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D ear  Fami l i e s ,

As  we  come  t o  the  en d  o f  an  inc r e d ib ly  b usy  au t umn  t e rm ,  we  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  t ake  a
moment  t o  r e fl e c t  on  a l l  that  has  b e en  achi eve d .  The r e  has  b e en  s o  much  t o
c e l e b rat e  ove r  the  p as t  we e ks  an d  we  ar e  immens e ly  p ro u d  o f  the  p ro g r e s s  an d
d eve l opment  we  have  s e en  ac ro ss  the  s cho o l .  Chi l d r en  cont inu e  t o  make  exc e l l ent
p ro g r e s s  in  the i r  l earning  an d  we  r ema in  commit t e d  t o  p rovi d ing  a  b ro a d  an d
amb it io us  c u rr i c u l um ,  enr i che d  with  a  wi d e  rang e  o f  op p or t unit i e s  t o  enhanc e  the i r
exp e r i enc e s .

O u r  p up i l s  r ema in  won d e r fu l  ro l e  mo d e l s ,  cons i s t ent l y  d emons t ra t ing  the  va l u e s  we
ho l d  s o  d ear  an d  t r u ly  thin k ing  BIG  in  a l l  that  they  do .  They  have  wor ke d
exc ep t ional l y  har d  thi s  t e rm  an d  now  d e s e r ve  a  we l l - earne d  r e s t  ove r  the  ho l i day
p e r io d ,  r ea dy  t o  r e t u rn  r e fr e she d  an d  ene rg i s e d  for  the  ne w  t e rm  in  Janu ar y .

The  chi l d r en ’ s  p e r formanc e s  in  the  Chr i s tmas  conc e r t s  we r e  insp i r ing ,  j oyfu l  an d
ful l  o f  fe s t ive  che e r.  We  ar e  inc r e d ib ly  p ro u d  o f  eve r y  s ing l e  chi l d  an d  know  how
much  the s e  p e r formanc e s  we r e  en j oye d  by  fami l i e s .  I t  has  b e en  won d e r fu l  t o  s e e
how  inc l us ive  each  show  has  b e en  with  a l l  chi l d r en  fe e l ing  a  s t rong  s ens e  o f
b e l ong ing  with  the i r  c l as s .  

I t  was  a  pl eas u r e  t o  we l come  p ar ent s  an d  car e r s  int o  s cho o l  for  o u r  r e c ent  wint e r
c ra ft  fa i r,  whe r e  fami l i e s  we r e  ab l e  t o  sp en d  t ime  t o g e the r  mak ing  Chr i s tmas  c ra ft s .
The s e  moment s  o f  shar e d  c r eat ivi t y  an d  communit y  ar e  s o  sp e c i a l  an d  r ea l l y  cap t u r e
the  sp i r i t  o f  o u r  s cho o l .

I  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  ext en d  a  hug e  than k  yo u  t o  the  r e - e s t ab l i she d  P TA ,  l e d  by  Kr i s sy ,
for  the  inc r e d ib ly  s uc c e ss fu l  Chr i s tmas  Fa i r.  The  event  was  a  t r u e  c e l e b rat ion  o f
o u r  communit y  an d  wo ul d  no t  have  b e en  p o ss ib l e  witho ut  the  d e d i cat ion  an d  har d
wor k  o f  vo l unt e e r s ,  s t a ff  an d  o u r  fami l i e s .  Than k  yo u  t o  eve r yone  who  cont r ib u t e d
the i r  t ime,  ene rg y  an d  enthus i asm  t o  make  i t  s uch  a  memorab l e  o c cas ion  an d  t o
eve r yone  who  came  t o  en j oy  the  event  an d  o ffe r  the i r  s up p or t .



Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  s t a ff ,  who  cont inu e  t o  wor k  t i r e l e s s l y  eve r y  day  t o  s up p or t
the  chi l d r en  ac ro ss  the  s cho o l .  The i r  commitment ,  car e  an d  d e t e rminat ion  t o  s e c u r e
the  ve r y  b e s t  o u t come s  for  o u r  p up i l s  shine s  thro ugh  in  a l l  that  they  do  an d  we  ar e
ext r emely  for t unat e  t o  have  s uch  a  t a l ent e d  an d  d e d i cat e d  t eam .

A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E C O U R A G E

Mr. Lording

We  we r e  d e l i ght e d  by  the  ve r y  p o s i t ive  fe e db ack  r e c e ive d  in  o u r  r e c ent  p ar ent  an d
car e r  s u r vey .  Yo u r  r e sp ons e s  hi ghl i ght e d  the  s t rong  r e l a t ionship s ,  s ens e  o f
communit y ,  fe e l ing  o f  b e l ong ing  an d  hi gh  exp e c t a t ions  for  l earning  that  ex i s t  ac ro ss
the  s cho o l .  We  ar e  ext r emely  g rat e fu l  t o  eve r yone  who  t o ok  the  t ime  t o  shar e  the i r
vi e ws .  The  s u r vey  a l s o  i d ent i f i e d  s ome  ar eas  for  fu r the r  d eve l opment  an d  we
wel come  thi s  fe e db ack .  We  ar e  a l r ea dy  cons i d e r ing  how  the s e  p r ior i t i e s  can  b e  t aken
for war d  an d  wi l l  b e  wor k ing  on  them  in  the  sp r ing  t e rm .

We  val u e  the  s t rong  p ar tne r ship s  we  have  with  o u r  p ar ent  g ro up s  an d  cont inu e  t o
wor k  c l o s e ly  with  the  MOSAIC  g ro up  t o  s up p or t  o u r  SE ND  chi l d r en  ac ro ss  the
s cho o l .  Thi s  co l l ab orat ion  pl ays  an  imp or t ant  ro l e  in  ens u r ing  that  a l l  chi l d r en  fe e l
un d e rs t o o d ,  s up p or t e d  an d  ar e  ab l e  t o  thr ive .

Final l y ,  than k  yo u  t o  a l l  o u r  fami l i e s  for  yo u r  ongo ing  s up p or t .  Eve r y thing  we  do  i s
s t r eng thene d  by  the  p ar tne rship  we  shar e  with  yo u  an d  we  ar e  ve r y  g rat e fu l  for  a l l
that  yo u  cont r ib u t e  t o  s cho o l  l i fe .

We  wi sh  yo u  a l l  a  won d e r fu l  fe s t ive  b r eak  an d  l o ok  for war d  t o  cont inu ing  o u r
j o u rney  t o g e the r  in  the  Ne w  Year.  The  s cho o l  has  t wo  ins e t  days  a t  the  s t ar t  o f  the
t e rm  an d  we  wi l l  b e  we l coming  the  chi l d r en  b ack  t o  s cho o l  on  We dne s day  7 th
Janu ar y  2 0 2 6 .



LITTLE OAKS NURSERY
A U T U N M  2  N E W S L E T T E R D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

What  a  b usy  an d  hap py  hal f  t e rm  we ’ ve  ha d  a t  L i t t l e  O aks !  The  chi l d r en
have  thrown  thems e lve s  int o  eve r y thing — from  aut umn  a dvent u r e s  t o  s t or y -
insp i r e d  pl ay — an d  we ’ ve  l ove d  eve r y  minut e  o f  i t .  

We ’ ve  sp ent  l o t s  o f  t ime  o u t s i d e  sp o t t ing  a l l  the  b eau t i fu l  au t umn  co l o u rs
on  the  s cho o l  f i e l d .  The  p ump k ins  we r e  a  b i g  hi t  t o o !  The  chi l d r en  expl or e d
p ump k ins  o f  a l l  shap e s ,  s i z e s  an d  co l o u rs ,  fe e l ing  the i r  b umpy  sk ins  an d
comp ar ing  what  they  l o oke d  l i ke .  C u t t ing  them  op en  was  d e fini t e l y  the
favo u r i t e  p ar t .  

The r e  we r e  l o t s  o f  “ wow ! ”  moment s  as  the  chi l d r en  s co op e d  o u t  the  s qu i shy ,  s t r ing y  ins i d e s
an d  d i s cove r e d  j us t  how  many  s e e ds  we r e  hi d ing  ins i d e .  A ft e r  r ea d ing  The  Ro l l  Away
P ump k in  by  Juni a  Won d e rs ,  we  t o ok  them  o ut  t o  the  pl ayg ro un d  t o  s e e  how  far  they  wo ul d
ro l l — s ome  o f  them  zo ome d  o ff  j us t  l i ke  in  the  s t or y !  

