  q u i z z e s .  T h e  d a y  e n d e d  w i t h  a  t h r i l l i n g
c o n t e s t  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  a s  t h e  c l a s s e s  c o m p e t e d  u s i n g  t h e i r  n e w l y  l e a r n t  V i k i n g  w a r
c r i e s !

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e r m ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  b y  o u r  t w o  c l a s s  t e x t s ,  B e o w u l f
a n d  V i k i n g  B o y ,  u s i n g  t h e m  a s  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g .  T h e y  h a v e
s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f i g u r a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  ‘ s h o w ,
n o t  t e l l ’  t o  c r a f t  v i v i d ,  g r u e s o m e  r e c o u n t s  o f  e p i c  b a t t l e  s c e n e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a i n
c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e i r  w r i t i n g  h a s  b e e n  p a c k e d  w i t h  p o w e r f u l  v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  g o r y
d e s c r i p t i o n s !

O u r  y o u n g  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  b u s y  r e s e a r c h i n g  N o r s e  m y t h o l o g y  a n d
p r o d u c i n g  n o n - c h r o n o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  Va l h a l l a .  T h e y  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  f a s c i n a t i n g
V i k i n g  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  t h e  a f t e r l i f e  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  d r a m a t i c  e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d i n g
R a g n a r ö k .  W h y  n o t  a s k  y o u r  c h i l d  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  N o r s e  g o d s
c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d ?

H i s t o r y  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o m e  a l i v e  w i t h  o u r  e x c i t i n g  B a t t l e  o f  H a s t i n g s  r e -
e n a c t m e n t  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  f i e l d .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  s t e p p e d  b a c k  i n  t i m e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s
f a m o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  b a t t l e ,  c r e a t i n g  a  c o l o u r f u l  a n d  i m p r e s s i v e  d i s p l a y  w i t h  t h e i r
s h i e l d s  a n d  w e a p o n s .  I t  w a s  a  f a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  l e a r n i n g
t o  l i f e  a n d  i m a g i n e  w h a t  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  l i k e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  s u c h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
e v e n t .

I n  S c i e n c e ,  Ye a r  6  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s  i n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t
t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  w o r k  o f  C a r l  L i n n a e u s .  T h e y  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  h o w  l i v i n g  t h i n g s  c a n  b e
g r o u p e d  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  s h a r e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  d i s c o v e r i n g  h o w
L i n n a e u s ’ s  s y s t e m  h e l p e d  s h a p e  t h e  w a y  s c i e n t i s t s  c l a s s i f y  o r g a n i s m s  t o d a y .

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  w o n d e r f u l  t e r m  f u l l  o f  c r e a t i v i t y ,  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  h a n d s - o n  l e a r n i n g ,  w i t h
Ye a r  6  e m b r a c i n g  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p a s t ,  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  s k i l l s  a n d
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m !

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  6  Te a m
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W e  h a v e  l o v e d  e x p l o r i n g  o u r  t o p i c ,  O u t  a n d  A b o u t ,  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,
a n i m a l s  a n d  o b j e c t s .  W e  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  m e s s y  d u r i n g  o u r  s e n s o r y
p l a y !

O u r  d a i l y  w a l k s  h a v e  b e e n  a  l o v e l y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  w e  h a v e
b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  s k i l l s  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g ,  s h a r i n g  a n d  t a k i n g  t u r n s  d u r i n g  p l a y .
I n  M a t h s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  n u m b e r  b o n d s  t o  1 0  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  p a r t s  a n d
w h o l e s  u s i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p r a c t i c a l  r e s o u r c e s .

A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  t o p i c ,  w e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  e x p l o r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  i m a g e s  a n d  d e s c r i b i n g
w h a t  w e  c a n  s e e .  O u r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l l y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  o u r  i d e a s  a n d
h a n d w r i t i n g !  W e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  o u r  w r i t i n g  b y  a d d i n g  a d j e c t i v e s  a n d
c r e a t i n g  o u r  o w n  s e n t e n c e s  t o  d e s c r i b e  s t o r y  s e t t i n g s .

W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  b o o k  T h e  D o t  a n d  h a v e  l o v e d  c r e a t i n g  o u r  o w n
c o l o u r f u l  d o t  a r t w o r k  u s i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l s .

O u r  m o r n i n g  p a t t e r n i n g  a n d  h a n d w r i t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  s t a r t
t h e  d a y .  W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  b u s y  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  f i n e  m o t o r  s k i l l s  i n  o u r  f i n g e r  g y m
a r e a .

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  e v e r y o n e  i n  F o r e s t  C l a s s  a n d  h o w  b r i l l i a n t l y  t h e y  h a v e
s e t t l e d  b a c k  i n t o  o u r  r o u t i n e s !

