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D e a r  F a m i l i e s ,
 
A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  t e r m ,  I  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e
p a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  e x p r e s s  m y  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d
p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  e d u c a t i o n  a t  M i l e  O a k .

T h e  s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  w h a t  a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  w e  a r e  i n  a n d  I  w a n t e d  t o
t h a n k  t h e  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  w h o  s h a r e d  t h e i r  k i n d  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  f e e d b a c k  a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l
d u r i n g  p a r e n t s  e v e n i n g .  I t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  t w o  d a y s  a n d
i t  f e l t  s o  p o s i t i v e  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l .

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  I  w a n t  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k ,  p o s i t i v i t y  a n d
d e d i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e r m .  T h e i r  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  e v i d e n t  b o t h
i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  T h e  e n t h u s i a s m  t h e y  b r i n g  t o  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e m b o d y i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  v a l u e s  h a s  b e e n  t r u l y  i n s p i r i n g .  A s  w e  l o o k  a h e a d  t o
t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  I  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s ,
a p p r o a c h  e a c h  d a y  w i t h  o p t i m i s m  a n d  e m b r a c e  t h e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  l i e  a h e a d .  T h e
s u m m e r  t e r m  p r o m i s e s  e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s ,  t r i p s ,  c e l e b r a t i o n  d a y s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s
s o m e  w a r m t h  a n d  s u n s h i n e .

I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f  t e a m ,  w h o  h a v e
w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e i r
u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  b o t h  t h e  a c a d e m i c  a n d  p e r s o n a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  e v e r y  c h i l d  i s
i n s p i r i n g  a n d  I  a m  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e
e a c h  d a y .  T h i s  w e e k s ,  p a r e n t s ’  e v e n i n g s  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  w i t h
t e a c h e r s  a n d  d i s c u s s  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  p r o g r e s s ,  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  a r e a s  f o r  g r o w t h .  T h a n k  y o u
t o  a l l  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s .  Yo u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t r u l y
a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  p l a y s  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .

F i n a l l y ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u ,  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
t e r m .  Yo u r  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  i n v a l u a b l e ,  a n d  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  n u r t u r e  a n d
e m p o w e r  o u r  c h i l d r e n .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  a l l  s t u d e n t s  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  o n  Tu e s d a y  1 4 t h  A p r i l .  

W i s h i n g  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l i e s  a  j o y f u l  a n d  r e s t f u l  b r e a k  f i l l e d  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o
r e c h a r g e  a n d  e n j o y  q u a l i t y  t i m e  t o g e t h e r .
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A s  e v e r ,  w e  h a v e  h a d  a  b u s y  h a l f  t e r m  a t  L i t t l e  O a k s .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  h a d  g r e a t  f u n  w i t h  M i c h e l l e  f r o m ’  L i t t l e  M e ’
D r a m a  g r o u p ,  w e  s a n g  s o n g s  a n d  u s e d  o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n s  t o
p r e t e n d  t o  b e  p i r a t e s  d i g g i n g  f o r  t r e a s u r e .  

W e  r e t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  ‘ W e  a r e  g o i n g  o n  a  B e a r  H u n t ’  b y  M i c h a e l
R o s e n ,  w e  t r a v e l l e d  o v e r  b e n c h e s  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  b r i d g e  o n
t h e  c l i m b i n g  f r a m e ;  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  g r o s s  m o t o r  s k i l l s  a l o n g
t h e  w a y .  O u r  i m a g i n a t i o n s  r a n  w i l d  a s  w e  t o o k  o u r  t e d d i e s
t h r o u g h  t h e  l o n g  w a v y  g r a s s  a n d  t h e  s w i r l i n g  w h i r l i n g
s n o w s t o r m s !  

‘ Ta n k a  Ta n k a  S k u n k ’ ,  b y  S t e v e  W e b ,  s u p p o r t e d  u s  t o  p r a c t i s e
o u r  e a r l y  p h o n i c s  s k i l l s  b y  c l a p p i n g  a l o n g  t o  t h e  ‘ S k u n k a
Ta n k a ’  b e a t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c l a p p i n g  t h e  s y l l a b l e s  i n  o u r  n a m e s .  I n
o u r  p h o n i c s  g r o u p s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i s i n g  m a k i n g
t h e i r  v o i c e s  l o u d  a n d  q u i e t ,  f a s t  a n d  s l o w .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  c e l e b r a t e d  W o r l d  B o o k  D a y  b y  b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e i r
f a v o u r i t e  b o o k s  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e i r  n u r s e r y  f r i e n d s  a n d
s h a r i n g  s t o r i e s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  PACA .  O u r  l o v e l y  g r o w n u p s
a l s o  e n j o y e d  s o m e  b o o k  t h e m e d  f u n  a t  o u r  s t a y  a n d  p l a y
e v e n t s .  W e  m a d e  p o r r i d g e  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  b e a r s ,  d e c o r a t e d
l o v e l y  p a p e r  d o l l s  a n d  m a d e  s o m e  y u m m y  j a m  s a n d w i c h e s .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  e n j o y e d  f i n d i n g  o u t  a b o u t  b o a t s  i n  o u r
i n f o r m a t i o n  b o o k ’  B r i l l i a n t  B o a t s ’  b y  T i m  M i t t o n  a n d  A n t
P a r k e r ,  w e  h a v e  m a d e  o u r  o w n  n a m e  l a b e l s  t o  n a m e  t h e  p a r t s
o f  t h e  b o a t s  i n  o u r  d r a w i n g s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a l s o  e n j o y e d
a c t i n g  o u t  M r  G u m p y ’ s  b o a t  a d v e n t u r e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  a n i m a l s ,
t h e y  t r i e d  h a r d  t o  g e t  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  b o a t  w i t h o u t  i t  t i p p i n g
o v e r  i n  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  w e  u s e d  t h e  w o r d s  f u l l  a n d  e m p t y  w h e n
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  i n  t h e  r i c e  t r a y .

I n  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  s o m e  E a s t e r  f u n ,  w e  h a v e  e n d e d  t h e  t e r m
w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  ‘ W e  a r e  g o i n g  o n  a n  E g g  H u n t ’ ,  b y  M a r t h a
M u m f o r d .  W e  r e v i s i t e d  p o s i t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e  f r o m  p r e v i o u s
l e a r n i n g  a n d  e n j o y e d  b e c o m i n g  e g g  d e t e c t i v e s  o n  o u r  o w n
e g g  h u n t s .  C r e a t i v e  l e a r n i n g  i s  a l w a y s  o n  t h e  m e n u  a t  L i t t l e
O a k s  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  e x p l o r e d  c o l o u r ,  s h a p e  a n d  t e x t u r e
t h o u g h  d e c o r a t i n g  e g g  s h a p e s  u s i n g  p a i n t  a n d  p o m  p o m s  f o r
p a i n t  b r u s h e s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a l s o  e n j o y e d  m a k i n g  E a s t e r  n e s t s .       

W e  h o p e  y o u  a l l  h a v e  a  l o v e l y  h o l i d a y  a n d  t h e  n u r s e r y  w i l l
r e o p e n  o n  t h e  1 5  A p r i l .T h

. . .  T h e  L i t t l e  O a k s  N u r s e r y  Te a m  
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A n o t h e r  w o n d e r f u l  h a l f  t e r m  d r a w s  t o  a  c l o s e  h e r e  i n  R e c e p t i o n .  T h i s  t e r m ,  w e  h a v e
b e e n  o n  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a d v e n t u r e  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  t o p i c  ‘ N e a r  a n d  F a r ’ .  