We  p op p e d  the  p ump k ins  in  the  nu rs e r y  gar d en  s o  the  wi l d l i fe  can  en j oy  them .  The  chi l d r en
r ememb e r e d  the  s qu i r r e l  from  St op  That  S qu i rr e l  by  Smr it i  H al l s  an d  Lucy  Fl eming  an d
l ove d  the  i d ea  o f  shar ing  the  s e e ds  an d  p ump k ins  with  o u r  r ea l - l i fe  o u t do or  vi s i t or s .  

O u r  s t or i e s  t o ok  us  even  fu r the r  when  we  went  on  a  p r e t en d  j o u rney  t o  the  mo on  in  a
car db o ar d  b ox ,  j us t  l i ke  Baby  B ear  in  What eve r  Next  by  J i l l  M u rphy .  The  chi l d r en  have  a l s o
b e en  imag ining  how  they  mi ght  ca t ch  a  s t ar  a ft e r  en j oy ing  Ol ive r  J e ffe r s ’  H ow  t o  C at ch  a
St ar — l o t s  o f  c r eat ive  i d eas !  

The r e ’ s  b e en  pl ent y  o f  mar k  mak ing  t o o .  O u r  ne w  eas e l  has  b e en  b r i l l i ant  for  wor k ing
t o g e the r  an d  l ong  she e t s  o f  p ap e r  enco u rag e d  the  chi l d r en  t o  make  b i g  movement s  t o  he lp
s t r eng then  the i r  arms  an d  han ds .  

In  the  hal l ,  they ’ ve  b e en  b u i l d ing  on  the i r  b a l anc ing  sk i l l s  an d  j ump ing  s a fe ly .  At  f i r s t  the r e
we r e  s ome  wob b l e s  b u t  the  chi l d r en  have  ma d e  fant as t i c  p ro g r e s s  an d  can  now  b al anc e
con fi d ent l y  an d  l an d  the i r  j ump s  with  l ove ly  b ent  kne e s .  

As  Chr i s tmas  ap p ro ache d ,  We ’ r e  G o ing  on  an  E l f  Chas e  by  M ar tha  M um for d  an d  L au ra
H ughe s  go t  eve r yone  exc i t e d  an d  o f  co u rs e  we  ha d  o u r  own  che e ky  e lve s  hi d ing  aro un d
nu rs e r y .  We  a l s o  shar e d  the  Chr i s tmas  s t or y .  A ft e r  wat ching  R e c ep t ion ’ s  nat ivi t y ,  the
chi l d r en  r e t o l d  i t  thems e lve s  us ing  o u r  l i t t l e  pl ays e t .  

We  fini she d  the  year  with  o u r  Chr i s tmas  St ay  an d  P l ay  s e s s ions ,  which  we r e  s uch  a  j oy .
Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the  fami l i e s  who  j o ine d  us  t o  make  r e in d e e r  fo o d ,  d e corat e  b i s c u i t s  an d  g e t
s t uck  int o  s ome  fe s t ive  mar k  mak ing .  The  chi l d r en  we r e  s o  p ro u d  t o  s ing  the i r  Chr i s tmas
s ongs  a t  the  en d .  

We  hop e  yo u  a l l  have  a  won d e r fu l  b r eak ,  an d  we  can ’ t  wa i t  t o  s e e  yo u  in  the  Ne w  Year.  

. . .  The  L i t t l e  O aks  Nu rs ey  Team



A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION
A U T U N M  2  N E W S L E T T E R D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

O u r  theme  thi s  t e rm ,  ‘ I t ’ s  g e t t ing  dar ke r ’ ,  has  b e en  an  exc i t ing  j o u rney  int o  fe s t iva l s ,
c u l t u ra l  c e l e b rat ions  an d  s eas onal  chang e s  an d  expl or ing  l i ght  an d  dar k  within  them .  We
have  l in ke d  o u r  l earning  t o  exp e r i enc e s  o f  l i ght s  an d  fi r e wor ks  b e ing  p ar t  o f  c u l t u ra l
event s  s uch  as  H al l owe en ,  Bon fi r e  Ni ght ,  D iwal i ;  the  H in du  an d  S i kh  fe s t iva l  o f  l i ght ,
an d  b u i l d ing  exc i t ement  for  up coming  Chr i s tmas  an d  Ne w  Year  c e l e b rat ions .  

As  the  s eas ons  have  chang e d ,  we  have  t a l ke d  ab o u t  the  weathe r  da i l y  an d  l ove d  no t i c ing
how  i t  chang e s  thro ugh  each  day  an d  each  we e k .  We  have  b e en  ‘ camp ing ’  in  o u r  ro l e
pl ay  ar eas  an d  vi s i t e d  the  For e s t  Scho o l  ar ea  f in d ing  o u t  the  ans we r  t o  o u r  b i g  s c i enc e
qu e s t ion  ‘ Why  do  l eave s  c r unch ? ’  The  fami ly  event  was  s uch  fun  an d  gave  us  a  chanc e  t o
shar e  o u r  for e s t  s cho o l  sk i l l s  with  o u r  g rown - up s .  

R e c ent l y ,  we  ha d  a  ve r y  sp e c i a l  vi s i t or  in  s cho o l ,  H enr y  the  he dg eho g .  H e  d rop p e d  by
with  hi s  owne r,  G raham ,  t o  s up p or t  o u r  l earning  ab o ut  wo o d l an d  animal s  an d  we  l earnt
the  meaning  o f  the  wor ds  ‘ no c t u rnal ’  an d  ‘ hib e rnat e ’ .  

As  i f  that  wasn ’ t  eno ugh  fun  for  one  t e rm ,  we  have  us e d  the  fant as t i c  s t or y  o f  The
G ing e rb r ea d  M an  t o  d eve l op  o u r  s t or y  s e qu enc ing  an d  comp r ehens ion  sk i l l s .  We  we r e
vi s i t e d  by  the  l i t t l e  o l d  woman  who s e  g ing e rb r ea d  b oy  ran  away .  For t unat e ly ,  the
Bumb l e b e e  Bake r y  ha d  op ene d  i t s  do ors  aga in  an d  we  we r e  ab l e  t o  make  he r  a  ne w  one.
We  a l s o  go t  t o  make  s ome  for  o u rs e lve s  t o o  an d  they  we r e  yummy !  

O u r  t e rm  concl u d e d  with  the  eag e r ly  ant i c i p at e d  Chr i s tmas  show .  The  chi l d r en  have
wor ke d  s o  har d  t o  l earn  an d  p e r form  a  rang e  o f  s ongs .  We  have  b e en  s o  exc i t e d  t o
p e r form  i t  for  yo u .  We  hop e  yo u  l ove d  i t  as  much  as  we  have  g e t t ing  i t  a l l  r ea dy .  We
have  a l s o  cont inu e d  o u r  l earning  o f  fe s t iva l s  by  Fathe r  D avi d  vi s i t ing  us  from  The
Chu rch  o f  The  G o o d  Shephe r d .  H e  t o l d  us  a l l  ab o u t  The  Fi r s t  Chr i s tmas .  

Than k  yo u  for  yo u r  cont inu e d  s up p or t  with  phonics  an d  r ea d ing  a t  home.  We  ar e  a l ways
ke en  t o  hear  how  yo u r  chi l d  i s  do ing  a t  home.  P l eas e  shar e  by  comment ing  in  the
r ea d ing  j o u rnal .  We  a l s o  l ove  t o  s e e  ac t ivi t i e s  from  home,  inc l u d ing  d eve l op ing  wr i t ing ,
an d  the  chi l d r en  l ove  shar ing  the i r  L earning  Jo u rnal  up dat e s  s o  pl eas e  t ake  s ome  t ime  t o
a d d  a  fe w  p i e c e s  i f  yo u  ar e  ab l e  t o .  

. . .  The  R e c ep t ion  Team



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR ONE
A U T U N M  2  N E W S L E T T E R D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

What  a  b usy  en d  t o  2 0 2 5  St ar l ing  an d  G o l d finch  c l as s  have  ha d !
The  chi l d r en  have  cont inu e d  t o  imp r e ss  us  with  how  qu ick ly  they
have  s e t t l e d  int o  the  Year  1  ro u t ine .  