W e  a r e  n o w  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  n e x t  t o p i c ,  J u l i a  D o n a l d s o n ,  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e
c h i l d r e n ' s  w o n d e r f u l  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  h e r  s t o r i e s !

. . . T h e  F o r e s t  C l a s s  Te a m  
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A  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h a s  t a k e n  p a r t  s o  f a r .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
s e e i n g  e v e n  m o r e  p u p i l s  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o m p e t i t i v e  s p o r t  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o
b u i l d  o n  t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  s t a r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

H e r e ’ s  t o  a n o t h e r  f a n t a s t i c  y e a r  o f  P E ,  s p o r t  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y !

. . .  M r  C r e l l i n

PE UPDATE
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W e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t h e  n e w  a c a d e m i c  y e a r
a s  a  P l a t i n u m  P E  S c h o o l ,  a n  a c h i e v e m e n t  w e  w e r e
i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  t o  s e c u r e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  l a s t  y e a r .  T h i s
r e c o g n i t i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  o u r  p u p i l s  a n d
s t a f f  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  h i g h - q u a l i t y
p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  s c h o o l  s p o r t  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  f a n t a s t i c  s t a r t  t o  t h e  t e r m  a c r o s s  a l l  y e a r
g r o u p s ,  w i t h  p u p i l s  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m ,  e n e r g y
a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  d u r i n g  P E  l e s s o n s  a n d  s p o r t i n g
a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  p u p i l s
g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d ,  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s  a n d ,  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  e n j o y i n g  b e i n g  a c t i v e .

O u r  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  t e a m s  h a v e  a l s o  m a d e  a n  e x c e l l e n t
s t a r t  t o  t h e  s e a s o n .  B o t h  o u r  b o y s '  a n d  g i r l s '  t e a m s  h a v e
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  b r i l l i a n t l y  a t  l o c a l  t o u r n a m e n t s ,
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  f a n t a s t i c  t e a m w o r k ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d
s p o r t s m a n s h i p .

W e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e  w a y  o u r  p u p i l s  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  b o t h
o n  a n d  o f f  t h e  p i t c h .  T h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  r e s p e c t  f o r  o p p o n e n t s ,  s u p p o r t e d  o n e
a n o t h e r  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  o u r  s c h o o l  w i t h  r e a l  p r i d e .
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
A u t u m n  2  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r
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P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e
a n d  s e l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  y e a r  g r o u p
t o  v i e w  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o v e r v i e w
f o r  t h e i r  y e a r :
w w w . m i l e o a k s c h o o l . c o . u k / y e a r -
g r o u p s .  

T h i s  d e t a i l s  w h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e
l e a r n i n g  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t o p i c s
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o v e r ,  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m
m a p s  s h o w  t h e  k e y  s k i l l s  w h i c h  w i l l
b e  t a u g h t .  

 

NEXT HALF TERM
To p i c s  f o r  A u t u m n  2  

R e c e p t i o n  -  I t ’ s  G e t t i n g  D a r k e r  

Ye a r  1  -  Tr a d i t i o n a l  Ta l e s  

Ye a r  2  -  O n c e  U p o n  a  T i m e  

Ye a r  3  -  P o l l u t i o n  S o l u t i o n  

Ye a r  4  -  T h e  Tu d o r s  a n d  E x p l o r e r s  

Ye a r  5  -  A n c i e n t  G r e e k s  

Y e a r  6  -  R i v e r s  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a

C o r e  R e a d i n g  Te x t s  f o r  A u t u m n  2  

R e c e p t i o n :  M r s  B l a c k h a t ,  A  D a r k  D a r k  Ta l e ,  T h e
W o o d s ,  S t i c k m a n  a n d  T h e  C h r i s t m a s  S t o r y  

Ye a r  1 :  F a i r y  Ta l e  P e t s  a n d  D e e p  D a r k  W o o d s  

Ye a r  2 :  P r i n c e  C i n d e r s ,  T h e  Tu n n e l  a n d  L i t t l e  R e d  

Ye a r  3 :  S o n g  o f  t h e  D o l p h i n  B o y  

Ye a r  4 :  A  M i d s u m m e r  N i g h t ’ s  D r e a m  

Ye a r  5 :  P e r c y  J a c k s o n  a n d  t h e  L i g h t n i n g  T h i e f  

Ye a r  6 :  T h e  B o y  i n  t h e  To w e r  
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IMPORTANT DATES
N o v e m b e r