W h e n  w e  a r r i v e d  b a c k  f r o m  o u r  h o l i d a y s ,  w e  d i s c o v e r e d  w e  h a d  s o m e  v i s i t o r s .  M u c h
e x c i t e m e n t  e n s u e d  a s  w e  d i s c o v e r e d  t w o  f r i e n d l y  a l i e n s  h a d  j o i n e d  u s  t o  t a k e  u s  o n
a n  e x c i t i n g  a d v e n t u r e  t o  p l a c e s  n e a r  a n d  f a r .  M a x  a n d  T i n g ,  o u r  a l i e n  v i s i t o r s ,  w e r e
t h o r o u g h l y  w e l c o m e d  b y  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  d r a w i n g s .  
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k s ,  s a w  t h e  a l i e n s  h e l p  u s  t o  d i s c o v e r  a l l  a b o u t  L o n d o n  a n d  P a r i s
l a n d m a r k s  a n d  b u i l d i n g s .  W e  h a d  ‘ f r y - u p s ’  i n  o u r  L o n d o n  c a f é  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d
t h e  p a t i s s e r i e s  w e  t a s t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  P a r i s .  W e  w e n t  o n  b u s  t o u r s
a n d  a e r o p l a n e  f l i g h t s  i n  o u r  o u t d o o r  l e a r n i n g  a r e a .  W e  w r o t e  o u r  f i r s t  e n t r i e s  i n  o u r
t r a v e l  j o u r n a l s  a s  t r a v e l  e x p e r t s .  

N e x t ,  M a x  a n d  T i n g  w a n t e d  a d v i c e  o n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  a r t i c  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  m e a n t  w e
g o t  t o  e x p l o r e  i c e ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f r e e z i n g  a n d  m e l t i n g ,  a n d  l e a r n t  l o t s  a b o u t  t h e
a n i m a l s  t h a t  l i v e  i n  t h e  P o l a r  R e g i o n s .  D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  l i v e  i n  t h e  P o l a r
r e g i o n s  t o o ?  T h e y  l o v e  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  a s  u s ,  t h e y  j u s t  n e e d  w a r m e r  c l o t h e s  a n d
h a v e  a  l o t  m o r e  s n o w  t o  p l a y  w i t h !

O u r  a l i e n  f r i e n d s  a l s o  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  c o u n t r i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  e q u a t o r  a n d  h o w
h o t  t h e y  a r e .  W e  f o c u s s e d  o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  o f  A f r i c a .  A g a i n ,  w e  l e a r n t  a b o u t  A f r i c a n
a n i m a l s ,  t h e  h a b i t a t  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  S a v a n n a  a n d  w e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  d r u m m i n g
s e s s i o n  w i t h  D a n i e l ,  a  r e a l - l i f e  m u s i c i a n .  E v e r y o n e  h a d  a  d r u m  a n d  h e  t o o k  u s  o n  a
‘ b a n g i n g ’  j o u r n e y  i n t o  t h e  j u n g l e .  

T h e  a l i e n ’ s  f i n a l  s t o p  w a s  t o  A u s t r a l i a .  H e r e  t h e y  t o l d  u s  w e  c o u l d  f i n d  s o m e
a m a z i n g ,  y e t  d a n g e r o u s ,  c r e a t u r e s .  L o t s  o f  s n a k e  a n d  c r o c o d i l e  t h e m e d  a c t i v i t i e s
a n d  w r i t i n g  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  O u r  d a n g e r o u s  a n i m a l s  v e t  s u r g e r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y
p o p u l a r .  W e  f o u n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  A u s t r a l i a  u s i n g  o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  n o n - f i c t i o n  t e x t s
a n d  v i d e o  c l i p s .  W e  e x p l o r e d  o u r  b i g  s c i e n c e  q u e s t i o n  o f  ‘ W h a t  m a k e s  a n i m a l s
d a n g e r o u s ? ’  

T h e  d e n t a l  n u r s e ,  a l s o  p a i d  u s  a  v i s i t .  S h e  k n e w  w e  h a d  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  a n i m a l s ’
t e e t h  a n d  j a w s ,  a n d  a l s o  a b o u t  o u r  o w n  t e e t h  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e m  h e a l t h y .  T h e  d e n t a l
n u r s e  w a s  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s .  T h e y  j u s t  h e l p e d  u s  ‘ b r u s h
u p ’  o n  t h e s e !  D i d  y o u  k n o w  c u r r e n t  a d v i c e  i s  t o  n o t  w e t  y o u r  t o o t h b r u s h  a n d  n o t  t o
r i n s e  a f t e r  b r u s h i n g ?  L e t  t h e  t o o t h p a s t e  a n d  t h e  c i r c l i n g  b r u s h  s t r o k e s  d o  t h e i r  j o b !  
O u r  h a l f  t e r m  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  b r i l l i a n t  h a n d s - o n  a n i m a l  e n c o u n t e r  w h e n  t h e  c o m p a n y
R e p Ty l e r s  v i s i t e d  u s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a m a z e d  a n d  i n t r i g u e d  b y  t h e  a n i m a l s  t h e y
m e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a l b i n o  p y t h o n  w h o  i s  o v e r  3  m e t r e s  l o n g !  

S o  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  s t o r i e s  s u p p o r t e d  o u r  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t o p i c .  T h e  Q u e e n ’ s
H a t ,  E v e r y b o d y  B o n j o u r ,  T h e  L e o p a r d ’ s  D r u m  a n d  A l a n ’ s  s c a r y  t e e t h  t o  n a m e  b u t  a
f e w .  
 
O u r  n e x t  t o p i c ,  i s  s u r e  t o  b e  a n o t h e r  f u n - f i l l e d  e s c a p a d e  a s  w e  d i s a p p e a r  i n t o  a
w o r l d  o f  m a k e - b e l i e v e .  ‘ C a n  y o u  i m a g i n e ? ’  i s  t h e  t i t l e  a n d  ‘ S t o r y l a n d ’  i s  o u r
d e s t i n a t i o n .  T h e  t o p i c  i n c l u d e s  g i a n t s ,  f a i r i e s ,  u n i c o r n s ,  d r a g o n s ,  k n i g h t s ,  c a s t l e s ,
m a g i c ,  w o n d e r ,  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  f u n !  W e  w i l l  m e e t  n e w  c h a r a c t e r s ,  d i s c o v e r  n e w
p l o t s  a n d  s e t t i n g s  a n d  w e l c o m e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  s o m e  f a m i l i a r  t r a d i t i o n a l  t a l e
c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  w e  k n o w  a n d  l o v e .  T h i s  w i l l  a l l  b e  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d
l a n g u a g e  s k i l l s ,  o u r  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a n d  o u r  s t o r y  w r i t i n g  a b i l i t i e s .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u r  o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t ,  

. . .  T h e  R e c e p t i o n  Te a m
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W e  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  f i n i s h e d  S p r i n g  2 !  M i s s  Tu r n b u l l
a n d  M i s s  M u n d y  a r e  r e a l l y  p r o u d  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  h a v e
a c h i e v e d  t h i s  t e r m  a n d  a r e  e x c i t e d  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  n e x t  t e r m  w i l l
o f f e r !  

A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  ‘ A r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ’  t o p i c ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t
e x p l o r e r s  a n d  t h e  j o u r n e y s  t h a t  m a d e  t h e m  f a m o u s .  W e  h a v e  u s e d  o u r
H i s t o r y  l e s s o n s  t o  f u r t h e r  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o n  a b o u t  e x p l o r e r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  C h r i s t o p h e r  C o l u m b u s ,  A m e l i a  E a r h a r t  a n d  N e i l  A r m s t r o n g .
W e  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  d i s c o v e r i n g  e x c i t i n g  f a c t s  a b o u t  e a c h  e x p l o r e r
a n d  h a v i n g  a  g o  a t  r o l e  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  a d v e n t u r e s .  

I n  E n g l i s h ,  w e  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  o u r  l e a r n i n g  o f  e x p l o r e r s ,  c r e a t i n g  b o t h
f a c t  f i l e s  a n d  d i a r y  e n t r i e s  a b o u t  e x p l o r e r s  w e  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d !  W e
c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s h o w  y o u  o u r  f i n i s h e d  p i e c e s  w h i c h  w i l l  s h o w c a s e  h o w
f a n t a s t i c  w e  a r e  a t  b o t h  a p p l y i n g  a l l  o f  o u r  Ye a r  1  “ w r i t i n g  r u l e s ”  a n d
h o w  w e  c a n  u p  l e v e l  o u r  w r i t i n g  t o  m a k e  i t  e v e n  m o r e  e x c i t i n g .