Thi s  t e rm ,  we  have  en j oye d  g e t t ing  s t uck  int o  o u r  t op i c  ‘ Te l l  us  a
Tal e… ’ .  In  G u i d e d  R ea d ing ,  we  have  b e en  r ea d ing  the  t ext s  ‘ The
D e ep  D ar k  Wo o ds ’  an d  ‘ Fa i r y  Tal e  P e t s ’ .  We  have  b e en  l earning
ab o ut  the  VIPE RS  r ea d ing  sk i l l s  an d  ap ply ing  the s e  t o  the  t ext s
in  smal l  g ro up s  an d  du r ing  o u r  s e l f - ini t i a t e d  l earning  t ime.  

To  cons o l i dat e  the  l earning  o f  o u r  ‘ Tra d i t ional  Tal e s ’  t op i c  we
ha d  a  vi s i t  from  The  R a inb ow  Theat r e  comp any .  We  we r e  s o
l ucky  t o  have  fo u r  o f  the  Tra d i t ional  Tal e s  ac t e d  o u t  for  us  –
s ome  o f  us  even  p e r forme d  in  the  show !  As  we l l  as  The  R a inb ow
Theat r e  coming  t o  vi s i t ,  we  ha d  s ome  o f  the  charac t e r s  from  the
t ra d i t ional  t a l e s  come  t o  vi s i t  an d  r ea d  us  a  s t or y !  

Thi s  hal f  t e rm ,  we  have  cont inu e d  wor k ing  on  o u r  Year  1  wr i t ing
r ul e s  within  Eng l i sh .  We  can  a l l  t e l l  yo u  what  a  go o d  s ent enc e
ne e ds  an d  we  p u t  thi s  in  t o  p rac t i s e  when  wr i t ing  a  r e co unt  o f
The  R a inb ow  Theat r e  vi s i t  an d  when  wr i t ing  o u r  own  t ra d i t ional
t a l e  s t or i e s .  

In  M aths ,  we  have  b e en  p rac t i s ing  o u r  co unt ing  an d  s ub i t i s ing
sk i l l s  as  we l l  as  l earning  what  p ar t s  form  a  whol e .  We  have  a l s o
b e en  wor k ing  r ea l l y  har d  on  o u r  nume ral s  format ion !  H e r e  i s  the
s ong  we  have  b e en  l earning  i f  yo u r  chi l d  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  ke ep  on
p rac t i s ing  a t  home :  
ht t p s : / / w w w . yo ut ub e . com / wat ch ? v = Dz Kq Cmj VXLI  

We  have  a l s o  en j oye d  o u r  PSH E  t op i c s  thi s  hal f  t e rm !  We  have
b e en  l earning  a l l  ab o u t  chi l d r en  who  ar e  p ar t  o f  the  Gyp sy ,  Roma
Trave l l e r  C ommunit y  an d  how  o u r  l ive s  ar e  b o th  s imi l ar  an d
d i ffe r ent  t o  the i r s .  We  a l s o  t o ok  p ar t  in  A nt i - b ul l y ing  we e k
whe r e  we  we r e  p ro u d  t o  wear  o d d  c l o the s  t o  c e l e b rat e  o u r
d i ffe r enc e s !  

A  final  hi ghl i ght  o f  the  hal f  t e rm  was  the  Chr i s tmas  Show !  We
fe e l  ve r y  p ro u d  o f  a l l  the  chi l d r en  for  l earning  the  wor ds  an d
ac t ions  t o  the  s ongs  an d  s ing ing  them  s o  b eau t i fu l l y  t o  a  b i g
au d i enc e !  

We  hop e  yo u  a l l  have  a  Ve r y  M e rr y  Chr i s tmas  an d  a  H ap py
H ol i day !  We  l o ok  for war d  t o  l o t s  mor e  fun  l earning  exp e r i enc e s
in  2 0 2 6 !  

. . .  The  Year  1  Team



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR TWO
A U T U N M  2  N E W S L E T T E R D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

What  ano the r  b r i l l i ant  hal f  t e rm  we  have  ha d  in  Year  2 .
Rob in  an d  Wr en  c l as s e s  have  l ove d  imme rs ing  o u rs e lve s
int o  o u r  ‘ Onc e  Up on  a  Time ’  t op i c  an d  expl or ing  d i ffe r ent
ve r s ions  o f  t ra d i t ional  t a l e s .  

The  chi l d r en  have  c r eat e d  s ome  amaz ing  s e l f - p or t ra i t s .  We
s t ar t e d  by  ske t ching  o u rs e lve s  ve r y  car e fu l l y  one  s t ep  a t  a
t ime,  then  mixe d  o u r  sk in  t one s  us ing  p r imar y  co l o u rs .  We
al s o  c r eat e d  a  b ackg ro un d  for  o u r  p or t ra i t s  by  d rawing
p ic t u r e s  that  r ep r e s ent  us .  

In  Eng l i sh  an d  G e o g raphy ,  we  have  p ro duc e d  l o t s  o f
amaz ing  p i e c e s  o f  wr i t ing .  We  c r eat e d  s ome  inc r e d ib l e  fac t
fi l e s  a l l  ab o u t  Ghana  an d  l earne d  a  l o t  ab o u t  the  fo o d  an d
c ul t u r e .  O u r  fo o d  t as t ing  o f  t ra d i t ional  Ghana i an  fo o d
r ea l l y  he lp e d  the  chi l d r en  with  the i r  amaz ing  vo cab ul ar y .
They  l ove d  go ing  up  t o  the  For e s t  Scho o l  for  thi s
exp e r i enc e .  They  then  wor ke d  in  g ro up s  t o  c r eat e  a
d iorama,  comp ar ing  the  s imi l ar i t i e s  an d  d i ffe r enc e s  o f
phys i ca l  an d  human  feat u r e s  in  the  U . K .  an d  Ghana .  

We  a l s o  sp ent  a  l o t  o f  t ime  r ea d ing  an d  r e - t e l l ing  the  s t or y
o f  ‘ P r inc e  C in d e rs ’ .  We  en j oye d  wr i t ing  charac t e r
d e s c r i p t ions  which  gave  us  the  sk i l l s  we  ne e d e d  t o  a d d  l o t s
o f  d e s c r i p t ions  t o  o u r  s t or i e s .  The  a dul t s  we r e  s o  imp r e ss e d
with  the  fant as t i c  vo cab ul ar y  that  the  chi l d r en  us e d .  

Final l y ,  we  ro un d e d  o ff  an  amaz ing  hal f  t e rm  with  a
b r i l l i ant  Chr i s tmas  p e r formanc e .  We  have  b e en  p rac t i s ing
the s e  s ongs  in  o u r  M us ic  l e s s ons  an d  in  as s emb l i e s  for
we e ks  an d  eve r yone  was  s o  p ro u d  when  i t  a l l  came
t o g e the r.  We  a l s o  l ove d  l earning  o u r  ‘ R ememb e r  the
R e in d e e r ’  p o em .  

Wel l  done  for  a  fant as t i c  hal f  t e rm  Year  2 .  We  hop e
eve r yone  has  an  amaz ing ,  we l l - earne d  r e s t  ove r  the
Chr i s tmas  ho l i days  an d  l o ok  for war d  t o  mor e  amaz ing
l earning  in  2 0 2 6 .  

. . .  The  Year  2  Team



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR THREE
A U T U N M  2  N E W S L E T T E R D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

Wel l  done,  Year  3 .  What  a  t e r r i f i c  t e rm .  We  ar e  s o  p ro u d  o f  yo u  a l l !  

The  b o ok  that  we  have  b e en  en j oy ing  thi s  t e rm  i s  ab o u t  the  pl i ght  o f  do lphins  an d
wi l d l i fe  in  o u r  o c eans  an d  the  e ffe c t s  that  r ub b i sh  can  have  on  them .  ‘ The  Song  o f  the
D olphin  Boy ’  has  e l i c i t e d  l o t s  o f  d i s c uss ion  an d  d e ep  thin k ing .  We  have  en j oye d  thi s
b o ok  b as e d  on  Sco t t i sh  fo l k  l aw .  We  have  wr i t t en  r ep or t s  ab o u t  r ub b i sh  an d  have
d evi s e d  o u r  own  l i t t e r  s u r veys  from  an d  aro un d  s cho o l .  

O u r  Sc i enc e  t op i c  on  L i ght s  has  d eve l op e d  o u r  un d e rs t an d ing  o f  s o u rc e s  o f  l i ght ,
r e fl e c t ive  s u r fac e s  an d  sha dows  in  Sc i enc e .  We  have  r ea l l y  en j oye d  expl or ing  the  p owe r
o f  l i ght  us ing  o u r  mini  ‘ b ear  cave s ’  in  c l as s .