M o n  0 2 . 1 1 . 2 6  C h i l d r e n  r e t u r n  t o  S c h o o l
Tu e s  0 3 . 1 1 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  A d m i s s i o n s  2 0 2 7 / 2 8  S c h o o l  To u r  9 : 3 0 a m
W e d  0 4 . 1 1 . 2 6  I n d i v i d u a l  a n d  S i b l i n g  P h o t o s
W e d  1 1 . 1 1 . 2 6  Ye a r  1  &  2  -  S t a r l i n g  C l a s s  R e a d i n g  C a f e  9 : 0 0 a m
W e d  1 1 . 1 1 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  A d m i s s i o n s  2 0 2 7 / 2 8  S c h o o l  To u r  2 : 0 0 p m
W e d  1 1 . 1 1 . 2 6  P E  S c h o o l  G a m e s  E v e n t  -  C r o s s  C o u n t r y  -  A n  e m a i l  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g .
M o n  1 6 . 1 1 . 2 6  t o  F r i d a y  2 0 . 1 1 . 2 6  A n t i  B u l l y i n g  W e e k
Tu e s  1 7 . 1 1 . 2 6  P a r e n t s ’  C o n s u l t a t i o n s
Tu e s  1 7 . 1 1 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  -  L a d y b i r d  C l a s s  a t t e n d  F o r e s t  S c h o o l  1 : 3 0 p m  a n d  2 : 1 5 p m  -
M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w
W e d  1 8 . 1 1 . 2 6  Ye a r  1  &  2  -  G o l d f i n c h  C l a s s  R e a d i n g  C a f e  9 : 0 0 a m
T h u r s  1 9 . 1 1 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  -  D r a g o n f l y  C l a s s  a t t e n d  F o r e s t  S c h o o l  1 : 3 0 p m  a n d  2 : 1 5 p m  -
M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w
T h u r s  1 9 . 1 1 . 2 6  P a r e n t s ’  C o n s u l t a t i o n s
M o n  2 3 . 1 1 . 2 6  L i t t l e  O a k s  N u r s e r y  P u p i l  P r o g r e s s  M e e t i n g s  -  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w .
Tu e s  2 4 . 1 1 . 2 6  L i t t l e  O a k s  N u r s e r y  P u p i l  P r o g r e s s  M e e t i n g s  -  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w .
Tu e s  2 4 . 1 1 . 2 6  P E  S c h o o l  G a m e s  E v e n t  -  I n c l u s i o n s  F e s t i v a l  -  A n  e m a i l  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o
t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g .
W e d  2 5 . 1 1 . 2 6  Ye a r  1  &  2  -  W r e n  C l a s s  R e a d i n g  C a f e  9 : 0 0 a m
W e d  2 5 . 1 1 . 2 6  Ye a r  6  -  S y c a m o r e  C l a s s  v i s i t  S e v e n  S i s t e r s
W e d  2 5 . 1 1 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  A d m i s s i o n s  2 0 2 7 / 2 8  S c h o o l  To u r  6 p m  
T h u r s  2 6 . 1 1 . 2 6  Ye a r  6  -  B l a c k t h o r n  C l a s s  v i s i t  S e v e n  S i s t e r s
F r i d a y  2 7 . 1 1 . 2 6  W h o l e  s c h o o l  F e s t i v e  c r a f t  m o n r i n g  w i t h  p a r e n t s .  
F r i d a y  2 7 . 1 1 . 2 6  M P  P e t e r  K y l e  a s s e m b l y .  

A u t u n m  1  N e w s l e t t e r O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6

D e c e m b e r  
W e d  0 2 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  5  v i s i t  S t  N i c h o l a s  C h u r c h
W e d  0 2 . 1 2 . 2 6  O n e  Vo i c e  C h o i r  -  R e h e a r s a l s
W e d  0 2 . 1 2 . 2 6  O n e  Vo i c e  C h o i r  P e r f o r m a n c e  a t  B r i g h t o n  D o m e
M o n  0 7 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  1  &  2  v i s i t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  G o o d  S h e p h e r d
F r i  0 4 . 1 2 . 2 6  N a t i o n a l  S a n t a  D a s h  
M o n  0 7 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  3  v i s i t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  G o o d  S h e p h e r d
Tu e s  0 8 . 1 2 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  2 : 1 5 p m
W e d  0 9 . 1 2 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  9 : 3 0 a m
W e d  0 9 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  4  v i s i t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  G o o d  S h e p h e r d
T h u r s  1 0 . 1 2 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  v i s i t  P a d d o c k  C o u r t  
F r i  1 1 . 1 2 . 2 6  R o c k s t e a d y  C o n c e r t  9 a m
F r i  1 1 . 1 2 . 2 6  R e c e p t i o n  v i s i t  t h e  C h u r c h  t h e  G o o d  S h e p h e r d
F r i  1 1 . 1 2 . 2 6  L i t t l e  O a k s  N u r s e r y  S t a y  &  P l a y  -  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w
M o n  1 4 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  1  &  2  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  2 : 3 0 p m
Tu e s  1 5 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  1  &  2  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  9 : 3 0 a m
Tu e s  1 5 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  4  &  6  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  2 : 3 0 p m
W e d  1 6 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  4  &  6  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  9 : 3 0 a m
W e d  1 6 . 1 2 . 2 6  F e s t i v e  W e a r  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  D i n n e r  D a y  
W e d  1 6 . 1 2 . 2 6  Ye a r  3  &  5  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  2 : 3 0 p m
T h u r s  1 7 . 1 6 . 2 6  Ye a r  3  &  5  C h r i s t m a s  S h o w  9 : 3 0 a m
F r i  1 6 . 1 2 . 2 6  C l a s s  C h r i s t m a s  P a r t i e s
F r i  1 6 . 1 2 . 2 6  L a s t  D a y  o f  Te r m
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COMMUNICATION

Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue,
Portslade, BN41 2WN

office@mileoak.brighton-hove.sch.uk

01273 077114

http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk

We have received excellent feedback regarding our new communication protocol for staff and parents. All
communication is logged by the admin team and tracked for a response. 

Whilst it can sometimes feel simpler to grab a teacher at the end of the day, this means staff are not able to
supervise children who they are releasing to parents. Before school, it is vital that teachers can fully prepare for
the day ahead and many of them run early morning interventions. In addition, our wonderful admin team track
communication which means it does not get lost in a busy email inbox or become a forgotten question at the
end of the school day.

Once initial communication has been made, staff will respond within 2 working days. If a face-to-face meeting
is required, the relevant member of staff will make an appointment for a mutually convenient time. 

The Admin team are very happy to take calls, emails or even messages in the postbox out side of the reception
area and will ensure your query, concern or compliment is passed on to the correct members of staff. 

For further information on our communication protocol, please visit our website.

A u t u n m  1  N e w s l e t t e r O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6


	MILE OAK
	NEWSLETTER
	Think
	Big!
	Big!
	AUTUNM 1 NEWSLETTER

	Dear Families,
	As we approach the end of our first half term, I wanted to take the opportunity to reflect on what has been an incredibly positive and successful start to the academic year.
	There is already so much to celebrate, and I am extremely proud of our children, staff and wider school community. Thank you for the continued support, encouragement and positivity you bring to school life. It really does make a difference.

	A FANTASTIC START TO THE SCHOOL YEAR
	It has been wonderful to see how well the children have settled into their new classes, routines and learning. Across the school, children have returned with enthusiasm, confidence and a real readiness to learn.
	A particularly warm welcome goes to our new Reception children and their families. Starting school is such an important milestone and we have been delighted with how quickly our youngest children have settled into school life. It has been lovely to see them making new friends, growing in confidence and embracing all the exciting opportunities that their first year at school brings.
	Across all year groups, children are already making excellent progress in their learning. Our classrooms are busy, purposeful and full of curiosity, with children demonstrating positive attitudes, perseverance and pride in their achievements.
	This strong start is a reflection of the hard work of our children and the dedication of our staff, who work tirelessly to ensure that every child feels happy, supported and challenged to achieve their very best.

	ATTENDANCE – A REALLY POSITIVE START!
	We have also made a strong start to the year with school attendance, which is fantastic to see.
	Regular attendance is so important, not only for children's academic progress but also for their friendships, confidence, wellbeing and sense of belonging. Every school day provides valuable opportunities to learn, develop and succeed.
	Thank you to all our families for the commitment you have shown in ensuring children are in school and ready to learn. We really appreciate your support and look forward to working together to maintain this positive start throughout the year.
	FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2026
	AMBITION
	RESPECT
	PRIDE
	COURAGE
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	OUR RECENT OFSTED INSPECTION
	FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2026
	As you know, we recently welcomed Ofsted inspectors into school. I am delighted to share that the feedback we received during the inspection was incredibly positive and the experience provided a valuable opportunity to showcase the many wonderful things happening across our school.
	I could not be prouder of our children, who represented our school so brilliantly, or of our staff, whose dedication, professionalism and commitment to providing the very best education for every child were evident throughout.
	I would also like to say a particularly thank you to all the families who took the time to complete the Ofsted survey.
	We were extremely grateful for your honest, positive and thoughtful responses. Your feedback is incredibly important to us and we really appreciate the trust, encouragement and support you continue to show our school. Strong relationships between home and school are central to everything we do and it means a great deal to know that families value the work taking place.
	We are now awaiting the publication of the final Ofsted report, which we anticipate will be available towards the end of November. Although we are unable to share the formal outcome until the report has been published, we are really looking forward to sharing it with our whole school community.
	In the meantime, I want to thank everyone who contributed to the inspection and, more importantly, to the positive school culture and learning environment that we are so proud of every day.
	Finally, a heartfelt thank you. As we reach the end of a busy and successful half term, I would like to thank our children, staff, governors and families for everything you contribute to our school.
	A successful school is built on strong relationships, shared values and a collective commitment to doing the very best for every child. These are qualities that I see across our school community every day, and they are something we should all feel incredibly proud of.
	It has been a fantastic start to the year and I am excited about everything we will continue to achieve together.
	I hope all our children and families enjoy a well-deserved, restful and enjoyable half-term break. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for another exciting half term.  We look forward to welcoming families back to school on Monday 2nd November 2026.