I n  M a t h s ,  w e  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p l o r e  a d d i t i o n  a n d  s u b t r a c t i o n
s t r u c t u r e s  u s i n g  s t o r i e s  a n d  1 0 s  f r a m e s  t o  h e l p  u s  w r i t e  o u r  o w n
e q u a t i o n s .  A s  w e l l  a s  e x p l o r i n g  n u m b e r ,  w e  h a v e  a l s o  s t a r t e d
d i s c o v e r i n g  m e a s u r e s .  W e  h a v e  h a d  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  m e a s u r i n g
d i f f e r e n t  i t e m s  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  u s i n g  c u b e s ,  r u l e r s
a n d  m e t e r  s t i c k s !

I n  P S H E ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  t o p i c  ‘ G r o w i n g  a n  A n t i -
R a c i s t  S c h o o l ’ .  W e  h a v e  h a d  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  w h a t
‘ m a k e s  m e ,  m e ! ’  a n d  w h a t  m a k e s  u s  u n i q u e  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e .
T h e  a d u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  b o t h  c l a s s e s  f o r  b e i n g  s o
r e s p e c t f u l  a n d  k i n d l y  c u r i o u s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
d i s c u s s i n g  o u r  s k i n  s h a d e s .

W e  h a v e  a l s o  e n j o y e d  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  l o t s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  e n h a n c e
o u r  l e a r n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g :  A f r i c a n  D r u m m i n g ,  s h a r e d  r e a d i n g  w i t h  Ye a r  4
a n d  t h e  b i g  r e a d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  a d u l t s  o n  W o r l d  B o o k  D a y !

J u s t  a  r e m i n d e r ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  t h e i r  P h o n i c s  S c r e e n i n g
C h e c k  i n  S u m m e r  2 .  P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  l i s t e n  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  r e a d  e a c h
n i g h t  a n d  p r a c t i s e  a n y  f l a s h c a r d s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a t  p a r e n t s
e v e n i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e m  t h e  b e s t  c h a n c e  a t  s u c c e e d i n g .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r
y o u r  s u p p o r t .

W e  h o p e  y o u  a l l  h a v e  a  r e l a x i n g  E a s t e r  b r e a k  a n d  a r e  e x c i t e d  f o r  o u r
n e x t  t o p i c  ‘ A m a z i n g  A n i m a l s ! ’ .  

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  1  Te a m

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR ONE

S p r i n g  2  N e w s l e t t e r M a r c h  2 0 2 6



Ye a r  2  h a v e  l o v e d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  ‘ T h e  G r e a t  O u t d o o r s ’  a n d  h a v e  h a d  s o  m u c h  f u n  i m m e r s i n g
o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  t o p i c .  

W e  l o v e d  s t a r t i n g  o u r  t o p i c  b y  s k e t c h i n g  s o m e  d a f f o d i l s .  I t  w a s  s o  e x c i t i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  f i r s t
s i g n s  o f  S p r i n g  a f t e r  a  v e r y  w e t  w i n t e r !  W e  u s e d  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p e n c i l s  t o  e x p e r i m e n t
w i t h  t h e  l i n e s  a n d  s h a d i n g  w e  c o u l d  c r e a t e .  W e  f o u n d  i t  u s e f u l  t o  h a v e  a  s c r a p  p i e c e  o f
p a p e r  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  p r a c t i s e  o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s k e t c h i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h e  s k e t c h e s  a r e
b e a u t i f u l  a n d  w e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  h o w  r e a l i s t i c  t h e y  l o o k !  

O u r  t e x t s  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m  h a v e  b e e n  ‘ T h e  S n a i l  a n d  t h e  W h a l e ’  a n d  ‘ O n e  P l a s t i c  B a g ’ .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  d o n e  s o  w e l l  a t  u s i n g  t h e i r  V I P E R s  s k i l l s  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  W e
t h e n  w r o t e  s o m e  b r i l l i a n t  r e - t e l l s  o f  T h e  S n a i l  a n d  t h e  W h a l e  s t o r y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  l o t s  o f
e x p a n d e d  n o u n  p h r a s e s  a n d  w o w  w o r d s .  W e  t h e n  p u b l i s h e d  o u r  w r i t i n g  i n t o  o u r  o w n  b o o k s !  

To  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  t o p i c ,  w e  w e r e  v e r y  l u c k y  t o  h a v e  a  F o r e s t
S c h o o l  s e s s i o n  w i t h  M i s s  Tu r n b u l l .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  w e  w r o t e  s o m e  e x c e l l e n t  r e c o u n t s  a l l  a b o u t
w h a t  w e  g o t  u p  t o .  

I n  S c i e n c e ,  w e  a n s w e r e d  o u r  b i g  q u e s t i o n  ‘ W h a t  d o  p l a n t s  n e e d  t o  g r o w ? ’  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t e d
w i t h  h o w  l i g h t  a f f e c t s  t h e i r  g r o w t h .  W e  p l a n t e d  s e e d s  a n d  h a d  s o m e  i n  t h e  c u p b o a r d ,  s o m e
i n  f u l l  s u n l i g h t  a n d  s o m e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s u n l i g h t .  A s k  y o u r  c h i l d  a l l  a b o u t  w h i c h  o n e  g r e w
b e s t ,  w e  h a d  s o  m u c h  f u n  s e e i n g  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  s e e d s  o v e r  t i m e .  

W e  w e r e  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  l e a r n  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  M u s l i m  f e s t i v a l  E i d .  W e  l e a r n t  a l l  a b o u t  w h y  i t  i s
c e l e b r a t e d  a n d  h o w  M u s l i m s  f a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  R a m a d a n .  W e  t h e n  h a d  s o  m u c h  f u n
t a s t i n g  s o m e  f o o d s  t h a t  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  e a t e n  d u r i n g  E i d ,  s u c h  a s  s a m o s a s ,  d a t e s  a n d  l a f f a
b r e a d .  

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  n e x t  t o p i c  ‘ H e l p i n g  H e r o e s ’  w h e r e  w e  w i l l  l e a r n  a l l  a b o u t
F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e ,  E d i t h  C a v e l l  a n d  M a r y  S e a c o l e .  W e  h o p e  e v e r y o n e  h a s  a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d
r e l a x i n g  E a s t e r  b r e a k .  W e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  t h i s  h a l f
t e r m .

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  2  Te a m

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR TWO
S p r i n g  2  N e w s l e t t e r M a r c h  2 0 2 6



O u r  “ P a s s p o r t  t o  E u r o p e ’ ’  t o p i c  h a s  p r o v i d e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w r i t i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  I n
w r i t i n g ,  w e  a r e  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  N o n  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  R e p o r t s  a b o u t  c o u n t r i e s  i n  E u r o p e ,
u s i n g  o u r  C o m p u t i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  t o  f i n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  f u n  f a c t s  a b o u t  c h o s e n
p l a c e s .  I n  E n g l i s h ,  w e  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f e a t u r e s  o f  t e x t ,  u s i n g
h e a d i n g s ,  s u b  h e a d i n g s  a n d  p a r a g r a p h s  t o  i n f o r m  o u r  w r i t i n g  o f  r e p o r t s .  T h e  p u b l i s h e d
w r i t i n g  l o o k s  v e r y  f l u e n t  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  W e l l  d o n e ,  c h i l d r e n !  

W e  h a v e  e m b e d d e d  o u r  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  l o c a l  H i s t o r y ,  d u r i n g  o u r  t r i p  t o  O l d  P o r t s l a d e .  W e
l o o k e d  a t  t h e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  1 2 t h  C e n t u r y  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  a r e a  h a s
c h a n g e d  a n d  w h a t  h a s  r e m a i n e d .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  e x c e l l e n t  a m b a s s a d o r s  f o r  o u r  s c h o o l ,
a n d  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  a d u l t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  u s  o n  o u r  w a l k .  