In  R e l i g io us  E ducat ion ,  we  ar e  ask ing  the  BIG  qu e s t ion  ‘ H as  Chr i s tmas  l o s t  i t s  t r u e
meaning  for  Chr i s t i ans ? ’  Thi s  l e d  t o  l o t s  o f  d i s c uss ion  ab o ut  what  Chr i s tmas  means  for
each  o f  us ,  an d  how  o u r  meanings  an d  val u e s  can  b e  d i ffe r ent ,  b u t  s t i l l  b e  ve r y  sp e c i a l .
Fathe r  D avi d  came  int o  s cho o l  an d  the  chi l d r en  l i s t ene d  t o  the  key  p o int s  o f  thi s
c e l e b rat ion ,  inc l u d ing  the  Nat ivi t y .  The  chi l d r en  have  a  ve r y  go o d  un d e rs t an d ing  o f  how
Chr i s tmas  i s  imp or t ant  t o  Chr i s t i ans .  
In  M us ic ,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e en  p rac t i c ing  the i r  s ing ing  an d  p e r formanc e  sk i l l s .  

We  ar e  p a i r ing  up  with  year  5  an d  l o ok  for war d  t o  o u r  p e r formanc e s  in  the  l as t  we e k  o f
t e rm .  

The  chi l d r en  ar e  p u t t ing  the  f ini shing  t o uche s  t o  the i r  s e wing  an d  ar e  l o ok ing  for war d
t o  t ak ing  the i r  e ffor t s  home  t o  shar e !  They  have  d e corat e d  an d  ma d e  fe l t  t r e e s ,  us ing
ove rs t i t ching  an d  r unning  s t i che s  t o  fas t en  an d  s e c u r e  the  d i ffe r ent  mat e r i a l s .  

What  has  b e en  mo s t  imp r e ss ive,  i s  the i r  wi l l ingne ss  t o  shar e  the i r  sk i l l s  with  the i r
fr i en ds !

. . .  The  Year  3  Team
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A U T U N M  2  N E W S L E T T E R D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

This  has  b e en  a  fant as t i c  t e rm  in  Year  4  an d  the  chi l d r en  have  r ea l l y  s e t t l e d  down
int o  b e ing  r e sp ons ib l e ,  g rown - up  l earne rs .  

We  have  cont inu e d  o u r  t op i c  o f  The  Tu dors  an d  t aken  i t  fu r the r  by  l earning  ab o u t
expl or e r s  an d  o the r  imp or t ant  Tu dor  f i g u r e s .  Thi s  has  inc l u d e d  S i r  Franc e s  D rake
an d  the  r enowne d  pl ay wr i ght ,  Wi l l i am  Shake sp ear e !  We  a l s o  b e came  expl or e r s
o u rs e lve s  when  we  went  on  an  exp e d i t ion  up  So uthwick  H i l l  w i th  a  Nat ional  Tr us t
rang e r.  We  l earne d  that  the  ar ea  i s  p ro t e c t e d  s o  when  they  b u i l t  the  A 27 ,  they  ha d
t o  d i g  thro ugh  the  hi l l  t o  make  the  So uthwick  Tunne l  ins t ea d  o f  c u t t ing  thro ugh  i t .
We  a l s o  l earne d  ab o u t  the  nat u ra l  hab i t a t s  o f  the  l o ca l  b i r ds .  

We  have  r ea d  t wo  b o oks  thi s  t e rm ,  ‘ A  M i ds umme r  Ni ght ’ s  D r eam ’  an d  ' My  O the r
L i fe . '  Bo th  s t or i e s  insp i r e d  s ome  fab ul o us  wr i t ing .  The  mag ica l  fa i r y  k ing dom  o f  A
M i ds umme r  Ni ght ’ s  D r eam  was  the  s e t t ing  o f  o u r  own  mys t i ca l  j o u rney  thro ugh  the
wo o ds  an d  d i s cove r ing  a  pl ac e  fu l l  o f  mag ic  an d  won d e r.  ‘ My  O the r  L i fe ’  expl or e s  an
al t e rnat ive  l i fe  thro ugh  a  s wi r l ing  p or t a l .  The  chi l d r en  pl anne d  o u t  the i r  ve r y  own
p or t a l  s t or y !  The  chi l d r en  tho ught  car e fu l l y  ab o u t  how  t o  make  the i r  wr i t ing
exc i t ing  an d  d e s c r i p t ive .  We  we r e  r ea l l y  imp r e ss e d  with  the  s t or i e s  they  p ro duc e d
an d  en j oye d  r ea d ing  them .  
In  s c i enc e,  the  chi l d r en  s t ar t e d  t o  ob s e r ve  i c e  p o l e s  c l o s e ly  an d  p r e d i c t e d  what
mi ght  hap p en  t o  them  du r ing  the  day .  Eve r y  t wo  ho u rs ,  we  che cke d  them  by  we i ghing
them  an d  meas u r ing  the i r  t emp e rat u r e .  By  home  t ime,  o u r  i c e  han ds  ha d  a l l  me l t e d
an d  the r e  was  no thing  b u t  a  p u d d l e  o f  l i qu i d !  Thi s  inve s t i ga t ion  was  o u r  s t ar t ing
p o int  for  l earning  ab o u t  s o l i ds ,  l i qu i ds  an d  gas e s .  P e rhap s  yo u r  chi l d r en  co ul d  f in d
exampl e  o f  s o l i ds ,  l i qu i ds  an d  gas e s  in  the i r  home ?  

For  R E ,  the  chi l d r en  en j oye d  the  as s emb ly  whe r e  Fathe r  D avi d
vi s i t e d  us  an d  expl a ine d  the  Nat ivi t y  St or y  fu r the r  for  us .  We
al s o  l earne d  that  the r e  ar e  many  conne c t ions  t o  the  O l d
Te s t ament  fo l l owe d  in  Ju da i sm .  

The  chi l d r en  have  cont inu e d  t o  amaz e  us  with  the i r  t ime s  t ab l e
d e d i cat ion .  They  a l l  j o in  in  b r i l l i ant l y  with  the  c l as s  co unt ing
s t i ck  an d  i t  has  b e en  r ea l l y  imp r e ss ive  t o  s e e  the i r  p ro g r e s s  on
TTRS .  The  chi l d r en  ar e  b e g inning  t o  wor k  up  the  l eve l s  an d  we
have  s e en  many  awar d e d  with  ‘ Ro ck  H e ro ’  thi s  hal f  t e rm .  Ke ep
up  the  har d  wor k ,  Year  4 !  

. . .  The  Year  4  Team
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This  hal f  t e rm ,  Year  5  have  cont inu e d  t o  s e t t l e  in  we l l  an d  ar e  b e g inning  t o  ap ply  the
s cho o l  va l u e s  each  an d  eve r y  day  cons i s t ent l y .  

Within  r ea d ing ,  we  have  cont inu e d  with  P e rcy  Jacks on  an d  the  L i ghtning  Thi e f ,  which
the  chi l d r en  have  s a i d  i s  the i r  favo u r i t e  b o ok  eve r !  No t  only  do e s  i t  t r u ly  cap t u r e  the i r
imag inat ion ,  the i r  p r e d i c t ion  sk i l l s  ar e  insp i r e d  as  R ick  R ior dan  o ft en  l eave s  the
chap t e r s  on  a  c l i ff - hang e r.  

In  wr i t ing ,  the  chi l d r en  have  fo c us e d  on  the  O lymp ic  game s  an d  we  even  comp e t e d  in
o u r  ve r y  own  ve rs ion  o f  them .  D u r ing  the  game s ,  as  yo u  can  imag ine,  a l l  o f  o u r
chi l d r en  we r e  f i e rc e ly  comp e t i t ive  an d  ha d  an  unwave r ing  hung e r  for  s uc c e ss .  Wel l  done
t o  Bramb e r,  who  jus t  p r eva i l e d .  

We  have  b e en  mathemat i ca l l y  amb it io us  t o  i d ent i fy  the  mo s t  e ffi c i ent  ment a l  an d
wr i t t en  s t ra t e g i e s  when  s o lving  a d d i t ion  an d  s ub t rac t ion  p rob l ems  un d e rs t an d ing  that
sk i l l s  s uch  as  numb e r  b on ds ,  do ub l ing  an d  t ime s  t ab l e s  ar e  key  for  o u r  s uc c e ss .  