	Mr. Lording


	PUPIL LEADERSHIP –
	DEVELOPING OUR LEADERS OF THE FUTURE
	Think
	Big!
	One of the exciting developments this half term has been our continued focus on developing leadership skills across the school and the introduction of new pupil leadership opportunities for children in Years 3–6.
	We believe that every child has the potential to be a leader and that leadership begins with developing confidence, independence, responsibility and an understanding of how our actions can make a positive difference.
	Our approach to leadership is carefully structured so that children develop these skills progressively as they move through school:
	Early Years – Lead Myself: Our youngest children begin by developing independence, confidence and responsibility for themselves. They learn to make choices, manage their belongings, follow routines and begin to understand how their actions affect themselves and those around them.
	Years 1 and 2 – Lead Myself and My Environment: As children grow, they build on these foundations by taking greater responsibility for themselves and the environment around them. This includes caring for their classroom, looking after resources, making positive choices and understanding how they can contribute to their class and school community.
	Years 3–6 – Lead Myself, My Environment and Others: In Key Stage 2, children extend their leadership skills further, learning how to support, influence and inspire others. They develop teamwork, communication, initiative and an understanding of what it means to be a positive role model, while taking on greater responsibility within the wider school community.
	This progressive approach ensures that leadership is not simply about holding a particular position. It is about developing the skills, attitudes and values that will help every child become a confident, responsible and thoughtful member of their community.
	INTRODUCING OUR NEW PUPIL LEADERSHIP TEAMS
	Building on this approach, we are delighted to be introducing 11 new pupil leadership teams for children in Years 3–6.
	These roles provide our older children with meaningful opportunities to put their developing leadership skills into practice, contribute to school improvement and make a positive difference to the experiences of others.
	Our School Parliament and democratically elected MPs already play an important role in representing children's views and helping to shape decisions across our school. This important work will continue.
	The new pupil leadership teams are additional to School Parliament and our elected MPs, not a replacement for them. While our MPs continue to represent their peers through Parliament, the new teams will focus on specific aspects of school life, giving children practical opportunities to turn their ideas into action.
	To prepare for these opportunities, children in Years 3–6 have received a Pupil Leadership Booklet, introducing the different roles available. They have also been taught how to apply for a job, including how to complete an application, reflect on their strengths and explain why they would be well suited to a particular role.
	It has been fantastic to see the enthusiasm, maturity and thought that children have put into their applications. The application process itself has been a valuable learning experience, helping children develop confidence, self-awareness and important skills for the future.
	Think


	Big!

	PUPIL LEADERSHIP –
	DEVELOPING OUR LEADERS OF THE FUTURE
	Our 11 new pupil leadership teams are:
	Mr. Lording
	AMBITION
	RESPECT
	PRIDE
	COURAGE