I n  G e o g r a p h y ,  w e  h a v e   d e v e l o p e d  o u r  m a p  r e a d i n g  a n d  a t l a s  s k i l l s .  W e  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n
l e a r n i n g  a b o u t :  T h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  E u r o p e ,  c o n t i n e n t s  a n d  o c e a n s .  W h y  d o n ’ t  y o u  a s k  t e s t
u s  o n  w h a t  w e  h a v e  r e m e m b e r e d .  

T h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l l  m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  i n  R e a d i n g .  W e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  b r i n g i n g  t h e  c l a s s  t e x t
‘ T h e  Tr a i n  M o u s e ’  t o  l i f e  t h r o u g h  d r a m a  a n d  f r e e z e  f r a m e s !  T h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n
o u r  P o e t r y  C o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  w e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  f u n  h e a r i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a s  t h e y  p r a c t i s e d  a n d
p e r f o r m e d .  

I n  M u s i c ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b e a t  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o o k  p a r t  i n
a  f a b u l o u s  d r u m m i n g  w o r k s h o p ,  e n j o y i n g  c a l l  a n d  r e s p o n s e  g a m e s  a n d  c h a n t s !  W e  a r e
l e a r n i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  c r o c h e t s  a n d  q u a v e r s ,  m i n i m s  a n d  r e s t s .  

I n  D e s i g n  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y ,  w e  a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  h e a l t h y  f o o d s  a n d  d i e t s ,  m a k i n g  l i n k s  w i t h
o u r  s c i e n c e  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  b o n e s  a n d  m u s c l e s .  N e x t ,  w e  w i l l  p l a n  h e a l t h y  s a n d w i c h
c h o i c e s ,  b y  e v a l u a t i n g  a n d  c h o o s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  b r e a d  t y p e s

W e  h o p e  y o u  a l l  h a v e  a  g r e a t  E a s t e r  b r e a k  a n d  a r e  e x c i t e d  f o r  o u r  n e x t  t o p i c  ‘ A n c i e n t
E g y p t ’ .  

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  3  Te a m

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR THREE
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T h i s  t e r m ,  Ye a r  4  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g
a b o u t  t h e  R o m a n s .

I n  E n g l i s h ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  e x c e l l e n t  e x p l a n a t i o n
t e x t s  a b o u t  J u p i t e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  R o m a n
G o d s .  T h e i r  w r i t i n g  i s  c l e a r ,  d e t a i l e d ,  i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d
i n c l u d e s  a l l  t h e  k e y  f e a t u r e s  w e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  i n  t h i s  g e n r e  o f
w r i t i n g .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r
w o r k .

I n  P S H E ,  o u r  f o c u s  h a s  b e e n  ‘ G o o d  t o  b e  M e ’ .  T h e  c h i l d r e n
h a v e  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  e x p l o r i n g  w h a t  m a k e s  e a c h  o f  t h e m
u n i q u e .  T h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  w h e n  d i s c u s s i n g  b o t h
t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  w e  a r e  p r o u d  o f  t h e
p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  a c r o s s  t h e  y e a r  g r o u p .

I n  S c i e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  s o u n d — h o w  i t  i s
m a d e  a n d  h o w  i t  c a n  b e  c h a n g e d .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  e n j o y e d
e x p l o r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  t o  c r e a t e  s o u n d  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g
h o w  p i t c h  a n d  v o l u m e  c a n  b e  a l t e r e d .

A s  a l w a y s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d  w i t h  l e a r n i n g
t h e i r  t i m e s  t a b l e s .  J u s t  t e n  m i n u t e s  a  d a y  o n  T T R S  ( o n  a n  i P a d
o r  p h o n e )  c a n  m a k e  a  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  l o v e d
s e e i n g  t h e i r  h e a t m a p s  i m p r o v e  f r o m  r e d ,  t o  y e l l o w  a n d  t h e n
t o  g r e e n .  K e e p  a n  e y e  o u t  f o r  a  ‘ G o i n g  G r e e n  C e r t i f i c a t e ’  i f
y o u r  c h i l d  h a s  n o t  y e t  a c h i e v e d  t h i s .  

P r a c t i s i n g  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i s e d  s p e l l i n g s  d a i l y  w i l l  a l s o  g r e a t l y
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .

W e  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  E a s t e r  b r e a k  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d
t o  w e l c o m i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b a c k  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r  t e r m .

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  4  Te a m  
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W i t h i n  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m ,  W o r l d  B o o k  D a y  w a s  a  h i g h l i g h t  ( e s p e c i a l l y  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e
b o o k  c o v e r s )  w h i l e  o u r  c l a s s  r e a d e r  –  T h e  J a m i e  D r a k e  E q u a t i o n  -  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  u s  t o
w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S p a c e  S t a t i o n .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w r o t e  s o m e  f a n t a s t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n
t e x t s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  a r r a y  o f  t e c h n i c a l  v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  l a n g u a g e .  O u r
g e o g r a p h y  u n i t  w a s  t a u g h t  a l o n g s i d e  E n g l i s h  t h i s  h a l f - t e r m  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  s o
c r e a t i v e  w h e n  w r i t i n g  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  n o n - c h r o n o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t s .

W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  f o r c e s  t h a t  s h a p e  o u r  w o r l d !  W e  e x p l o r e d
g r a v i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f o r c e  t h a t  k e e p s  u s  g r o u n d e d  a n d  m a k e s  o b j e c t s  f a l l  t o  E a r t h .  W e  a l s o
e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  f r i c t i o n ,  w h i c h  s l o w s  t h i n g s  d o w n  w h e n  s u r f a c e s  r u b  t o g e t h e r  a n d
l e a r n e d  h o w  w a t e r  a n d  a i r  r e s i s t a n c e  a c t  l i k e  i n v i s i b l e  b r a k e s  o n  m o v i n g  o b j e c t s .  To  l e a r n
h o w  t o  m a k e  s o m e  t a s k s  e a s i e r ,  w e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  p u l l e y s  w h i c h  i s  a  s i m p l e  m a c h i n e  t h a t
h e l p s  l i f t  h e a v y  l o a d s  w i t h  l e s s  e f f o r t .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  t o  f i n d  a  m e t h o d  u s i n g  p u l l e y s  t h a t
r e q u i r e d  t h e  l e a s t  a m o u n t  o f  e f f o r t  t o  l i f t  t h e i r  r o c k e t  s h i p s  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t a i r s  t o
t h e  t o p .

I n  m a t h s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  d i v i s i o n .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  t h e  s h o r t  d i v i s i o n
m e t h o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n t e r p r e t i n g  r e m a i n d e r s  c o r r e c t l y .  P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r
c h i l d  t o  k e e p  p r a c t i s i n g  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o n c e p t  a t  h o m e  b y  p l a y i n g  T T R S  f o r  3 0
m i n u t e s  a  w e e k .  

I n  C o m p u t i n g ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  e n j o y e d  g e n e r a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  d i g i t a l  c o n c e p t  m a p s  u s i n g
p u r p l e  m a s h .  W e  m a d e  p h y s i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e y  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  o w n  c o n c e p t s  a n d
w r o t e   i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e m .

D u r i n g  P E ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  l o v e d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  g o l f .  W e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  h o w  t h e y  h a v e
f i n e  t u n e d  t h e i r  p u t t i n g  a n d  c h i p p i n g  s k i l l s !  W e  a l s o  v i s i t e d  PACA  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  Y 1 0
s p o r t s  l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e y  h a d  g r e a t  f u n  p l a y i n g  b a d m i n t o n .

W e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  c h i l d  a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h e y  h a v e  m a d e .  H a v e  a  f a b u l o u s
E a s t e r  b r e a k .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  y o u  b a c k  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  t e r m .  

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  5  Te a m

A MESSAGE FROM YEAR FIVE
S p r i n g  2  N e w s l e t t e r M a r c h  2 0 2 6



T h e  Ye a r  6  Te a m  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t a r t  b y  s a y i n g  h o w  p r o u d  w e  a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  w o r k i n g  s o
h a r d  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  S ATs  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  c o m m i t t i n g  t o  p r a c t i s i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  r e v i s i n g
a l l  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  a c r o s s  K e y  S t a g e  2 .  