O u r  Bi g  Q u e s t ions  in  Sc i enc e  conc ent rat e d  on  the  human  l i fe  cyc l e  an d  how  o u r  b o d i e s
chang e  b o th  phys i ca l l y  an d  ment a l l y  as  we  ag e .  The  chi l d r en  we r e  fas c inat e d  with  the
many  mi l e s t one s  they  have  achi eve d  in  the i r  l ive s  phys i ca l l y  an d  ment a l l y !  

Whi l s t  E l d e r  have  b e en  ac t ive  with  danc e  an d  b aske tb a l l  sk i l l s  in  the  PE  c u rr i c u l um ,
Rowan  cont inu e d  with  the i r  s wimming  l e s s ons .  I t  has  b e en  fant as t i c  t o  s e e  the
chi l d r en ’ s  con fi d enc e  g row  in  the  wat e r  ove r  the  t en  we e ks  an d  they  have  ma d e  s o
much  p ro g r e s s !  Bo th  c l as s e s  have  t aken  t ime  t o  r e g ul ar ly  compl e t e  the  da i l y  mi l e  an d
the  imp rovement  in  the i r  mo t ivat ion  an d  fi tne ss  l eve l s  can  c l ear ly  b e  s e en .  

Next  t e rm ,  we  wi l l  b e  s t ar t ing  o u r  ne w  t op i c :  SPAC E  an d  o u r  DT  an d  ar t  fo c us  wi l l  b e
3 D  s c ulp t u r e  whe r e  the  chi l d r en  wi l l  b e  chal l eng e d  with  d e s i gning  the i r  own  s o l ar
sys t em …  Wat ch  o u t  worl d !  The  wi d e r  c u rr i c u l um  fo c us  wi l l  s wit ch  from  hi s t or y  t o
g e o g raphy  with  o u r  c l as s  s t or y  ‘ The  St or y  o f  the  Bl u e  P l ane t ’  s up p or t ing  o u r  l earning .  

. . .  The  Year  5  Team



Year  6  have  wor ke d  inc r e d ib ly  har d  thi s  t e rm .  We  ar e  ve r y  p ro u d  o f  the  mat u r i t y  they  have
shown  in  the i r  l earning  an d  as  l ea d e r s  aro un d  the  s cho o l .  I t  has  b e en  c l ear  that  they  ar e
r e l i shing  the  op p or t unit y  t o  b e  ro l e  mo d e l s  an d  they  ar e  en j oy ing  s up p or t ing  chi l d r en  in
yo ung e r  year  g ro up s .  In  s ome  cas e s ,  o u r  chi l d r en  have  b e en  g iving  up  the i r  l uncht ime s  t o
he lp  o u t  o the r  chi l d r en  in  the  s cho o l ;  s uch  as ,  tho s e  who  have  b e en  he lp ing  chi l d r en  in
R e c ep t ion  an d  Key  St ag e  One  with  the i r  l unche s .  O u r  L ib rar i ans  have  a l s o  b e en  s up e rs t ar s ,
ens u r ing  o u r  l i b rar y  b o oks  ar e  car e d  for  an d  the  sp ac e  i s  us eab l e  for  a l l .  Wel l  done  Year  6 !  
 
We  s t ar t e d  the  hal f  t e rm ,  wr i t ing  a  non - chrono l o g i ca l  r ep or t  ab o u t  The  C o l ora do  R ive r.
B e for e  we  co ul d  wr i t e  anything ,  we  us e d  i Pa ds ,  l ap t op s ,  in format ion  b o oks  an d  a t l as e s  t o
r e s earch  c u rr ent  fac t s  ab o u t  the  r ive r.  The  wr i t ing  s t ar t e d  with  the  phys i ca l  g e o g raphy  o f
the  r ive r  an d  en d e d  d i s c uss ing  the  imp ac t  o f  humans  on  the  r ive r  an d  how  they  ar e  t ack l ing
the s e  p rob l ems  t o  ens u r e  the  p r e s e r vat ion  o f  the  maj or  wat e r way .  O u r  c l as s  r ea d e r  -  Boy  in
the  Towe r  -  has  insp i r e d  us  t o  wr i t e  a  ne wsp ap e r  r ep or t  du e  t o  the  d ramat i c  event s  that
un fo l d  in  the  s t or y .  Fi r s t l y ,  we  l earnt  ab o u t  the  fea t u r e s  o f  a  ne wsp ap e r  by  analys ing  an
exampl e  t ext  an d  then  us e  tho s e  fea t u r e s  t o  wr i t e  o u r  own  with  the  s up p or t  o f  o u r  t eache r.
O u r  c l as s  ne wsp ap e r  r ep or t s ,  a r e  ab o u t  a  hi ghly  d e s t r uc t ive  fl o o d  that  t or e  thro ugh  the
vi l l ag e  o f  Bo s cas t l e  in  Nor th  C ornwal l .  B e caus e  ne wsp ap e rs  ne e d  t o  b e  d ramat i c ,  we  dug
d e ep  t o  f in d  many  ways  t o  convey  the  aw ful  s c ene s  that  un fo l d e d  that  day .  Onc e  i t  was
fini she d ,  we  p ub l i she d  them  on  the  l ap t op s  us ing  o u r  wor d  p ro c e ss ing  sk i l l s .  

In  G e o g raphy ,  the  chi l d r en  l earne d  a l l  ab o u t  r ive r s .  They  ar e  now  armo u r e d  with  ne w
vo cab ul ar y  s uch  as :  mean d e r,  s o u rc e,  e ro s ion  an d  t r i b u t ar y .  We  a l s o  t aught  r ive r s  thro ugh
o the r  s ub j e c t s ,  s uch  as  R ea d ing ,  whe r e  chi l d r en  us e d  in format ion  t ext s  t o  exp an d  the i r
knowl e dg e  o f  the  C o l ora do  R ive r  an d  The  Thame s .  Fu r the rmor e,  we  us e d  o u r  knowl e dg e  o f
envi ronment a l  ar t  t o  make  nat u ra l  co l l ag e s  ab o ut  the  key  charac t e r i s t i c s  o f  r ive r s .  The
chi l d r en  a l s o  en j oye d  a  fant as t i c  t r i p  t o  C uckme r e  H aven ,  whe r e  they  we r e  ab l e  t o  p u t  the i r
knowl e dg e  t o  the  t e s t !  B e caus e  r ive r s  fl ow ,  we  have  cho s en  Vinc ent  Van  G o gh  as  o u r  fo c us
ar t i s t  as  hi s  b r ushs t roke s  can  show  movement .  We  s t ar t e d  the  t e rm  l o ok ing  a t  hi s  ( an d
o the rs ’ )  p a int ings ,  l i fe  an d  the  movement  as s o c i a t e d  with  him  –  Imp r e ss ioni sm .  The  chi l d r en
expl or e d  with  a  var i e t y  o f  me d i ums  s o  s e e  how  b e s t  they  co ul d  r e c r eat e  movement  thro ugh
the  manip ul a t ion  o f  l ine .  The i r  o u t come s  we r e  fant as t i c !  
 
We  have  thoro ughly  en j oye d  o u r  ma in  r ea d ing  b o ok  for  thi s  t e rm ,  The  Boy  In  The  Towe r.  A
s t or y  ab o ut  a  b oy  name d  Ad e,  who  l ove s  l iving  a t  the  t op  o f  a  t owe r  b l o ck .  From  hi s  win dow ,
he  fe e l s  l i ke  he  can  s e e  the  whol e  worl d  s t r e t ching  o u t  b eneath  him .  H i s  mum  do e sn' t  r ea l l y
l i ke  l o ok ing  o u t s i d e  -  b u t  i t ' s  go ing  o u t s i d e  that  she  hat e s .  She  p r e fe r s  t o  s l e ep  a l l  day
ins i d e  the i r  t owe r,  whe r e  i t ' s  s a fe .  Exc ep t  i t  i sn' t  for  l ong .  St rang e  pl ant s  s t ar t  t o  t ake  ove r
an d  t owe r  b l o cks  fa l l  down  aro un d  them .  I t  i s  l e ft  w ith  Ad e  t o  t r y  an d  fin d  a  way  o u t …  I t  i s
a  ve r y  s usp ens e ful  nove l  with  pl ent y  o f  PSH E  l in ks  ab o ut  r e l a t ionship s  an d  r e s i l i enc e .  
 