	LITTLE OAKS NURSERY
	A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION
	Our Reception children have had a brilliant start to their learning journey. The first few weeks of getting to know each other and settling in to school life went so well. We are so proud of all of them!
	Children have quickly learnt the routines and expectations for phonics teaching and learning - they arrive eager for their sessions, listen well and give all tasks a go. We are so impressed with how they are linking letters to sounds, segmenting and blending orally and even beginning to word read - just WOW!
	We couldn’t get through a day in Reception without our noses in a good book! Over the half term we’ve been so busy getting to know stories well and have developed some firm favourites.
	Anyone for porridge!? We know a particular girl that is partial to a bowl that is ‘just right‘, but what’s your favourite
	food? Goldilocks and the Three Bears not only introduced us to important narrative structures but also inspired a wonderful exploration of favourite foods as well as sketches and discussions about the special people in our own families.
	We know the repeated refrain to ‘It’s My Birthday’ by Helen Oxenbury off by heart and the story inspired recipe, card and invitation writing, birthday role-play and even baking real birthday cakes - delicious.
	‘Monkey and Me.’ Monkey and me, monkey and me, we went to see... Emily Gravett's wonderful tale of a little girl's animal antics with her most treasured toy has been read and reread here in Reception. We love the rhyme and repetition and have
	enjoyed innovating the story to include our own special toys. We have worked hard orally rehearsing lines from the story, getting ready to have a go at our first piece of narrative writing!
	Our 'Booknic’ with our year six friends was a real highlight where we enjoyed book browsing and sharing some quality stories with them on a picnic blanket on the school field. We even prepared for the occasion by making sandwiches and icing biscuits. It’s fair to say, the event was a hit with all the children!
	Our topic has been brought to life by several very special baby visitors- thank you to all the families that supported this! All the baby photographs have been a joy to share, and the children have been making links with their own pasts through talking about how they have changed since they were little. The school nurse has also been to see us to support our understanding.

	A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION
	As if that wasn’t enough, the children have become such independent learners in our environments. They love playing and learning together both inside and outside.
	Ladybird Class really enjoyed our first ‘school trip’ where we took a walk around our local area. Being familiar with our new classes, new school and our local area gives us a huge sense of belonging. Thank you to the adults that were able to support this trip.
	Unfortunately, Dragonfly Class had to cancel their trip due to poor weather conditions, but this will take place in the new term.
	Thank you to all the parents and carers that attended our Reception reading meetings. It’s so important that you hear about our approach and provision at Mile Oak so that you are fully equipped to support your child at home. Please keep their ‘book bus’ book, letter sound book and their reading journal in their book bags and remember to bring
	the book bag every day. Please come and see us if you couldn’t make the meeting; it’s through working together that your children will thrive in their reading.
	Please continue to name everything as we enter the period of hats, gloves and warm coats! We will be learning outside as well as inside so please dress your children appropriately. As a little preview, our next topic is called ‘It’s Getting Darker’. As the weather changes and the seasons flow, we will explore festivals and celebrations from around the world and explore nature and our local habitats, including our forest school area.
	We can't wait to see where our learning and our stories will take us next half term!
	... The Reception Team

	A MESSAGE FROM
	YEAR ONE AND TWO
	What an amazing start to the Autumn Term we have had in Years 1 and 2! The children have settled in brilliantly and have shown such enthusiasm and excitement for their learning.
	Our topic, The Great Fire of London, has certainly captured everyone's imagination! We were delighted to welcome Rainbow Theatre for a very special interactive performance. The children loved taking part and were transported back in time to experience what life might have been like in London in 1666.
	One of the highlights was making and then burning our own Tudor houses! The children were fascinated to see how quickly fire could spread and enthusiastically sang London's Burning together. These exciting experiences inspired some wonderful writing, with Year 2 using their knowledge and extracts from historical diaries to write their own diary entries.
	Our creativity has continued through art and music. The children have produced fantastic artwork inspired by the Great Fire of London, experimenting with collage, crayons and paint to create different effects. In music, they have explored dynamics, pulse, beat and rhythm. They particularly enjoyed learning to sing London's Burning in rounds and accompanying their singing with instruments.
	Marvellous Maths!
	In Year 1, the children have been busy exploring the mathematical language of greater than, fewer than and equal to. They have loved using practical resources, including playdough, Numicon and counting animals, to develop their understanding and explain their thinking.
	In Year 2, the children have been developing their place value knowledge, learning to partition numbers flexibly in different ways. They have confidently explored this using part-whole models, bar models and Dienes.

	Keep Up the Fantastic Learning at Home!
	Please continue to encourage your child to play Numbots regularly at home. A mixture of Story and Challenge modes is a brilliant way to build confidence, fluency and number skills.
	We are incredibly proud of how well the children have settled and the enthusiasm they have shown throughout this half term. What a wonderful start to the year. We can't wait for all the exciting learning still to come!
	... The Year 1 and 2 Team