E n g l i s h  -  I n  o u r  w r i t i n g  t h i s  t e r m ,  w e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l o o k  t o  o u r  t o p i c  o f  W o r l d  W a r  2  a n d  o u r
g u i d e d  r e a d i n g  b o o k ,  W h e n  t h e  S k y  F a l l s .  N o  W o r l d  W a r  2  t o p i c  w o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t
l e t t e r  w r i t i n g -  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y  w a y s  l o v e d  o n e s  c o m m u n i c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n
i m m e r s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  b a t t l e f i e l d  l i f e  t h r o u g h  ‘ B e y o n d  t h e  L i n e s ’  a n d  w r o t e  b e a u t i f u l l y ,
e m o t i v e  l e t t e r s  h o m e  t o  r e a s s u r e  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s .  

A f t e r  t h i s ,  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g  b a s e d  o n  a  b i g  q u e s t i o n :  A r e  z o o  a n i m a l s
s a f e ?  T h e  s t i m u l u s  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  a  d r a m a t i c  e v e n t  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  i n  o u r  c l a s s  r e a d e r  a n d
r e q u i r e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  w r i t e  a  n o n - b i a s  r e p o r t  u s i n g  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t  s p e e c h  t o  s h o w
p e r s p e c t i v e s .  

M a t h s  -  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  m a d e  u s  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  b y  p u t t i n g  i n  1 0 0 %  e f f o r t  i n t o  t h e i r  m a t h s
l e a r n i n g :  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  l e s s o n s  b u t  e x t r a  o n e s  t o  e n s u r e  w e  f i t  i n  t h e  w h o l e
c u r r i c u l u m  b e f o r e  S ATs !  T h e y  h a v e  m a d e  h u g e  s t r i d e s  i n  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f r a c t i o n s ,
d e c i m a l s  a n d  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  6  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  s e t s  t h e m  u p  w e l l
f o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a p p l y  t h e i r  p e r c e n t a g e s  s k i l l s  t o  s o m e  r e a l -
l i f e  s c e n a r i o s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  s e e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  m a t h s  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d .  I n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  w e e k s ,  w e
l a u n c h e d  i n t o  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  s h a p e ,  h o w  t o  u s e  a  p r o t r a c t o r  a n d  c a l c u l a t i n g
m i s s i n g  a n g l e s .  I t ’ s  b e e n  a  b u s y  f e w  w e e k s .  

R e a d i n g  -  T h e  c h i l d r e n  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  d r a m a t i c  e n d i n g  t o  o u r  g u i d e d  r e a d i n g  b o o k ;
h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  o u t c o m e  a s  i t  w a s  v e r y  s a d !  T h e  b o o k  c l u b
g r o u p s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  n o t  o n l y  e n j o y i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e ,  b u t  i n
a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e a d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  r e a d
t h e i r  b o o k  d a i l y  a s  i t  r e a l l y  d o e s  h e l p  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  s k i l l s  f u r t h e r  r e a d y  f o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  i n
S e p t e m b e r .  

S c i e n c e  -  E l e c t r i c i t y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  f o c u s  i n  S c i e n c e  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e
b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  s e r i e s  a n d  p a r a l l e l  c i r c u i t s  a n d  h o w  r e s i s t a n c e  c a n  i m p a c t  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s
o f  a  b u l b .  B o t h  c l a s s e s  e n j o y e d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  w o r k i n g  a s  a  t e a m .   

P E  -  K e e p i n g  a c t i v e ,  y e a r  6  h a v e  b e e n  f o c u s i n g  o n  g y m n a s t i c s ,  b a s k e t b a l l  o r  t e n n i s  t h i s  h a l f
t e r m .  T h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  s h a p e  r o u t i n e s  c r e a t e d  i n  g y m n a s t i c s  r e q u i r e s  g o o d  c o r e  s t r e n g t h  a n d
c r e a t i v i t y ,  w h e r e a s  t e n n i s  a n d  b a s k e t b a l l  h a s  p r o g r e s s e d  t h e i r  h a n d - e y e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  a n d
t e a m  w o r k  s k i l l s .  

. . .  T h e  Ye a r  6  Te a m
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W e  h a v e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  s t a r t  t o  o u r  n e w  t o p i c ,  F a i r y t a l e s !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e
t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  r e a d i n g  a n d  e x p l o r i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s
d i s c o v e r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e s .  I n  c l a s s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  u s i n g
f a i r y t a l e  p r o p s  a n d  p u p p e t s  t o  r e t e l l  s t o r i e s ,  b r i n g i n g  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  a d v e n t u r e s  t o
l i f e  t h r o u g h  i m a g i n a t i v e  p l a y .  O u r  c a s t l e - b u i l d i n g  s k i l l s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  i m p r e s s i v e ,
a n d  w e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  c o m p a r i n g  o u r  c r e a t i o n s  t o  r e a l - l i f e  c a s t l e s .
E a c h  d a y ,  w e  h a v e  l o v e d  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  o u r  w a l k s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t a k i n g  t i m e  t o
r e l a x  w i t h  m i n d f u l n e s s  c o l o u r i n g  a n d  g u i d e d  d r a w i n g  s e s s i o n s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e
b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  s k i l l e d ,  a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  l o v e l y  t o  s e e  t h e i r
c r e a t i v i t y  f l o u r i s h .
W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  w r i t i n g  t h i s  t e r m .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d
t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  f a n t a s t i c  p i e c e s  h a v e  e v e n  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  o n  o u r  W r i t i n g  W a l l  o f
F a m e — a  w o n d e r f u l  a c h i e v e m e n t !
I n  m a t h s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  o d d  a n d  e v e n  n u m b e r s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  o u r
N u m b e r b l o c k s  f r i e n d s .  W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  p r a c t i s i n g  a d d i t i o n  a n d  s u b t r a c t i o n  u s i n g
r e k e n r e k s ,  w h i c h  h a s  h e l p e d  u s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  n u m b e r .
I n  s c i e n c e ,  F o r e s t  C l a s s  e n j o y e d  p l a n t i n g  b r o a d  b e a n  s e e d s .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y
o b s e r v i n g  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  c h a n g e s  a s  t h e y  g r o w ,  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  c u r i o s i t y  a n d
e n t h u s i a s m .
W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e g u n  o u r  c o m p u t i n g  l e s s o n s ,  w h e r e  w e  a r e  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  i n t e r n e t
s a f e t y  a n d  h o w  t o  l o g  i n  a n d  o u t  r e s p o n s i b l y — a n  i m p o r t a n t  s k i l l  f o r  o u r  d i g i t a l
w o r l d .
A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  f a i r y t a l e  t o p i c ,  w e  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  a  r a n g e  o f  i m a g e s ,  d e s c r i b i n g  w h a t
w e  c a n  s e e  i n  d e t a i l .  O u r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s
i d e a s ,  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  a n d  g r o w i n g  c o n f i d e n c e .  W e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  “ u p - l e v e l ”  o u r  w o r k
b y  a d d i n g  a d j e c t i v e s  a n d  w r i t i n g  o u r  o w n  s e n t e n c e s — f a n t a s t i c  p r o g r e s s !
A f t e r  h a l f  t e r m ,  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r  f a i r y t a l e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  w i l l  b e g i n
c r e a t i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  o u r  v e r y  o w n  s t o r i e s .
W e l l  d o n e ,  F o r e s t  C l a s s — k e e p  u p  t h e  a m a z i n g  w o r k !

. . .  T h e  F o r e s t  Te a m

A MESSAGE FROM FOREST CLASS
S p r i n g  2  N e w s l e t t e r M a r c h  2 0 2 6



W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  s h a r e  w h a t  e a c h  y e a r  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  f o c u s i n g  o n  i n  t h e i r  P E
l e s s o n s  t h i s  t e r m :

R e c e p t i o n  –  G y m n a s t i c s
Ye a r  1  –  N e t  a n d  W a l l  &  F i t n e s s
Ye a r  2  –  S t r i k i n g  &  F i e l d i n g  &  G y m n a s t i c s
Ye a r  3  –  G o l f  &  B a l l  S k i l l s
Ye a r  4  –  G o l f  &  G y m n a s t i c s
Ye a r  5  –  G o l f  &  Vo l l e y b a l l
Ye a r  6  –  H a n d b a l l  &  G y m n a s t i c s

I t  h a s  b e e n  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
t e a m w o r k  a c r o s s  s u c h  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .

A  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  o u r  Ye a r  5 / 6  g i r l s  w h o  c o m p e t e d  b r i l l i a n t l y  i n  t h e  l o c a l
n e t b a l l  t o u r n a m e n t  a t  B r i g h t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  Yo u  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  g r e a t
e f f o r t  a n d  t e a m  s p r i t .

W e l l  d o n e  a l s o  t o  t h e  Ye a r  4 – 6  c h i l d r e n  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  M u l t i - S k i l l s  F e s t i v a l
a t  B H AS V I C .  I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  o f  y o u  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  a n d  e n j o y i n g
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .

F i n a l l y ,  a  h u g e  w e l l  d o n e  t o  L o u i e  i n  Ye a r  5 ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e
f i n a l  r o u n d s  o f  t h e  S u s s e x  S c h o o l s  C r o s s - C o u n t r y  E v e n t .  W e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d
o f  y o u .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .

. . .  M r  C r e l l i n

PE UPDATE
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W h a t  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  e v e n i n g  w e  h a d  a t  t h e  D o m e  i n  B r i g h t o n !  O u r  Ye a r  5  a n d  6
p u p i l s  t r u l y  s h o n e  a s  t h e y  t o o k  t o  t h e  s t a g e ,  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  e n e r g e t i c  r o u t i n e
t o  “ T i m b e r ”  w i t h  a  b r i l l i a n t  c o u n t r y  a n d  w e s t e r n  t w i s t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c r e a t i o n .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  i m p r e s s i v e  d a n c e  s k i l l s  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r
c r e a t i v i t y ,  t e a m w o r k  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m .  F r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  m u s i c  s t a r t e d ,  t h e i r
c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  h i g h  e n e r g y  l i t  u p  t h e  s t a g e  a n d  i t  w a s  c l e a r  j u s t  h o w  m u c h
e f f o r t  t h e y  h a d  p u t  i n t o  r e h e a r s i n g .  T h e  c h o r e o g r a p h y  w a s  f u n ,  l i v e l y  a n d  f u l l
o f  p e r s o n a l i t y — m a k i n g  i t  a  j o y  t o  w a t c h .

I t  w a s  a  f a n t a s t i c  a t m o s p h e r e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  w i t h  s m i l e s  a l l  a r o u n d
a n d  a  r e a l  s e n s e  o f  c e l e b r a t i o n .  T h e  a u d i e n c e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  t h e
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  w e  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  p r o u d e r  o f  h o w  w e l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d
t h e  s c h o o l .

O f  c o u r s e ,  a f t e r  s u c h  a n  e x c i t i n g  a n d  a c t i o n - p a c k e d  n i g h t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a  f e w
t i r e d  f a c e s  t h e  n e x t  d a y — b u t  i t  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  w o r t h  i t !

W e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  a m a z i n g  d a n c e r s  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o
s u p p o r t e d  a n d  m a d e  t h e  e v e n i n g  s o  s p e c i a l .

. . .  M s  W i l k s  

Ye a r  5  &  6  D a n c e  C e l e b r a t i o n  –  A  F a n t a s t i c  N i g h t  a t  t h e  D o m e !

LETS DANCE 
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POETRY FESTIVAL 
P o e t r y  F e s t i v a l  a t  B r a c k e n b u r y

W e  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  t i m e  a t  t h e  p o e t r y  f e s t i v a l  a t  B r a c k e n b u r y !  T h e  c h i l d r e n  t r u l y
b l e w  u s  a w a y  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s — s h o w i n g  c l e a r  e x p r e s s i o n ,  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
c r e a t i v i t y  i n  e v e r y  p o e m .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d ,  e i g h t e e n  c h i l d r e n  c o m p e t e d :  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  Ye a r s  4 ,  5  a n d
6 ,  a n d  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  Ye a r  3 .  M a n y  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  n e r v o u s  b e f o r e h a n d  b u t
y o u  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  k n o w n  i t  f r o m  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  e n g a g i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .
F r o m  t h i s  r o u n d ,  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  ( o n e  f r o m  e a c h  y e a r  g r o u p )  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  t o
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  f i n a l .

A  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  l o t s  m o r e  r e h e a r s a l  a n d  r e f i n i n g  t h e i r
p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  w e  w e n t  o n  t o  t h e  g r a n d  f i n a l !  T h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p e r f o r m e d
t h e i r  p o e m s  i n  f r o n t  o f  s i x  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  f a n t a s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r
e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d .

I t  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  m o r n i n g  a n d  e v e r y  c h i l d  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i s  a  w i n n e r  f o r
s h o w c a s i n g  t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e m  a l l  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
t a k i n g  p a r t  a g a i n  n e x t  y e a r !

. . .  M s  W i l k s
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W e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  c e l e b r a t i n g  W o r l d  B o o k  D a y  t h i s  y e a r ,  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  f o c u s
o n  s h a r i n g  o u r  l o v e  o f  r e a d i n g .

I n s t e a d  o f  d r e s s i n g  u p ,  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s t a f f  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  b r i n g  i n  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e
b o o k  f r o m  h o m e .  T h i s  c r e a t e d  a  f a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e v e r y o n e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t
s t o r i e s  t h e y  e n j o y  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  n e w  b o o k s  t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .

A  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t o o k  p l a c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  W e  h e l d  s p e c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n
a s s e m b l i e s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  s h a r e d  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  b o o k s  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  o n  t h e  j o y
t h a t  r e a d i n g  b r i n g s .  I t  w a s  l o v e l y  t o  h e a r  s o  m a n y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
a n d  s e e  p u p i l s  i n s p i r e d  b y  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  c h o i c e s .

C h i l d r e n  a l s o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  p a i r e d  r e a d i n g  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  p u p i l s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t
c l a s s e s .  T h e s e  s e s s i o n s  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  b o o k s  t o g e t h e r ,  r e a d  a l o u d  a n d
b u i l d  c o n n e c t i o n s  a c r o s s  y e a r  g r o u p s .

I n  c l a s s r o o m s ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o o k  p l a c e ,  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  e n g a g i n g
c r e a t i v e l y  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e i r  c h o s e n  b o o k s .  W e  h a d  c h i l d r e n  r e w r i t i n g
e n d i n g s  o f  s t o r i e s ,  c r e a t i n g  w o o d e n  s p o o n  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  d e s i g n i n g  i m p r e s s i v e
d i o r a m a s ,  r e t e l l i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s c e n e s .  F r o m  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  t o  c r e a t i v e
r e s p o n s e s ,  r e a d i n g  w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  f a m i l i e s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d a y  b y  h e l p i n g  c h i l d r e n  b r i n g  i n  b o o k s
t h a t  a r e  s p e c i a l  t o  t h e m .  I t  w a s  a  t r u l y  e n j o y a b l e  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  r e m i n d i n g  u s  a l l  o f
t h e  p o w e r  a n d  p l e a s u r e  o f  r e a d i n g .

. . .  M r  C o s g r o v e

WORLD BOOK DAY 2026



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
S u m m e r  1  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r  -  A p r i l
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
S u m m e r  1  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r  -  M a y
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P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e
a n d  s e l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  y e a r  g r o u p
t o  v i e w  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o v e r v i e w
f o r  t h e i r  y e a r :
w w w . m i l e o a k s c h o o l . c o . u k / y e a r -
g r o u p s .  

T h i s  d e t a i l s  w h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e
l e a r n i n g  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t o p i c s
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o v e r ,  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m
m a p s  s h o w  t h e  k e y  s k i l l s  w h i c h  w i l l
b e  t a u g h t .  

 

NEXT HALF TERM
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To p i c s  f o r  S u m m e r  1  

R e c e p t i o n  -  C a n  y o u  I m a g i n e ?  