Ove ra l l ,  the  Aut umn  t e rm  has  b e en  a  g r eat  s uc c e ss  with  l o t s  o f  p ro g r e s s  b e ing  ma d e,
a l ongs i d e  having  l o t s  o f  fun !  We  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  s ay  than k  yo u  for  yo u r  cont inu e d  s up p or t  a t
home,  as  we l l  as  wi shing  yo u  a  M e rr y  Chr i s tmas .  L e t ’ s  make  2 0 2 6  as  much  o f  a  s uc c e ss  as
the  s t ar t  o f  year  6  has  b e en

. . .  The  Year  6  Team
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O u r  t op i c  o f  ‘ Aut umn  an d  A nimal s ’  has  b e en  a  g r eat  op p or t unit y  t o  l earn  ab o ut  the  s eas ons
an d  chang e s  in  the  weathe r.  We  have  s t ar t e d  o u r  day  by  l o ok ing  a t  the  weathe r  an d
p r e d i c t ing  the  next  days  weathe r.  We  have  i d ent i f i e d  how  we  l o ok  a ft e r  o u rs e lve s  an d  what
things  we  ne e d  with  chang ing  s eas ons .  

We  have  b e en  l ucky  t o  have  M rs  G aro ghan ’ s  do g  Luna  in  t o  For e s t  c l as s ,  she  has  l ove d
l i s t ening  t o  o u r  phonics  an d  r ea d ing  sk i l l s  an d  has  l ove d  a  l ong  wal k  on  the  f i e l d .  For e s t
c l as s  have  shown  r e sp e c t  when  l earning  the  r u l e s  ab o u t  t o uching  animal s  an d  how  we  l o ok
aft e r  do gs .  

We  have  l ove d  coming  t o g e the r  t o  go  for  a  da i l y  wal k  an d  sp en d ing  t ime  t ak ing  p ar t  in
min d ful ne ss  co l o u r ing  an d  l earning  how  t o  d raw  s e s s ions .  We  ar e  g e t t ing  ve r y  go o d !  We
have  expl or e d  a  var i e t y  o f  mat e r i a l s  s uch  as  shaving  fo am ,  c l o u d  do ugh ,  s a l t  do ugh ,  r i c e  an d
ic e .  

We  have  b e en  wor k ing  har d  t o  s t r eng then  o u r  f ine  mo t or  sk i l l s  thro ugh  thr ea d ing ,  us ing
t we ez e rs  t o  s or t  an d  i d ent i fy  ob j e c t s  an d  c u t t ing  sk i l l s .  Thi s  has  ha d  a  g r eat  imp ac t  on  o u r
han dwr it ing  an d  o u r  ab i l i t y  t o  ho l d  a  p en !  

We  have  b e en  l o ok ing  a t  o d d  an d  even  numb e rs  with  the  he lp  o f  o u r  Numb e rb l o cks  fr i en ds
an d  we  have  en j oye d  us ing  o u r  co unt ing  s t i ck  an d  s ub i t i z ing  sk i l l s  t o  emb e d  o u r  l earning .

We  have  en j oye d  l o ok ing  a t  d i ffe r ent  imag e s  for  o u r  animal  t op i c  an d  we  have  b e en  ab l e  t o
d e s c r ib e  the s e  imag e s  an d  o u r  t eache rs  ar e  ve r y  imp r e ss e d  with  o u r  i d eas  an d  o u r
han dwr it ing .  

We  have  en j oye d  p rac t i c ing  o u r  g ro ss  mo t or  sk i l l s  on  the  b i ke s  an d  on  a  ob s t ac l e  co u rs e ,  we
have  b e en  fo c us ing  on  s a fe  b ehavio u rs  on  the  e qu ipment  an d  t ak ing  t u rns .

Wel l  done  For e s t  C l as s ,  we  ar e  p ro u d  o f  yo u .
. . .  For e s t  C l as s  Team
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Chi l d r en  have  shown  fant as t i c  enthus i asm  an d
commitment  in  PE  l e s s ons  thi s  t e rm  an d  i t  has  b e en  g r eat
t o  s e e  s uch  hi gh  l eve l s  o f  engag ement  ac ro ss  a l l  year
g ro up s .  They  have  ap p ro ache d  l e s s ons  with  a  p o s i t ive
at t i t u d e,  d emons t ra t ing  t eamwor k ,  r e s i l i enc e  an d  a  r ea l
wi l l ingne ss  t o  chal l eng e  thems e lve s  an d  imp rove  the i r
sk i l l s .  

Thro ugho ut  the  t e rm ,  l e s s ons  have  fo c us e d  no t  only  on  d eve l op ing  phys i ca l  sk i l l s  b u t
a l s o  on  imp or t ant  va l u e s  s uch  as  co op e rat ion ,  communicat ion  an d  sp or t ing  sp i r i t .
Chi l d r en  have  wor ke d  har d  t o  ap ply  t ac t i c s ,  r e fl e c t  on  the i r  p e r formanc e s  an d
s up p or t  one  ano the r,  c r eat ing  a  p o s i t ive  an d  inc l us ive  l earning  envi ronment  in  PE .  

In  a d d i t ion  t o  o u r  c u rr i c u l um  l e s s ons ,  p up i l s  have  ha d  s eve ra l  op p or t unit i e s  t o
r ep r e s ent  the  s cho o l  a t  l o ca l  sp or t ing  event s ,  a l l  o f  which  they  ap p ro ache d  with
p r i d e  an d  mat u r i t y .  

O u r  Year  5  an d  6  b aske tb a l l  t eam  at t en d e d  a  fe s t iva l  a t
BH ASVIC ,  comp e t ing  aga ins t  a  numb e r  o f  l o ca l  s cho o l s .
The  t eam  p e r forme d  ext r emely  we l l ,  showing  exc e l l ent
t eamwor k  an d  d e t e rminat ion  an d  fini she d  in  an
imp r e ss ive  4 th  pl ac e,  r ep r e s ent ing  the  s cho o l  b r i l l i ant l y
b o th  on  an d  o ff  the  co u r t .  

We  a l s o  t o ok  p ar t  in  a  Year  4 – 6  inc l us ion  fe s t iva l ,  which  p rovi d e d  a  va l u ab l e
op p or t unit y  for  chi l d r en  who  do  no t  normal ly  g e t  the  chanc e  t o  r ep r e s ent  the  s cho o l
in  sp or t .  Thi s  event  was  a  r ea l  hi ghl i ght ,  enab l ing  p up i l s  t o  exp e r i enc e  comp e t i t ive
sp or t  in  a  s up p or t ive  an d  inc l us ive  envi ronment .  The  chi l d r en  showe d  g r eat
con fi d enc e,  e ffor t  an d  en j oyment  thro ugho ut .  

A  g ro up  o f  p up i l s  a l s o  r ep r e s ent e d  the  s cho o l  in  the  Year  5 – 6  c ro ss  co unt r y
comp e t i t i on .  A l l  r unne rs  d emons t ra t e d  r e s i l i enc e  an d  d e t e rminat ion  on  a  chal l eng ing
co u rs e .  A  sp e c i a l  ment ion  mus t  go  t o  Lo u i e  J en k ins ,  who  d e l ive r e d  a  s t an do ut
p e r formanc e  by  f ini shing  ins i d e  the  t op  2 0 .  Thi s  exc e l l ent  r e s u l t  means  Lo u i e  has
p ro g r e s s e d  t o  the  next  s t ag e  o f  the  comp e t i t i on ,  which  wi l l  t ake  pl ac e  in  M arch ,
whe r e  he  wi l l  r ep r e s ent  Br i ght on  an d  H ove  —  a  fant as t i c  achi evement .  

We  ar e  a l s o  inc r e d ib ly  p ro u d  t o  shar e  that  the  s cho o l  we r e  anno unc e d  as  r unne rs - up
in  the  Ac t ive  Scho o l  o f  the  Year  Awar d .  Thi s  i s  a  hug e  achi evement ,  p ar t i c u l ar ly
g iven  the  l arg e  numb e r  o f  p r imar y  s cho o l s  ac ro ss  Suss ex ,  an d  r e fl e c t s  the  cons i s t ent
commitment  t o  phys i ca l  ac t ivi t y ,  p ar t i c i p at ion  an d  we l l b e ing  shown  by  b o th  p up i l s
an d  s t a ff .  

Ove ra l l ,  i t  has  b e en  a  ve r y  s uc c e ss fu l  an d  en j oyab l e  t e rm
for  PE .  Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the  chi l d r en  for  the i r  har d  wor k
an d  p o s i t ive  a t t i t u d e s  an d  t o  p ar ent s  an d  s t a ff  for  the i r
cont inu e d  s up p or t .  We  l o ok  for war d  t o  b u i l d ing  on  thi s
s uc c e ss  in  the  coming  t e rm .  

. . .  M r  C r e l l in
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O racy  a t  M i l e  O ak  i s  go ing  from  s t r eng th  t o  s t r eng th .  No t
only  ar e  o u r  chi l d r en  un d e rs t an d ing  how  imp or t ant  t a l k  i s  t o
l earning ,  even  the  D ep ar tment  o f  E ducat ion  anno unc e d  thi s
month  that  O racy  wi l l  s t an d  a l ongs i d e  R ea d ing ,  Wr it ing  an d
A r i thme t i c  as  a  fo u r th  ' R ' .  

I t  i s  imp e rat ive  o u r  chi l d r en  ar e  ab l e  t o  us e  the i r  vo i c e s ,
co l l ab orat e  an d  g row  the i r  own  con fi d enc e .  B e ing  ab l e  t o
t a l k  with  p u rp o s e,  op ens  do ors  an d  p rovi d e s  op p or t unit i e s
that  mi ght  o the r wi s e  b e  inac c e ss ib l e .  We  ar e  wor k ing  har d  a t
M i l e  O ak  t o  ens u r e  that  a l l  chi l d r en  d eve l op  thi s  sk i l l .  

This  hal f  t e rm  s aw  chi l d r en  from  Key  St ag e  2  comp e t e  in
the  Insp i r ing  Vo ic e s  comp e t i t i on .  Thin k  X- Fac t or,  b u t  for
t a l k .  We  we r e  s o  imp r e ss e d  with  the  commitment  that  many
showe d  t o  wr i t e  an d  r ehears e  a  sp e e ch  ove r  the i r  hal f - t e rm
hol i day  b e for e  d e l ive r ing  in  front  o f  a  p ane l  o f  j u dg e s  an d
the i r  p e e r s .  The  winne rs  we r e  anno unc e d  an d  tho s e  from
Year  5  an d  Year  6  comp e t e d  in  a  c i t y - wi d e  comp e t i t i on  a t
Varn d ean  S e con dar y  Scho o l .  Naomi ,  Lo u i e  an d  Lo gan  we r e
phenomenal .  The  p ane l  comment e d  how  each  chi l d  ha d
l earnt  the i r  sp e e che s  by  hear t ,  no t  r e l y ing  on  no t e s .  we
we r e  ext r emely  p ro u d  o f  them .  The  winning  sp e e che s  wi l l
s o on  ap p ear  on  the  s cho o l  we b s i t e ,  s o  do  go  an d  have  a
l i s t en .  

In  l e s s ons ,  t eache rs  ar e  wor k ing  har d  t o  incorp orat e  O racy
int o  eve r y thing  we  do .  E ach  c l as s  has  i t s  own  s e t  o f
‘ D i s c uss ion  G u i d e l ine s ’  an d  we  us e  ‘ Tal k  Tac t i c s ’  t o  he lp
s t r uc t u r e  o u r  t a l k  for  l earning .  I t  i s  c l ear  thi s  i s  having  a
p o s i t ive  imp ac t  on  con fi d enc e,  as  even  o u r  qu i e t e r  vo i c e s  ar e
g rowing  in  s t a t u r e .  

Eve r y  Mon day ,  I  l ea d  an  O racy  ass emb ly  t o  s up p or t  chi l d r en
in  g rowing  the i r  vo i c e .  Thro ugh  game s  an d  l ow  s t ake s  t op i c s ,
we  p rac t i s e  how  t o  t a l k  for  e ffe c t ivene ss  an d  us e  d i ffe r ent
g ro up s  s i z e s  from  p a i r s  t o  a  t rave rs e .  Year  3  an d  Year  4  have
r ea l l y  emb rac e d  thi s  ne w  s t yl e  o f  as s emb ly .  

L as t l y ,  the r e  has  b e en  the  int ro duc t ion  o f  o u r  we e k ly  O racy
Champ ions  anno unc e d  in  o u r  c e l e b rat ion  ass emb ly  on  Fr i day .

H ave  a  we l l - d e s e r ve d  Chr i s tmas  when  i t  a rr ive s .  

. . .  M i s s  Mo or e  



THE DOME 
CAROL CONCERT
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O u r  won d e r fu l  cho i r  p e r forme d  a t  the  D ome  on  Tu e s day ,  2 n d  D e c emb e r,
fo l l owing  a  b usy  r ehears a l  with  many  o the r  s cho o l s  from  ac ro ss  Br i ght on
an d  H ove.  The s e  chi l d r en  have  shown  r ea l  commitment ,  a t t en d ing  r e g ul ar
we e k ly  —  an d  o ft en  t wic e - we e k ly  —  p rac t i c e s  a t  s cho o l ,  an d  they  s ing
with  s uch  enthus i asm  an d  con fi d enc e .  

A  b i g  than k - yo u  t o  the  fami l i e s  who  came  t o  wat ch  ( an d  j o in  in ! ) .  We
t r u ly  ap p r e c i a t e  yo u r  s up p or t  as  the  chi l d r en  have  a l s o  b e en  p rac t i s ing  a t
home.  

We  ar e  ALL  s o  p ro u d  o f  yo u !  

. . .  M s  Mc A r d l e



I t  was  a  fant as t i c  day !  A ft e r war ds ,  in  or d e r  t o  p ass  on  s ome  o f  o u r  l earning  t o
the  r e s t  o f  the  s cho o l ,  we  p r e s ent e d  s ome  o f  the  things  we  ha d  l earnt  an d
c r eat e d  in  an  ass emb ly .

Than k  yo u  for  yo u r  s up p or t  in  mak ing  the  c ra ft  event  s o
memorab l e ,  fun  an d  mag ica l  for  the  chi l d r en !  We  hop e  t o  r un
mor e  event s  l i ke  thi s  in  fu t u r e .  

FESTIVALS OF LIGHT
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DIWALI  

CHRISTMAS

At  the  en d  o f  l as t  t e rm ,  year  3  concl u d e d  the i r  D iwal i  t op i c
by  t ak ing  p ar t  in  s ome  exc i t ing  ac t ivi t i e s  aro un d  thi s
fe s t iva l  o f  l i ght .  

One  o f  the s e  ac t ivi t i e s  was  d e corat ing  pl a in  b i s c u i t s  with  R ango l i
p at t e rns  us ing  d e corat ing  i c ing ,  marshmal l ows  an d  sp r in k l e s .
Then  the  b e s t  p ar t  -  ea t ing  them !

As  we l l  as  thi s ,  we  ma d e  l amp s ;  l earnt  the  s t or y  o f  R ama  an d
Sit a ;  ma d e  p ap e r  pl a t e  R ango l i  p a t t e rns ;  l earnt  s ome  danc e  move s .
We  a l s o  wro t e  s ome  qu e s t ions  t o  a  H in du  in  o u r  l o ca l  communit y ,
who  r epl i e d  with  ans we rs  ab o u t  how  he r  fami ly  c e l e b rat e s  D iwal i .  

Thro ugho ut  the  year,  each  year  g ro up  wi l l  have  an
op p or t unit y  t o  c e l e b rat e  the  r e l i g io us  fe s t iva l  that
they  l earn  ab o ut  thro ugh  a  rang e  o f  engag ing
ac t ivi t i e s .  

On  Thu rs day  the  1 1 th  D e c emb e r,  we  he l d  o u r  f i r s t  who l e
s cho o l  Chr i s tmas  c ra ft  event  with  p ar ent s / car e r s / fami ly
memb e rs .  

The  t eache rs  organi s e d  r ea l l y  en j oyab l e  c ra ft  ac t ivi t i e s  an d  as
a l ways ,  the  chi l d r en  wowe d  us  with  what  they  ma d e !  I t  was  ma d e
ext ra  sp e c i a l  w ith  a l l  the  a dul t s  that  came  an d  j o ine d  in .

A ft e r war ds ,  we  ha d  s ome  int e r e s t ing  d i s c uss ions  in  o u r  c l as s e s
aro un d  o u r  R E  t op i c s :  ma inly  what  Chr i s tmas  means  t o  Chr i s t i ans
an d  a l s o  what  i t  means  t o  us .  

. . .  M r s  C r o g h a n



January

6th January
Epiphany
 Christian

This is the ‘twelfth day of Christmas’,
which, according to Christian belief
was when the three kings visited the
infant Jesus in Bethlehem, bearing
symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh; and when John the
Baptist baptised Jesus in the River
Jordan.
Epiphany is the day when some say
that all Christmas decorations
should be taken down, since
otherwise bad luck will follow.

14th/15th
January

Makar Sankranti 
 Hindu

Sankranti is the start of a new zodiac
sign. This is the date based on the
solar rather than the lunar calendar.
For many Hindus it is a day for giving

and patching up quarrels and
disagreements. Fires are lit outside
and peanuts and sesame sweets are
eaten round them. The traditional

Punjabi meal consists of cornmeal
chapatis and a mustard leaf dish.

18th
January

World Religion 
Day All Faiths

This day promotes
interfaith understanding by
emphasising factors
common to all faiths.

 

16th January
 

Al-Isra’ wal-Mi’raj 
 
(The Night Journey &
Ascension)

Muslim

This marks the night journey of the Prophet
Muhammad through the heavens to the
presence of God. It is when the command
that Muslims should pray five times a day
was given to the Prophet. The rock from
which the Prophet ascended is now in
Jerusalem’s ‘Dome of the Rock’. Muslims
mark this night by reading the Qur’an and
saying additional prayers.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
S p r i n g  1  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r
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February

3rd February

Lailat-Ul-Bara'ah 
 
(The Night Of
Forgiveness) 

Muslim

Muslims seek forgiveness for their sins at

this time. Many believe that on this night, a
person’s destiny is fixed by Allah for the

coming year. The night is spent in prayer,
asking for forgiveness and God’s guidance.
Some fast during the daytime in

preparation. In certain parts of the world
Muslims visit the graves of relatives, and the
giving of charity is also traditional. In many

places the night is marked with firework
displays.

15th February 
 Par nirvana Buddhist

This is a festival that marks the
death of the Buddha. It is also known
as Nirvana Day.
Buddhists celebrate the death of the
Buddha, because they believe that
having attained Enlightenment he
achieved freedom from physical
existence and its sufferings.

17th February
Lunar
New Year 
 

Chinese

New Year’s Day is the most
important event in the traditional
Chinese calendar and marks the
beginning of the first lunar month.
The festival is colourfully celebrated
with fireworks, dances (such as the
famous Lion Dance) and the giving of
gifts, flowers and sweets.
2026 is the year of the Horse

 

17th February –
18th March

Ramadan
Muslim
 

Ramadan is the 9th month of the Islamic

Calendar, when the Prophet received the
first revelation of verses of the Qur’an. It is

the holiest month for Muslims, and they
dedicate themselves to spiritual renewal,
prayer and intensive devotional reading of

the Qur’an. During the month of Ramadan
Muslims are required to fast from daybreak
until after sunset. No food or drink may be

consumed during the hours of fasting, and
those fasting must also abstain from

smoking and from sexual relations. After the
custom of the Prophet, the fast is
traditionally broken each evening by taking

dates and water.

17th February
 Shrove Tuesday Christian

This festival is often called ‘Pancake Day’, as
pancakes use up all the rich foods before
Lent. The name comes from the old word
‘shriving’, which means to listen to
someone’s sins and forgive them. In Anglo-
Saxon England, Christians would go to
church on Shrove Tuesday to confess their
sins and clean their soul. In other words,
they would be ‘shriven’. 

18th February
 

Ash Wednesday
 

Christian
 

This first day of Lent recalls the
temptations Jesus faced for forty
days in the wilderness.

18th February - 
2nd April
 

Lent Christian

This is a period of forty days of
fasting and self-discipline that leads
up to Easter. Traditionally, Christians
give up something during this time
to mark the forty days Jesus spent in
the wilderness. Many Christians feel
it is a time for study groups, prayer
and Bible reading.

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
S p r i n g  1  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r
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https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/


P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e
a n d  s e l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  y e a r  g r o u p
t o  v i e w  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o v e r v i e w
f o r  t h e i r  y e a r :
w w w . m i l e o a k s c h o o l . c o . u k / y e a r -
g r o u p s .  

T h i s  d e t a i l s  w h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e
l e a r n i n g  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t o p i c s
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o v e r ,  t h e
c u r r i c u l u m  m a p s  s h o w  t h e  k e y
s k i l l s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t .  

 

NEXT HALF TERM
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Topics for Spring 1

Reception - That’s Showbusiness 

Year 1 - Toys

 

Year 2 - Ice, Ice Baby! 

Year 3 - Where do we live? 

Year 4 - Romans 

Year 5 - Space 

Year 6 - Battle of Britain

Core Reading Texts for Spring 1

Reception: Life is Magic: Meg Mclaren, Wolf Won’t Bite:

Emily Gravett and Flyaway Katie: Polly Dunbar 

Year 1: Nothing: Mick Inkpen and Something Else: Kathryn

Cave 

Year 2: The Snow Dragon: Vivian French and Winter’s

Child: Angela McAllister 

Year 3: Tilly and the Time Machine: Ade Edmondson 

Year 4: Roman Diary: The Journal of Iliona and Young

Slave: Richard Platt 

Year 5: The Story of the Blue Planet: Andri Magnussen 

Year 6: When the Sky Falls: Phil Earl 

https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/
https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/


January
Mon 05.01.26 Inset Day

Tues 06.01.26 Inset Day

Wed 07.01.26 Children return to School

Wed 07.01.26 Little Oaks Nursery remains closed

Thurs 08.01.26 Little Oaks Nursery opens

Thurs 08.01.26 to 12.02.26 Year 5 Elder Class swimming 

Fri 09.01.26 Year 1 - Goldfinch class visit the Toy Museum 

Mon 12.01.26 Reception Topic Share 3:30pm

Tues 13.01.26 Reception Magician visit (onsite)

Tues 13.01.26 Year 4 Synagogue visit 

Wed 14.01.26 Individual and Sibling photos - Mop up session for those who were

absent in November

Wed 14.01.26 Year 4 Topic Share 3:30pm

Thurs 15.01.26 Year 6 Take Shelter Trip

Thurs 15.01.26 Year 2 Topic Share 3:30pm

Fri 16.01.26 Year 1 - Starling class visit the Toy Museum

Mon 19.01.26 Year 3 Topic Share 3:30pm

Tues 20.01.26 Year 4 visit Brighton Museum

Wed 21.01.26 Year 5 Topic Share 3:30pm

Thurs 22.01.26 Year 1 Topic Share 3:30pm

Thurs 29.01.26 Year 6 Topic Share 3:30pm

February
Mon 02.02.26 Year 1 - Starling Class Big Make 2pm

Tues 03.02.26 Year 1 - Goldfinch Class Big Make 2pm

Thurs 05.02.26 Indoor Athletics at BACA - Pings to sent to those attending 

Mon 09.02.26 Reception, Year 1 & 2 - Chinese Dragon Workshop (onsite)

Tues 10.02.26 Year 5 visit The Observatory Science Centre

Tues 10.02.26 Year 3 - Cherry class Reading Café 9:00am 

Thurs 12.02.26 Year 3 - Beech class Reading Café 9:00am

Thurs 12.02.26 Mile Oak Book Swap

Fri 13.02.26 Year 4 RE Day

Fri 13.02.26 Last day of term



MILE OAK 
SAFEGUARDING TEAM
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COMMUNICATION
We have received excellent feedback regarding our new communication protocol for staff and parents. All
communication is logged by the admin team and tracked for a response. 

Whilst it can sometimes feel simpler to grab a teacher at the end of the day, this means staff are not able to
supervise children who they are releasing to parents. Before school, it is vital that teachers can fully prepare for
the day ahead and many of them run early morning interventions. In addition, our wonderful admin team track
communication which means it does not get lost in a busy email inbox or become a forgotten question at the end of
the school day.

Once initial communication has been made, staff will respond within 2 working days. If a face-to-face meeting is
required, the relevant member of staff will make an appointment for a mutually convenient time. 

The Admin team are very happy to take calls, emails or even messages in the postbox out side of the reception
area and will ensure your query, concern or compliment is passed on to the correct members of staff. 

For further information on our communication protocol, please visit our website.

Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue,
Portslade, BN41 2WN

01273 077114

office@mileoak.brighton-hove.sch.uk http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk
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