	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR THREE
	Well what a busy start to the new school year Beech and Cherry class have had!
	We have hit the ground running with our topic about The Stone Age. We have enjoyed reading the books ‘Stone Age Boy’ and ‘The Stone Age Hunters and Gatherers’, where we learnt about how Stone Age people lived and survived. The stories showed us how they knapped flints into shapes to make arrow heads, spears and axes. We learned how they hunted and patiently stood still to catch fish.
	We had a wonderful visit to St Nicolas Primary School and enjoyed a poetry performance by Roger Stevens. He was very inspiring and the children are developing their reading fluency and performance skills!
	In History we have looked at timelines and plotted what we have already learnt in KS1 in history so far. We added The Stone Age trying to understand where in our history it sits. We have listened and explored key texts in English and Guided Reading to support our understanding about how life might have been for our Stone Age ancestors! We have learned how the transition from hunter gatherers to farming impacted the lives of our ancestors.
	In Science, we have thoroughly enjoyed finding all about rocks and have linked this to our Stone Age topic. We have investigated different types of rock, how rocks are formed, and how fossils are created. The children have investigated rock formation by making models of the different processes, one of the models being edible! We applied heat and pressure to a collection of ingredients, (rice cakes, raisins, chocolate and biscuit) and tried the resulting rock formation (metamorphic!) Finally, as scientists, we did experiments on rocks in order to sort and classify them.
	In Art, we have enjoyed learning how to create different tones and shades by using different types of pencils. The children have practised different pencil strokes to create tonal shades. We then used these skills to recreate images of Stone Age tools and weapons.
	Well done to Beech and Cherry class children, we are very proud at how you have all settled into Year 3!

	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR FOUR
	Year 4 have thrown themselves into the new school year with excitement and determination! We have been learning about the Tudor dynasty and how King Henry VIII became king. We first learnt about Henry VII and re-enacted The Battle of Bosworth where Richard III was defeated by Henry’s army and his allies. We then went on our trip to Hampton Court Palace which the children loved – thank you to the parents who helped that day!
	The Guided Reading book that we have taken inspiration from is called, ‘The Tudors, Kings, Queens, Scribes and Ferrets.’ The book uses a humorous approach to convey this defining moment in history giving some quite gory detail, which some of the children have enjoyed. Using our re-enactment and the  text, we wrote a detailed recount of the events of The Battle of Bosworth. Ask the children to tell you about it: we are sure you will be as impressed as we are.
	In Maths, we have been consolidating our place value knowledge, by understanding how Thousands fit into the number system and using measures to understand it in real-life. The children have also really impressed us with their times tables. We have focused on the 3s and 6s so far because they are related. They are becoming so fluent with these and their related division facts, and are beating the time in which they are able to recall them!
	Our Science this term, has been learning about the digestive system and food chains. We started by looking at teeth and the different jobs they do when eating food. We then became teeth detectives and had to work out what type of food an animal might eat by which teeth are most dominant. The snake skull confused us the most as it really did not have teeth like any other animal. Through discussion, we realised that a snake does not chew its food but simply digests it whole!
	PE has been very exciting this term, learning how to play Dodge Ball and Tag Rugby. We are also working really hard as a whole class to complete as many laps for the daily mile as we can. Ash class have already been crowned the weekly winners, by completing the most laps out of any other class, in the whole school and Hazel Class are striving towards it! Let’s keep up the hard work next half term.
	We are extremely proud of how all of the children have begun Year 4 and how they are building the resilience and thirst to learn new things. We are really looking forward to the Pupil Leadership roles that will assist shaping the school’s curriculum and offer next term – watch this space?
	... The Year 4 Team

	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR FIVE
	At the start of the term, Year Five were incredibly lucky to have experienced an Ancient Greek enrichment day. The day was filled to the brim with activities aimed at increasing their knowledge of Ancient Greece. The children played a strategy game, completed a fact finding quiz and learnt about myths from the era. Each class also participated in an Ancient Greek competition, where Athens and Sparta competed against each other. They were also able to experience what battle attire the Greeks would have worn as well as the weapons they would have used during this time. The children loved this experience and it has ignited a passion for their topic this term.
	Linking to their Ancient Greek history topic is our fantastic class text – Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief – which has really captured the children’s imaginations and has taught us about Percy’s struggles and determination to succeed in his mission. We have used this book to inspire our writing and the children have written and published three wonderful pieces; a letter, a character description and setting. They should all be very proud of the hard work they have put into their writing so far in Year 5.
	We have begun our maths curriculum this year by learning about place value and more specifically looking at seven-digit whole numbers and the value of their digits. The children have worked extremely hard on this topic, which will feed into the rest of the mathematical concepts that they will cover this year. We have also learnt about some famous ancient Greek mathematicians!
	In science, the children have been looking at a range of life cycles. We have learned the life cycle of an amphibian, how sneaky cuckoos are during their life cycle, compared different life cycles and explored how a flowering plant reproduces.
	...The Year 5 Team

