
A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION

We  co ul dn ’ t  g e t  thro ugh  a  day  in  r e c ep t ion  witho ut  o u r  no s e s  in  a  go o d  b o ok !  Ove r  the  hal f

t e rm  we ’ ve  b e en  s o  b usy  g e t t ing  t o  know  s t or i e s  we l l  an d  have  d eve l op e d  s ome  fi rm

favo u r i t e s .  

‘ Mon key  an d  M e ’  we  went  t o  s e e . . .  Emi ly  G rave t t ' s  won d e r fu l  t a l e  o f  a  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  animal

ant i c s  with  he r  mo s t  t r eas u r e d  t oy  has  b e en  r ea d  an d  r e r ea d  he r e  in  R e c ep t ion .  We  l ove  the

rhyme  an d  r ep e t i t i on  an d  have  en j oye d  innovat ing  the  s t or y  t o  inc l u d e  o u r  own  sp e c i a l  t oys .

We  have  wor ke d  har d  ora l l y  r ehears ing  l ine s  from  the  s t or y ,  g e t t ing  r ea dy  t o  have  a  go  a t

o u r  f i r s t  p i e c e  o f  narrat ive  wr i t ing !  
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R e c ep t ion  chi l d r en  have  ha d  a  b r i l l i ant  s t ar t  t o  the i r  l earning  j o u rney .

The  fi r s t  fe w  we e ks  o f  g e t t ing  t o  know  each  o the r  an d  s e t t l ing  in  t o

s cho o l  l i fe  went  s o  we l l .  We  ar e  s o  p ro u d  o f  a l l  o f  them !  

Chi l d r en  have  qu i ck ly  l earnt  the  ro u t ine s  an d  exp e c t a t ions  for  phonics

t eaching  an d  l earning  -  they  arr ive  eag e r  for  the i r  s e s s ions ,  l i s t en  we l l

an d  g ive  a l l  t asks  a  go .  We  ar e  s o  imp r e ss e d  with  how  they  ar e  l in k ing

l e t t e r s  t o  s o un ds ,  s e gment ing  an d  b l en d ing  ora l l y  an d  even  b e g inning  t o

wor d  r ea d  -  j us t  WOW !  

A nyone  for  p orr i dg e ! ?  We  know  a  p ar t i c u l ar  g i r l  that  i s  p ar t i a l  t o  a  b owl

that  i s  ‘ j us t  r i ght ‘  b u t  what ’ s  yo u r  favo u r i t e  fo o d ?  ’ G o l d i l o cks  an d  the

Thr e e  B ears ’  no t  only  int ro duc e d  us  t o  imp or t ant  narrat ive  s t r uc t u r e s  b u t

a l s o  insp i r e d  a  won d e r fu l  expl orat ion  o f  favo u r i t e  fo o ds  as  we l l  as

ske t che s  an d  d i s c uss ions  ab o ut  the  sp e c i a l  p e opl e  in  o u r  own  fami l i e s .  

We  know  the  r ep eat e d  r ehears a l  t o  ‘ I t ’ s  My  Bi r th day ’  by  H e l en  Oxenb u r y

o ff  by  hear t  an d  the  s t or y  insp i r e d  r e c ip e ,  car d  an d  invi t a t ion  wr i t ing ,

b i r th day  ro l e - pl ay  an d  even  b ak ing  r ea l  b i r th day  cake s  -  d e l i c io us .  

O u r  ' Bo oknic ’  w i th  o u r  year  s ix  fr i en ds  was  a  r ea l  hi ghl i ght  whe r e  we

enj oye d  b o ok  b rows ing  an d  shar ing  s ome  qu al i t y  s t or i e s  with  them  on  a

p i cnic  b l an ke t  on  the  s cho o l  f i e l d .  We  even  p r ep ar e d  for  the  o c cas ion  by

mak ing  s an dwiche s  an d  i c ing  b i s c u i t s .  I t ’ s  fa i r  t o  s ay  the  event  was  a  hi t

with  a l l  the  chi l d r en !    

Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the  p ar ent s  an d  car e r s  that  have  a t t en d e d  o u r  R e c ep t ion

r ea d ing  me e t ings .  I t ’ s  s o  imp or t ant  that  yo u  hear  ab o u t  o u r  ap p ro ach  an d

p rovi s ion  a t  M i l e  O ak  s o  that  yo u  ar e  fu l l y  e qu ip p e d  t o  s up p or t  yo u r

chi l d  a t  home.  P l eas e  come  an d  s e e  us  i f  yo u  co ul dn ’ t  make  i t ;  i t ’ s

thro ugh  wor k ing  t o g e the r  that  yo u r  chi l d r en  wi l l  thr ive  in  the i r  r ea d ing .  

As  i f  that  wasn ’ t  eno ugh ,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e come  s uch  in d ep en d ent  l earne rs  in  o u r

envi ronment s .  They  l ove  pl ay ing  an d  l earning  t o g e the r  b o th  ins i d e  an d  o u t s i d e .  The  ro l e  pl ay

ar eas  ar e  a l ways  b usy  an d  the  r e c ent  car  wash ,  with  r ea l  wat e r,  has  b e en  a  p ar t i c u l ar

favo u r i t e !  

O u r  t op i c  has  b e en  b ro ught  t o  l i fe  by  s eve ra l  ve r y  sp e c i a l  b aby  vi s i t or s -  than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the

fami l i e s  that  s up p or t e d  thi s !  A l l  the  b aby  pho t o g raphs  have  b e en  a  j oy  t o  shar e  an d  the

chi l d r en  have  b e en  mak ing  l in ks  with  the i r  own  p as t s  thro ugh  t a l k ing  ab o ut  how  they  have

chang e d  s inc e  they  we r e  l i t t l e .  The  s cho o l  nu rs e  has  a l s o  b e en  t o  s e e  us  t o  s up p or t  thi s

conc ep t .  

 P l eas e  cont inu e  t o  name  eve r y thing  as  we  ent e r  the  p e r io d  o f  hat s ,  g l ove s  an d  warm  co at s !

We  wi l l  b e  l earning  o u t s i d e  as  we l l  as  ins i d e ,  s o  pl eas e  d r e s s  yo u r  chi l d r en  ap p rop r i a t e l y .  As

a  l i t t l e  p r evi e w  o u r  next  t op i c  i s  ca l l e d  ‘ I t ’ s  g e t t ing  dar ke r ’ .  As  the  weathe r  chang e s  an d  the

s eas ons  fl ow ,  we  wi l l  expl or e  fe s t iva l s  an d  c e l e b rat ions  from  aro un d  the  worl d  an d  expl or e

nat u r e  an d  o u r  l o ca l  hab i t a t s ,  inc l u d ing  o u r  for e s t  s cho o l  ar ea .  We  can' t  wa i t  t o  s e e  whe r e

o u r  l earning  an d  o u r  s t or i e s  wi l l  t ake  us  next  hal f  t e rm !  
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