Ye a r  1  -  A m a z i n g  A n i m a l s  

Ye a r  2  -  H e l p i n g  H e r o s  

Ye a r  3  -  A n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n s  

Ye a r  4  -  U p  U p  a n d  Aw a y  

Ye a r  5  -  M a y a n s  

Ye a r  6  -  C r i m e  a n d  P u n i s h m e n t

C o r e  R e a d i n g  Te x t s  f o r  S u m m e r  1  

R e c e p t i o n :  J a c k  a n d  t h e  b e a n s t a l k ,  T h e r e
i s  n o  D r a g o n  i n  t h i s  S t o r y ,  T h e  K n i g h t  t h a t
w o u l d n ' t  F i g h t ,  H o w  t o  G r o w  a  U n i c o r n  

Ye a r  1 :  Yo u ' r e  C a l l e d  W h a t ?  B y  K e s  G r e y ,
A l a n ' s  B i g  S c a r y  Te e t h  b y  J a r v i s  

Ye a r  2 :  T h e  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  L i f e  o f  M a r y
S e a c o l e  b y  N a i d a  R e d g r a v e ,  A d a  Tw i s t ,
S c i e n t i s t  b y  A n d r e a  B e a t y  

Ye a r  3 :  A  M u m m y  A t e  M y  H o m e w o r k  b y
T h i a g o  D e  M o r a e s  

Ye a r  4 :  K e n z u k e ’ s  K i n g d o m  b y  M i c h a e l
M o r p u r g o  

Ye a r  5 :  T h e  E x p l o r e r  b y  K a t h e r i n e  R u n d e l
 
Ye a r  6 :  A  K i n d  o f  S p a r k  b y  E l l e  M c N i c o l l

https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/
https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/


IMPORTANT DATES
April
Mon 13.04.26 INSET Day - School and Little Oaks Nursery closed

Tues 14.04.26 Children return to school 

Tues 14.04.26 Little Oaks Nursery closed

Tues 21.04.26 Year 1 visit the Sealife Centre 

Tues 28.04.26 Year 3 - Beech Class visit Brighton Museum 

Wed 29.04.26 Year 5 - Mayan Workshop (onsite)

Wed 29.04.26 Reception visit Brighton Museum and The Royal Pavilion

May
Fri 01.05.26 Year 3 - Cherry Class visit Brighton Museum

Mon 04.05.26 Bank Holiday - School closed 

Thurs 07.05.26 Year 5 Assembly for Families 2:30pm

Mon 11.05.26 to Thurs 14.05.26 Year 6 SATs 

Fri 15.05.26 Year 6 Police visit (onsite) 

Mon 18.05.26 Little Oaks Nursery Forest School - Pings will be sent to families

Tues 19.05.26 Mile Oak Book Swap

Wed 20.05.26 Whole Class Photos 

Wed 20.05.26 Little Oaks Nursery Forest School - Pings will be sent to families

Wed 20.05.26 Reception Big Make - Ladybird Class 9am Infant Hall 

Thurs 21.05.26 Reception Big Make - Dragonfly Class 9am Infant Hall 

Thurs 21.05.26 to Fri 22.05.26 Bikeabilty - Pings will be sent to children taking part 

Thurs 21.05.26 Year 2 Assembly for Families 2:30pm

Fri 22.05.26 Last Day of Term

H a l f  T e r m  
M o n  2 5 . 0 5 . 2 6  u n t i l  F r i  2 9 . 0 5 . 2 6

C h i l d r e n  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  M o n  0 1 . 0 6 . 2 6
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COMMUNICATION

Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue,
Portslade, BN41 2WN

office@mileoak.brighton-hove.sch.uk

01273 077114

http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk

We have received excellent feedback regarding our new communication protocol for staff and parents. All
communication is logged by the admin team and tracked for a response. 

Whilst it can sometimes feel simpler to grab a teacher at the end of the day, this means staff are not able to
supervise children who they are releasing to parents. Before school, it is vital that teachers can fully prepare for
the day ahead and many of them run early morning interventions. In addition, our wonderful admin team track
communication which means it does not get lost in a busy email inbox or become a forgotten question at the
end of the school day.

Once initial communication has been made, staff will respond within 2 working days. If a face-to-face meeting
is required, the relevant member of staff will make an appointment for a mutually convenient time. 

The Admin team are very happy to take calls, emails or even messages in the postbox out side of the reception
area and will ensure your query, concern or compliment is passed on to the correct members of staff. 

For further information on our communication protocol, please visit our website.
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	MILE OAK  NEWSLETTER
	Think  Big!
	SPRING 2 NEWSLETTER
	Dear Families,
	As we approach the end of the spring term, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on the past few months and express my heartfelt thanks for your continued support and partnership in your child's education at Mile Oak.
	The school continues to demonstrate what a strong position we are in and I wanted to thank the many families who shared their kind and supportive feedback about the school during parents evening. It was wonderful to see so many families across the two days and it felt so positive around the school.
	First and foremost, I want to congratulate our children for their hard work, positivity and dedication throughout the term. Their resilience and determination have been evident both in and out of the classroom. The enthusiasm they bring to their learning and their commitment to embodying the school’s values has been truly inspiring. As we look ahead to the remainder of the school year, I encourage our children to maintain high standards, approach each day with optimism and embrace the many opportunities that lie ahead. The summer term promises exciting events, trips, celebration days and challenges, as well as some warmth and sunshine.
	I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated staff team, who have worked tirelessly to ensure that our children receive the best possible education. Their unwavering commitment to both the academic and personal well-being of every child is inspiring and I am incredibly proud of the passion and professionalism they demonstrate each day. This weeks, parents’ evenings provided a valuable opportunity to meet with teachers and discuss your child's progress, achievements and areas for growth. Thank you to all who attended these meetings. Your involvement in your child's education is truly appreciated and plays a crucial role in their success.
	Finally, I would like to thank you, our families, for your continued support throughout the term. Your partnership is invaluable, and together, we can continue to nurture and empower our children.
	We look forward to welcoming all students back to school on Tuesday 14th April.
	Wishing you and your families a joyful and restful break filled with opportunities to recharge and enjoy quality time together.

	FRIDAY 27TH MARCH 2026

	Mr. Lording
	AMBITION
	RESPECT
	PRIDE
	COURAGE


	LITTLE OAKS NURSERY
	A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION
	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR ONE
	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR TWO
	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR THREE
	Our “Passport to Europe’’ topic has provided opportunities for writing and research. In writing, we are reading and writing Non Chronological Reports about countries in Europe, using our Computing and research skills to find information and fun facts about chosen places. In English, we are developing our understanding of features of text, using headings, sub headings and paragraphs to inform our writing of reports. The published writing looks very fluent and accomplished. Well done, children!
	We have embedded our learning about local History, during our trip to Old Portslade. We looked at the older buildings, the 12th Century Church, and talked about how the area has changed and what has remained. The children were excellent ambassadors for our school, and we would like to say thank you to the adults that supported us on our walk.
	In Geography, we have  developed our map reading and atlas skills. We also have been learning about: The United Kingdom, Europe, continents and oceans. Why don’t you ask test us on what we have remembered.
	The children are all making progress in Reading. We have enjoyed bringing the class text ‘The Train Mouse’ to life through drama and freeze frames! There was a lot of interest in our Poetry Competition and we had a lot of fun hearing the children as they practised and performed.
	In Music, we have been working on our understanding of beat and the children took part in a fabulous drumming workshop, enjoying call and response games and chants! We are learning the language of crochets and quavers, minims and rests.
	In Design and Technology, we are investigating healthy foods and diets, making links with our science learning about bones and muscles. Next, we will plan healthy sandwich choices, by evaluating and choosing different bread types
	We hope you all have a great Easter break and are excited for our next topic ‘Ancient Egypt’.  ... The Year 3 Team