	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR SIX
	Year 6 have had a fantastic term immersing themselves in the world of the Vikings! Our topic began with an exciting full-day workshop hosted by Portals of the Past. The children explored the lives of these fascinating raiders and traders through captivating tales, interactive games and quizzes. The day ended with a thrilling contest of strength, as the classes competed using their newly learnt Viking war cries!
	Throughout the term, the children have been inspired by our two class texts, Beowulf and Viking Boy, using them as inspiration for their own creative writing. They have showcased their understanding of figurative language and the technique of ‘show, not tell’ to craft vivid, gruesome recounts of epic battle scenes between the main characters. Their writing has been packed with powerful vocabulary and gory descriptions!
	Our young historians have also been busy researching Norse mythology and producing non-chronological reports about Valhalla. They have explored fascinating Viking beliefs about the afterlife and discovered the dramatic events surrounding Ragnarök. Why not ask your child what happens when the world of the Norse gods comes to an end?
	History has continued to come alive with our exciting Battle of Hastings re-enactment on the school field. The children stepped back in time to experience this famous historical battle, creating a colourful and impressive display with their shields and weapons. It was a fantastic opportunity to bring their historical learning to life and imagine what it might have been like to take part in such a significant event.
	In Science, Year 6 have been developing their skills in classification, learning about the pioneering work of Carl Linnaeus. They have explored how living things can be grouped and organised according to their shared characteristics, discovering how Linnaeus’s system helped shape the way scientists classify organisms today.
	It has been a wonderful term full of creativity, curiosity and hands-on learning, with Year 6 embracing every opportunity to explore the past, develop their writing skills and investigate the world around them!
	... The Year 6 Team

	A MESSAGE FROM FOREST CLASS
	We have loved exploring our topic, Out and About, learning about different places, animals and objects. We have particularly enjoyed getting messy during our sensory play!
	Our daily walks have been a lovely opportunity to spend time together and we have been developing our skills in negotiating, sharing and taking turns during play.
	In Maths, we have been exploring number bonds to 10 and learning about parts and wholes using a wide range of practical resources.
	As part of our topic, we have enjoyed exploring different images and describing what we can see. Our teachers have been really impressed with our ideas and handwriting! We have started to improve our writing by adding adjectives and creating our own sentences to describe story settings.
	We have also been focusing on the book The Dot and have loved creating our own colourful dot artwork using a variety of materials.
	Our morning patterning and handwriting activities have been a great way to start the day. We have also been busy developing our fine motor skills in our finger gym area.
	We are incredibly proud of everyone in Forest Class and how brilliantly they have settled back into our routines!
	We are now looking forward to our next topic, Julia Donaldson, inspired by the children's wonderful enthusiasm for her stories!
	...The Forest Class Team
	We are delighted to have started the new academic year as a Platinum PE School, an achievement we were incredibly proud to secure at the end of last year. This recognition reflects the commitment of our pupils and staff to providing and participating in high-quality physical education, school sport and physical activity.
	It has been a fantastic start to the term across all year groups, with pupils showing great enthusiasm, energy and commitment during PE lessons and sporting activities. It has been wonderful to see so many pupils getting involved, developing their skills and, most importantly, enjoying being active.

	PE UPDATE
	Our school football teams have also made an excellent start to the season. Both our boys' and girls' teams have represented the school brilliantly at local tournaments, demonstrating fantastic teamwork, determination and sportsmanship.
	We are particularly proud of the way our pupils have conducted themselves both on and off the pitch. They have shown respect for opponents, supported one another and represented our school with real pride.
	A huge well done to everyone who has taken part so far. We look forward to seeing even more pupils getting involved in competitive sport and continuing to build on this excellent start throughout the year.
	Here’s to another fantastic year of PE, sport and physical activity!
	... Mr Crellin
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	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	NEXT HALF TERM
	Topics for Autumn 2
	Reception - It’s Getting Darker
	Year 1 - Traditional Tales
	Year 2 - Once Upon a Time
	Year 3 - Pollution Solution
	Year 4 - The Tudors and Explorers
	Year 5 - Ancient Greeks
	Year 6 - Rivers and North America
	Please visit the school website and select your child's year group to view the curriculum overview for their year:
	www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups.
	This details what children will be learning in each subject.
	In addition to which topics children will cover, the curriculum maps show the key skills which will be taught.

	Core Reading Texts for Autumn 2
	Reception: Mrs Blackhat, A Dark Dark Tale, The Woods, Stickman and The Christmas Story
	Year 1: Fairy Tale Pets and Deep Dark Woods
	Year 2: Prince Cinders, The Tunnel and Little Red
	Year 3: Song of the Dolphin Boy
	Year 4: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
	Year 5: Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
	Year 6: The Boy in the Tower


	IMPORTANT DATES
	November
	Mon 02.11.26 Children return to School

	December
	Wed 02.12.26 Year 5 visit St Nicholas Church
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