	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR FOUR
	This term, Year 4 have continued to build on their learning about the Romans.
	In English, the children have produced excellent explanation texts about Jupiter, as well as creating their own Roman Gods. Their writing is clear, detailed, informative and includes all the key features we would expect in this genre of writing. We have been very impressed with the quality of their work.
	In PSHE, our focus has been ‘Good to be Me’. The children have really enjoyed exploring what makes each of them unique. They have shown great respect when discussing both their similarities and differences and we are proud of the positive values being developed across the year group.
	In Science, we have been learning about sound—how it is made and how it can be changed. The children have enjoyed exploring different ways to create sound and investigating how pitch and volume can be altered.
	As always, please continue to support your child with learning their times tables. Just ten minutes a day on TTRS (on an iPad or phone) can make a big difference. The children have loved seeing their heatmaps improve from red, to yellow and then to green. Keep an eye out for a ‘Going Green Certificate’ if your child has not yet achieved this.
	Practising their personalised spellings daily will also greatly support their progress.
	We hope you have a wonderful Easter break and look forward to welcoming the children back for the summer term.
	... The Year 4 Team

	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR FIVE
	A MESSAGE FROM YEAR SIX
	A MESSAGE FROM FOREST CLASS
	We have had a wonderful start to our new topic, Fairytales! The children have thoroughly enjoyed reading and exploring a variety of traditional stories, as well as discovering different versions of their favourites. In class, we have been busy using fairytale props and puppets to retell stories, bringing characters and adventures to life through imaginative play. Our castle-building skills have also been impressive, and we have enjoyed comparing our creations to real-life castles. Each day, we have loved coming together for our walks, as well as taking time to relax with mindfulness colouring and guided drawing sessions. The children are becoming increasingly confident and skilled, and it has been lovely to see their creativity flourish. We are extremely proud of our writing this term. The children have worked so hard that some of their fantastic pieces have even been featured on our Writing Wall of Fame—a wonderful achievement! In maths, we have been learning about odd and even numbers with the help of our Numberblocks friends. We have also been practising addition and subtraction using rekenreks, which has helped us to develop a deeper understanding of number. In science, Forest Class enjoyed planting broad bean seeds. We have been carefully observing and recording the changes as they grow, showing great curiosity and enthusiasm. We have also begun our computing lessons, where we are learning about internet safety and how to log in and out responsibly—an important skill for our digital world. As part of our fairytale topic, we have explored a range of images, describing what we can see in detail. Our teachers have been very impressed with the children’s ideas, handwriting, and growing confidence. We have started to “up-level” our work by adding adjectives and writing our own sentences—fantastic progress! After half term, we are excited to continue our fairytale learning and will begin creating and writing our very own stories. Well done, Forest Class—keep up the amazing work!
	... The Forest Team

	PE UPDATE
	We are pleased to share what each year group has been focusing on in their PE lessons this term:
	Reception – Gymnastics
	Year 1 – Net and Wall & Fitness
	Year 2 – Striking & Fielding & Gymnastics
	Year 3 – Golf & Ball Skills
	Year 4 – Golf & Gymnastics
	Year 5 – Golf & Volleyball
	Year 6 – Handball & Gymnastics
	It has been fantastic to see the children developing their skills, confidence and teamwork across such a wide range of activities.
	A huge well done to our Year 5/6 girls who competed brilliantly in the local netball tournament at Brighton University. You represented the school with great effort and team sprit.
	Well done also to the Year 4–6 children who took part in the Multi-Skills Festival at BHASVIC. It was great to see so many of you getting involved and enjoying the experience.
	Finally, a huge well done to Louie in Year 5, who represented the school in the final rounds of the Sussex Schools Cross-Country Event. We are extremely proud of you.
	Thank you for your continued support.
	... Mr Crellin
	Poetry Festival at Brackenbury
	We had an amazing time at the poetry festival at Brackenbury! The children truly blew us away with their presentations—showing clear expression, confidence and creativity in every poem.
	In the first round, eighteen children competed: five children from Years 4, 5 and 6, and three children from Year 3. Many said they were nervous beforehand but you would never have known it from their confident and engaging presentations. From this round, four children (one from each year group) were selected to represent the school in the final.
	A couple of weeks later, after lots more rehearsal and refining their presentations, we went on to the grand final! This time, the children performed their poems in front of six other schools, which was a fantastic experience for everyone involved.
	It was a wonderful morning and every child who took part is a winner for showcasing their talents. We are incredibly proud of them all and look forward to taking part again next year!
	... Ms Wilks

	POETRY FESTIVAL
	WORLD BOOK DAY 2026
	We had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day this year, with a strong focus on sharing our love of reading.
	Instead of dressing up, children and staff were invited to bring in their favourite book from home. This created a fantastic opportunity for everyone to talk about stories they enjoy and recommend new books to their friends.
	A range of activities took place throughout the day. We held special celebration assemblies where children shared their favourite books and reflected on the joy that reading brings. It was lovely to hear so many enthusiastic recommendations and see pupils inspired by each other’s choices.
	Children also took part in paired reading sessions with pupils from different classes. These sessions allowed them to share their books together, read aloud and build connections across year groups.
	In classrooms, a variety of reading activities took place, with children engaging creatively and enthusiastically with their chosen books. We had children rewriting endings of stories, creating wooden spoon characters and designing impressive dioramas, retelling different scenes. From discussions and storytelling, to creative responses, reading was celebrated all across the school.
	Thank you to all families for supporting the day by helping children bring in books that are special to them. It was a truly enjoyable celebration, reminding us all of the power and pleasure of reading.
	... Mr Cosgrove
	Summer 1 Religious Festival Calendar - April

	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	Summer 1 Religious Festival Calendar - May

	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
	NEXT HALF TERM
	Topics for Summer 1
	Reception - Can you Imagine?
	Year 1 - Amazing Animals
	Year 2 - Helping Heros
	Year 3 - Ancient Egyptians
	Year 4 - Up Up and Away
	Year 5 - Mayans
	Year 6 - Crime and Punishment
	Please visit the school website and select your child's year group to view the curriculum overview for their year: www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups.
	This details what children will be learning in each subject.
	In addition to which topics children will cover, the curriculum maps show the key skills which will be taught.

	Core Reading Texts for Summer 1
	Reception: Jack and the beanstalk, There is no Dragon in this Story, The Knight that wouldn't Fight, How to Grow a Unicorn
	Year 1: You're Called What? By Kes Grey, Alan's Big Scary Teeth by Jarvis
	Year 2: The Extraordinary Life of Mary Seacole by Naida Redgrave, Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty
	Year 3: A Mummy Ate My Homework by Thiago De Moraes
	Year 4: Kenzuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo
	Year 5: The Explorer by Katherine Rundel
	Year 6: A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll


	IMPORTANT DATES
	April Mon 13.04.26 INSET Day - School and Little Oaks Nursery closed Tues 14.04.26 Children return to school  Tues 14.04.26 Little Oaks Nursery closed Tues 21.04.26 Year 1 visit the Sealife Centre  Tues 28.04.26 Year 3 - Beech Class visit Brighton Museum  Wed 29.04.26 Year 5 - Mayan Workshop (onsite) Wed 29.04.26 Reception visit Brighton Museum and The Royal Pavilion
	May Fri 01.05.26 Year 3 - Cherry Class visit Brighton Museum Mon 04.05.26 Bank Holiday - School closed  Thurs 07.05.26 Year 5 Assembly for Families 2:30pm Mon 11.05.26 to Thurs 14.05.26 Year 6 SATs  Fri 15.05.26 Year 6 Police visit (onsite)  Mon 18.05.26 Little Oaks Nursery Forest School - Pings will be sent to families Tues 19.05.26 Mile Oak Book Swap Wed 20.05.26 Whole Class Photos  Wed 20.05.26 Little Oaks Nursery Forest School - Pings will be sent to families Wed 20.05.26 Reception Big Make - Ladybird Class 9am Infant Hall  Thurs 21.05.26 Reception Big Make - Dragonfly Class 9am Infant Hall  Thurs 21.05.26 to Fri 22.05.26 Bikeabilty - Pings will be sent to children taking part  Thurs 21.05.26 Year 2 Assembly for Families 2:30pm Fri 22.05.26 Last Day of Term
	Half Term  Mon 25.05.26 until Fri 29.05.26
	Children return to school Mon 01.06.26
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	Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue, Portslade, BN41 2WN
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	http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk


