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D ear  Fami l i e s ,

As  we  ap p ro ach  the  en d  o f  ano the r  s cho o l  year,  I  want  t o  t ake  a  moment  t o  exp r e s s  my
hear t fe l t  g ra t i t u d e  for  yo u r  unwave r ing  s up p or t  an d  p ar tne rship  thro ugho ut  thi s
j o u rney .

Thi s  year  has  b e en  fi l l e d  with  r emar kab l e  achi evement s ,  exc i t ing  chal l eng e s  an d
co unt l e s s  moment s  o f  g rowth .  O u r  chi l d r en  have  d emons t ra t e d  inc r e d ib l e  r e s i l i enc e,
c u r io s i t y  an d  c r eat ivi t y .  I t  has  b e en  a  j oy  t o  witne ss  the i r  p ro g r e s s  an d  d eve l opment .

I  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  t ake  thi s  op p or t unit y  t o  acknowl e dg e  an d  b i d  far e we l l  t o  s eve ra l  d e eply
val u e d  memb e rs  o f  o u r  s cho o l  s t a ff  who  wi l l  b e  moving  on  t o  ne w  a dvent u r e s .  M is s
Fo s t e r,  M is s  D eme t r io u ,  M iss  C ap p s ,  M is s  Kass em  an d  Iona  wi l l  b e  l eaving  us  a t  the  en d
o f  thi s  s cho o l  year  having  ma d e  s i gni fi cant  cont r ib u t ions  t o  the  s cho o l ,  o u r  chi l d r en
an d  o u r  fami l i e s .

Miss  Fost er  has  b e en  a  cons t ant  s o u rc e  o f  s up p or t ,  comp ass ion  an d  enco u rag ement  for
chi l d r en  who  have  ne e d e d  a  s a fe  sp ac e  t o  t a l k ,  r e fl e c t  an d  b e  hear d .  She  has  b u i l t
s t rong ,  t r us t ing  r e l a t ionship s  with  key  chi l d r en ;  he lp ing  them  t o  un d e rs t an d  an d
manag e  the i r  fe e l ings  in  a  nu r t u r ing  an d  cons i s t ent  way .  H e r  ca l m  p r e s enc e  an d  ab i l i t y
t o  conne c t  meaning ful l y  with  chi l d r en  have  ma d e  a  l as t ing  d i ffe r enc e .  For  many ,  he r
s e s s ions  have  b e en  a  hi ghl i ght  o f  the  we e k  —  a  t ime  whe r e  they  have  fe l t  t r u ly  s e en
an d  s up p or t e d .

Miss  D emetriou  has  pl aye d  a  p ivo t a l  ro l e  in  s up p or t ing  chi l d r en  with  s o c i a l ,  emo t ional ,
an d  ment a l  hea l th  ne e ds .  H e r  fl ex ib l e ,  r e sp ons ive  ap p ro ach  an d  cons i s t ent  p r e s enc e
have  ma d e  a  r ea l  an d  l as t ing  d i ffe r enc e  t o  many .  She  has  b e en  a  r eass u r ing  an d  r e l i ab l e
fi g u r e  for  chi l d r en  navi gat ing  d i ff i c u l t  emo t ions  or  c i rc ums t anc e s ,  a l ways  me e t ing  them
with  emp athy  an d  un d e rs t an d ing .  H e r  cont r ib u t ion  has  gone  far  b eyon d  in d ivi du al
s e s s ions  —  she  has  he lp e d  shap e  a  c u l t u r e  o f  car e  ac ro ss  the  s cho o l .

Mr Capps ,  who  has  b e en  a  va l u e d  memb e r  o f  o u r  Year  2  t eaching  t eam ,  wi l l  b e  moving
on  t o  a  ne w  an d  exc i t ing  chap t e r  in  he r  l i fe  an d  car e e r.  H e r  commitment  t o  fo s t e r ing  a
l ove  for  l earning  an d  he r  ab i l i t y  t o  insp i r e  an d  chal l eng e  chi l d r en  wi l l  b e  d e eply  mis s e d
by  the  whol e  s cho o l .  She  has  b e en  an  exc ep t ional  t eache r  who  has  d emons t ra t e d  a
p ass ion  for  t eaching ,  c r eat ivi t y  in  the  c l as s ro om  an d  unwave r ing  s up p or t  for  o u r
chi l d r en .
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A M B I T I O N R E S P E C T P R I D E C O U R A G E

Miss  Kassem ,  j o ine d  us  a ft e r  Chr i s tmas  in  Year  3 .  She  has  f i t t e d  s eaml e ss ly  int o  the
t eam  an d  the  wi d e r  s cho o l .  She  has  insp i r e d  c u r io s i t y ,  nu r t u r e d  con fi d enc e  an d  he lp e d
the  chi l d r en  in  he r  c l as s  t o  thr ive  b o th  aca d emical l y  an d  p e r s onal l y .  H e r  car e  for  the
p up i l s  has  b e en  unwave r ing  an d  she  has  ha d  a  s i gni fi cant  imp ac t  on  the i r  p o s i t ive
j o u rney  an d  p ro g r e s s  thi s  year.  Than k  yo u .

Iona  has  b e en  a  d e d i cat e d  memb e r  o f  o u r  s up p or t  t eam  for  the  l as t  t wo  years ,  p rovi d ing
exc ep t ional  in d ivi du al  s up p or t  for  o u r  chi l d r en .  H e r  commitment  t o  a d d r e s s ing  each
chi l d ’ s  uni qu e  ne e ds  an d  ens u r ing  that  eve r y  p up i l  r e c e ive s  the  s up p or t  ne c e ss ar y  t o
thr ive  has  ha d  a  s i gni fi cant  imp ac t  on  the i r  e ducat ion  an d  we l l - b e ing .

We  wi sh  a l l  the s e  s t a ff  the  b e s t  in  the i r  fu t u r e  en d eavo u rs  an d  than k  them  for  the i r
s i gni fi cant  cont r ib u t ions .  The i r  d e d i cat ion ,  har d  wor k ,  k in dne ss  an d  p ass ion  have  ma d e
a  l as t ing  imp ac t  on  o u r  s cho o l  communit y .  We  s en d  them  on  with  warmth  an d  p o s i t ivi t y
for  what eve r  come s  next  an d  with  o u r  hear t fe l t  than ks  for  a l l  they  have  g iven  t o  the
chi l d r en ,  s t a ff  an d  fami l i e s  he r e  a t  M i l e  O ak .

I  am  immens e ly  p ro u d  o f  o u r  ent i r e  s cho o l  communit y .  O u r  inc r e d ib l e  s t a ff  an d ,  o f
co u rs e,  o u r  won d e r fu l  chi l d r en .  O u r  t eam  has  wor ke d  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  p rovi d e  a  nu r t u r ing
an d  s t imul at ing  envi ronment .  The  co l l ab orat ion  among  o u r  l ea d e r s ,  t eache rs ,
a dmini s t ra t or s ,  s up p or t  s t a ff  an d  p r emis e s  t eam  has  b e en  exc ep t ional .  The i r  commitment
t o  innovat ive  t eaching ,  tho ught fu l  s up p or t  for  each  chi l d ’ s  in d ivi du al  ne e ds  an d  car e  for
o u r  s cho o l  g ro un ds  has  b e en  unwave r ing .  O u r  s t a ff  have,  as  a l ways ,  gone  ab ove  an d
b eyon d  t o  ens u r e  eve r y  chi l d  has  the  op p or t unit y  t o  s uc c e e d .  The i r  e ffor t s  have  t r u ly
shap e d  the  p o s i t ive  an d  dynamic  l earning  envi ronment  that  make s  o u r  s cho o l  s o  sp e c i a l .
They  ar e  a  t r u ly  b r i l l i ant  an d  insp i r ing  t eam  t o  wor k  with ,  than k  yo u  t o  each  an d  eve r y
one  o f  them .

As  we  p r ep ar e  for  a  t r u ly  we l l - d e s e r ve d  s umme r  b r eak ,  I  enco u rag e  yo u  t o  r e fl e c t  on  the
many  s uc c e ss e s  o f  thi s  year  an d  t o  c e l e b rat e  the  in d ivi du al  ac compl i shment s  o f  yo u r
won d e r fu l  chi l d r en .  L e t ’ s  t ake  thi s  t ime  t o  r e charg e,  en j oy  fami ly  moment s ,  an d  l o ok
for war d  t o  the  op p or t unit i e s  an d  a dvent u r e s  that  the  ne w  s cho o l  year  wi l l  b r ing  for  us
a l l .

Chi l d r en  wi l l  r e t u rn  t o  s cho o l  on  Fr i day ,  S ep t emb e r  5 th ,  2 0 2 5 .  We  l o ok  for war d  t o
we l coming  yo u  an d  yo u r  chi l d r en  b ack  for  ano the r  exc i t ing  an d  s uc c e ss fu l  year  a t  M i l e
O ak .

Than k  yo u  onc e  aga in  for  b e ing  s uch  an  int e g ra l  p ar t  o f  o u r  s cho o l  communit y .  I  w i sh
yo u  an d  yo u r  fami ly  a  j oyfu l ,  r e l ax ing  s umme r  an d  I  l o ok  for war d  t o  s e e ing  yo u  in  the
ne w  s cho o l  year  whe r e  we  can  onc e  aga in ,  Thin k  BIG . Mr. Lording



D ear  Year  6 ,

As  yo u  p r ep ar e  t o  l eave  M i l e  O ak  an d  t ake  yo u r  next  b i g  s t ep  int o  s e con dar y
s cho o l ,  I  want  t o  s ay  how  inc r e d ib ly  p ro u d  we  ar e  o f  each  an d  eve r y  one  o f  yo u .
Yo u  have  b e en  s uch  an  imp or t ant  p ar t  o f  o u r  s cho o l  communit y .  We ’ ve  wat che d
yo u  g row  from  c u r io us ,  eag e r  l i t t l e  l earne rs  int o  con fi d ent  an d  cap ab l e  yo ung
p e opl e  r ea dy  t o  t ake  on  ne w  chal l eng e s .  Yo u ’ ve  ma d e  us  l augh ,  ma d e  us  p ro u d  an d
ma d e  us  exc i t e d  for  the  cont r ib u t ion  yo u  ar e  go ing  t o  have  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y .

Whe the r  i t  was  the  way  yo u  s up p or t e d  yo ung e r  p up i l s ,  showe d  r e s i l i enc e  in  yo u r
l earning ,  or  gave  yo u r  a l l  in  yo u r  f inal  p e r formanc e s  an d  sp or t s  event s  —  yo u ’ ve
t r u ly  l e ft  yo u r  mar k  on  o u r  s cho o l .

As  yo u  move  on  t o  thi s  exc i t ing  ne w  chap t e r,  r ememb e r  that  yo u  carr y  with  yo u
no t  j us t  what  yo u ' ve  l earne d  b u t  a l s o  the  va l u e s  yo u ' ve  l earnt  an d  l ive d  a t  M i l e
O ak .  B e  r e sp e c t fu l ,  b e  co u rag e o us ,  b e  amb it io us ,  b e  p ro u d  an d  Thin k  BIG !  A l ways
b e l i eve  in  yo u rs e l f  b e caus e  we  c e r t a in ly  do .

We  wi l l  mi s s  yo u  g r eat l y  b u t  we  can ’ t  wa i t  t o  hear  ab o u t  a l l  the  won d e r fu l  things
yo u  wi l l  go  on  t o  achi eve .

G o o d  l uck  Year  6 .

With  warme s t  wi she s ,

. . .  M r  Lor d ing  an d  the  M i l e  O ak  Team
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A GOODBYE MESSAGE TO OUR
YEAR 6 PUPILS
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ANTI-RACISM AND EQUALITIES

L as t  we e k ,  we  c e l e b rat e d  o u r  s e con d  annu al  C ul t u r e  D ay .  Thro ugho ut  the  day ,  each
cl ass  ha d  the  op p or t unit y  t o  l earn  ab o ut  d i ffe r ent  c u l t u r e s  aro un d  the  worl d .
Chi l d r en  d r e s s e d  in  t ra d i t ional  c l o thing ,  shar e d  s t or i e s  an d  c r eat e d  ar t .

P up i l s  from  Varn d ean  H i gh  Scho o l  vi s i t e d  an d  danc e d  for  a l l  chi l d r en  in  as s emb ly
showcas ing  t ra d i t ional  danc e s  an d  c l o thing  from  In d i a  an d  Tha i l an d .

Momma  Che rr i  ran  wor kshop s  thro ugho ut  the  morning  with  chi l d r en  l earning  the
d i ffe r ent  t yp e s  an d  or i g ins  o f  b r ea ds  from  aro un d  the  worl d .

C ul t u r e  D ay  was  no t  only  fun  an d  e ducat ional  b u t  a l s o  a  meaning ful  op p or t unit y
for  chi l d r en  t o  c e l e b rat e  the i r  d i ffe r enc e s ,  d eve l op  emp athy  an d  ga in  a  d e ep e r
un d e rs t an d ing  o f  the  worl d  aro un d  them .

We  ar e  s o  p ro u d  o f  o u r  chi l d r en  for  the i r  c u r io s i t y  an d  r e sp e c t  an d  we  ext en d  o u r
hear t fe l t  than ks  t o  a l l  o f  o u r  o f  o u r  fami l i e s  who  he lp e d  t o  make  the  day  s o
sp e c i a l .
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A  WOND E R F U L  C E LE B R ATION  OF  DIVE RSIT Y  ON  C U LT U R E  DAY !

VA RND E AN  M E NTO RING
Some  o f  o u r  p up i l s  o f  co l o u r  in  Year  5  an d  6  have  now  compl e t e d  a  5  we e k
ment or ing  p ro g ramme  with  p up i l s  from  Varn d ean .  Thi s  has  b e en  a  l ove ly
exp e r i enc e  for  a l l  an d  we  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  than k  A ng e l a  S immon ds  a t  Var d ean  for
l ea d ing  an d  ho s t ing .  We  ar e  now  in  the  ear ly  s t ag e s  o f  c r eat ing  s ome thing  s imi l ar
with  PAC A  an d  l o ok  for war d  t o  shar ing  thi s  with  yo u  a t  a  l a t e r  dat e .



LITTLE OAKS 
NURSERY
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A l l  the  chi l d r en  a t  L i t t l e  O aks  have  ha d  a  b usy  b u t  fun  s umme r
t e rm !  We  s t ar t e d  the  t e rm  c e l e b rat ing  the  fant as t i c  o u t come  o f  o u r
r e c ent  Of s t e d  insp e c t ion .  We  ar e  a l l  ve r y  pl eas e d  with  o u r  8 G o o d 9
Of s t e d  ra t ing .

We  have  b e en  l earning  a l l  ab o u t  the  eme rg ency  s e r vi c e s  an d  have
e sp e c i a l l y  en j oye d  pl ay ing  do c t or s  in  o u r  ro l e  pl ay  ar ea .  

The  chi l d r en  ha d  fun  mat ching  o u r  ne w  wo o d en  fi g u r e s  t o  the  d i ffe r ent  j ob s  they
do  an d  d i s cove r ing  a l l  the  ways  the s e  imp or t ant  p e opl e  he lp  us .  I  won d e r  i f  the
chi l d r en  can  r ememb e r  the  numb e r  t o  ca l l  in  an  eme rg ency ?

Ove r  the  p as t  co upl e  o f  we e ks ,  we  have  b e en  he lp ing  o u r
o l d e s t  chi l d r en  g e t  r ea dy  for  s cho o l .  O u r  s cho o l  ro l e  pl ay
ar ea  has  b e en  ve r y  p op ul ar ;  chi l d r en  have  l ove d  t ak ing
t u rns  b e ing  the  t eache r,  he lp ing  the i r  fr i en ds  wr i t e  the i r
name s  an d  p rac t i s ing  l e t t e r  s o un ds .  They  have  a l s o  b e en
d r e ss ing  up  in  s cho o l  uni forms  an d  wor k ing  on  the i r  f ine
mo t or  sk i l l s  by  do ing  up  z ip s  an d  b u t t ons .  

We  have  even  b e en  p rac t i s ing  carr y ing  l unch  t rays  aro un d  the  ro om ;  car e fu l l y
b a l anc ing  c up s  o f  wat e r — many  o f  the  chi l d r en  have  b e come  qu i t e  sk i l l e d  a t  thi s !

O u r  Summe r  G ame s  we r e  a  g r eat  s uc c e ss .  Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  the  home  a dul t s  who
came  a l ong  t o  s up p or t  us .  The  chi l d r en  l ove d  che e r ing  on  the i r  fr i en ds  du r ing  the
r unning  rac e s ,  l aunching  ro cke t s  int o  the  sky  an d  s cor ing  go al s  with  the  fo o tb a l l
ne t s .
We  fini she d  o ff  the  t e rm  with  a  l ove ly  t e d dy  b ears 9  p i cni c ,  a l l  the  chi l d r en  b ro ught
the i r  t e d d i e s  in  an d  shar e d  s t or i e s  an d  snacks  with  the i r  g rown - up s .  We  s ang  o u r
8 S e e  yo u  l a t e r  A l l i ga t or 9  s ong  an d  s a i d  go o dbye  t o  a l l  o u r  o l d e r  fr i en ds  as  they  g e t
r ea dy  t o  l eave  for  the i r  onwar d  j o u rney  t o  R e c ep t ion !  

. . .  The  L i t t l e  O aks  Nu rs e r y  Team



What  a  won d e r fu l  t e rm  we  have  ha d  he r e  in  R e c ep t ion .  We  have
b e en  l earning  ab o u t  whe r e  we  l ive  thro ugh  o u r  t op i c  8 H e r e 9 s
Lo ok ing  A ro un d  M e 9 .

O u r  f i r s t  s t op  was  M i l e  O ak  i t s e l f .  We  l o oke d  a t  hab i t a t s  within
s cho o l ,  s earching  for  mini - b eas t s  in  o u r  gar d en  an d  a t  For e s t
Scho o l .  We  pl ant e d  l o t s  o f  s e e ds  an d  vi s i t e d  the  l iving  c l as s ro om
t o  s e e  what  i s  g rowing  an d  l iving  the r e .  O u r  l as t  a dvent u r e  aro un d
M i l e  O ak  was  a  vi s i t  t o  M i l e  O ak  Farm .  The  t eache r,  H annah ,  was
s o  k in d .  She  he lp e d  us  t o  expl or e  the  farm  an d  fin d  o u t  ab o u t  the
animal s  an d  the  t yp e  o f  s t ea d ing  M i l e  O ak  farm  i s .  Back  a t  s cho o l
we  ma d e  map s  o f  o u r  t r i p .  We  shar e d  the  s t or y  8 What  the  L a dyb i r d
H ear d 9  by  Ju l i a  D onal ds on  which  a l s o  has  a  map  o f  a  farm  in  i t .  

Next ,  we  s t ar t e d  t o  thin k  fu r the r  a fi e l d .  We  shar e d  a  s t or y  ab o ut
a l l  the  p e opl e  who  he lp  us  in  o u r  t own  du r ing  the  ni ght ,  8 A l l
Thro ugh  the  Ni ght 9  by  Po l l y  Fab e r.  Thi s  l e d  t o  many  ro l e  pl ay
a dvent u r e s  o f  f i r e fi ght e r s ,  p o l i c e  o ffi c e r s ,  me d ica l  s t a ff ,
cons t r uc t ion  wor ke rs  an d  r e fus e  co l l e c t or s .  We  even  ha d  vi s i t s
from  the  RNLI  an d  the  p o l i c e .  We  ha d  a  g r eat  t ime  in  the  p o l i c e
car !  I t  was  g r eat  t o  thin k  ab o ut  a l l  the  p e opl e  who  he lp  us  in  o u r
communit y .
 
O u r  hal f  t e rm  c ul minat e d  in  thin k ing  ab o ut  o u r  l ove ly  c i t y  o f
Br i ght on  an d  H ove.  We  have  l earnt  ab o u t  o c ean  p o l l u t ion  us ing  the
s t or y  8 Some b o dy  Swal l owe d  St anl ey 9  by  S arah  Rob e r t s  an d  can  t a l k
ab o ut  how  we  l ove  o u r  c i t y  an d  want  t o  l o ok  a ft e r  i t .  We  ha d  s ome
fun  thin k ing  ab o ut  p i ra t e s  an d  the i r  s ea - b as e d  a dvent u r e s ,  us ing
o u r  imag inat ions  t o  b e  p i ra t e s  o u rs e lve s .  We  a l s o  tho ught  ab o u t
o u r  r ea l  s eas i d e  an d  what  p e opl e  l i ke  t o  do  when  vi s i t ing  the
b each .  O u r  f inal  t r i p  t o  the  I 36 0 ,  was  a  fun - fi l l e d  a dvent u r e  in  the
sky .  We  l ove d  s e e ing  o u r  c i t y  from  a  d i ffe r ent  p e r sp e c t ive .  We  ha d
the  b e s t  day ,  t rave l l ing  by  b us ,  go ing  on  the  I 36 0 ,  pl ay ing  on  the
b each  an d  in  the  pl ayg ro un d  an d  even  en j oy ing  a  t as t y  i c e  c r eam !  

We  have  t aken  p ar t  in  o u r  ve r y  fi r s t  sp or t s  day .  A l l  the  chi l d r en
p ar t i c i p at e d  s o  we l l ,  much  fun  was  ha d  by  a l l !  Then  final l y ,  we
ha d  the  BEST  b each  p ar t y  eve r !  Lo t s  o f  spl ashing ,  game s ,  danc ing ,
fr u i t  t as t ing ,  8 mo ckt a i l s 9  an d  an  i c e  c r eam  or  t wo !  

We  have  ha d  a  won d e r fu l  year.  The  chi l d r en  have  s t ar t e d  the i r
l earning  a dvent u r e s  a t  M i l e  O ak  Scho o l  with  s uch  enthus i asm  an d
have  shown  g r eat  p e r s eve ranc e  an d  co u rag e .  Wel l  done  R e c ep t ion !
H ave  a  fab ul o us  s umme r  an d  go o d  l uck  in  Year  One -  we  wi l l  mi s s
yo u .  

 The  R e c ep t ion  Team
 

A MESSAGE FROM RECEPTION
S U M M E R  2  N E W S L E T T E R J U L Y  2 0 2 5



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR ONE
S U M M E R  2  N E W S L E T T E R J U L Y  2 0 2 5

What  a  year !  Year  One  have  ha d  a  ve r y  b usy  year  l earning  ab o ut  many  t op i c s ;  from  animal s
t o  expl or e r s ,  t o  t oys  an d  fa i r y  t a l e s .  Thi s  t e rm ,  we  have  wrap p e d  up  the  year  with  o u r  t op i c
8 G o  G r e en ! 9  whe r e  we  have  l earnt  a l l  ab o u t  pl ant s ,  g rowing  an d  the  nat u ra l  worl d  aro un d  us .

In  Sc i enc e,  we  have  b e en  l earning  ab o u t  d i ffe r ent  t yp e s  o f  fl owe rs  an d  t r e e s  as  we l l  as
naming  t yp e s  o f  eve rg r e en  an d  d e c i du o us  t r e e s .  We  ha d  g r eat  fun  co l l e c t ing ,  naming  an d
d rawing  fl owe rs  that  we  fo un d  g rowing  aro un d  o u r  s cho o l  an d  en j oye d  us ing  them  t o  make
nat u ra l  ar t .  We  a l s o  en j oye d  t ak ing  a  t r i p  t o  For e s t  Scho o l  whe r e  we  we r e  ab l e  t o  pl ant  o u r
own  s un fl owe r  s e e ds !  H op e ful l y  the s e  wi l l  cont inu e  t o  g row  an d  b l o s s om  at  home !   

In  M us ic  we  have  cont a ine d  o u r  8 G o  G r e en 9  t op i c  by  l earning  t o  s ing
a  g rowing  s ong :  8 Fin d  a  l i t t l e  s e e d ! 9  The  chi l d r en  have  en j oye d
e cho ing  the  l ine s  t o  each  o the r  as  we l l  as  l earning  what  the  d i ffe r ent
s e c t ions  o f  the  s ong  ar e  ca l l e d ;  p e rhap s  the  chi l d r en  can  s ing  the
chor us  t o  yo u  a t  home.  

In  DT ,  we  we r e  ab l e  t o  d e s i gn  an d  c r eat e  o u r  own  fr u i t  s a l a ds !  A ft e r  r ea d ing  8 Avo ca do  Baby 9
an d  8 O l ive r 9 s  Ve g e t ab l e s 9 ,  we  t as t e d  a  rang e  o f  fr u i t s  an d  cho s e  which  one s  we  l i ke d  the
mo s t  for  o u r  fr u i t  s a l a ds .  We  we r e  then  ab l e  t o  p rac t i s e  o u r  c u t t ing  sk i l l s  by  p r ep ar ing  the
fr u i t  o u rs e lve s  b e for e  we  go t  t o  t as t e  i t !

We  have  a l s o  ha d  a  b usy  t e rm  o f  t r i p s  an d  exp e r i enc e s .  We  we r e
ve r y  l ucky  t o  vi s i t  o u r  l o ca l  synago g u e  t o  d eve l op  o u r  un d e rs t an d ing
o f  the  J e wi sh  r e l i g ion .  Sc i enc e  we e k  was  a  r ea l  s uc c e ss  we  ar e
pl eas e d  s o  many  o f  yo u  co ul d  j o in  us  t o  c e l e b rat e  the  we e k  an d  the
ac t ivi t i e s  we  d i d .  On  C ul t u r e  D ay ,  we  l earnt  a l l  ab o u t  Sco t t i sh  an d
Ic e l an d ic  c u l t u r e s  as  we l l  as  ab o u t  the  d i ffe r ent  c u l t u r e s  o f  chi l d r en
in  o u r  c l as s e s .  

Final l y  we  fini she d  the  t e rm  with  Sp or t s  D ay !  A  mass ive  we l l  done  t o  a l l  o f  the  chi l d r en  for
the i r  har d  wor k  in  a l l  the  rac e s .  They  we r e  a l l  showcas ing  o u r  s cho o l  va l u e  o f  amb it ion  an d
shar ing  the  sk i l l s  they  have  b e en  d eve l op ing  in  PE .

We  have  fo un d  i t  a  r ea l  pl eas u r e  t o  t each  a l l  the  chi l d r en  in
G ol d finch  an d  St ar l ing  C l ass  thi s  year  an d  we  ar e  ve r y  p ro u d
o f  a l l  the i r  achi evement s .  We  have  s e en  a l l  the  chi l d r en
make  g r eat  p ro g r e s s  an d  b e come  in d ep en d ent  in d ivi du al s  who
have  a  l ove  o f  l earning .  We  wo ul d  l i ke  t o  wi sh  them  al l  the
b e s t  moving  int o  Year  2  an d  hop e  eve r y  fami ly  has  a  r e s t fu l
s umme r !

. . .  The  Year  One  Team  
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A ft e r  o u r  t r i p ,  we  l ove d  mak ing  a  map  o f  the  ro u t e  we  t o ok  an d  i l l us t ra t ing  the s e
with  g r eat  p i c t u r e s .  We  have  a l s o  ma d e  s ome  amaz ing  p i c t u r e s  o f  Br i ght on  b each
us ing  p o lys t y r ene  p r int ing  an d  co l l ag e  sk i l l s .  We  then  wro t e  s ome  int e r e s t ing  fac t
fi l e s  a l l  ab o u t  Br i ght on  in  the  p as t  an d  comp ar e d  i t  t o  Br i ght on  t o day .  

We  l ove d  s c i enc e  we e k  an d  g e t t ing  t o  show  o ff  a l l  that  we  ha d  l earnt  t o  o u r  a dul t s
a t  the  s c i enc e  fa i r.  We  sp ent  the  we e k  d e s i gning  an d  mak ing  o u r  own  b o at s  t o  t e s t
o u r  b i g  qu e s t ion  8 Why  do  s ome  mat e r i a l s  fl o a t  an d  o the r s  s in k ? 9  We  en d e d  the  t e rm
by  l earning  a l l  ab o u t  meas u r e  in  M aths ,  inc l u d ing  t ime,  l eng th  an d  he i ght ,  mass
an d  t emp e rat u r e .  We  have  a l s o  wr i t t en  s ome  c r eat ive  Ac ro s t i c  Po ems  a l l  ab o u t  the
s eas i d e !  We  ha d  a  fant as t i c  sp or t s  day  showcas ing  o u r  sk i l l s  an d  a l s o  thoro ughly
enj oye d  o u r  c u l t u r e  day  l earning  a l l  ab o u t  A fr i ca  an d  A fghani s t an .  
The  Year  Two  Team  ar e  s o  p ro u d  o f  the  chi l d r en' s  har d  wor k ,  no t  j us t  thi s  t e rm  b u t
thro ugho ut  the  year !  We  canno t  b e l i eve  i t  i s  t ime  for  them  t o  go  t o  Year  Thr e e  an d
wi l l  mi s s  them  ve r y  much .  We  hop e  they  en j oy  a  we l l - d e s e r ve d ,  r e l ax ing  s umme r
ho l i day !
                                                                                      The  Year  Two  Team

Year  Two  have  ha d  a  g r eat  t ime  thi s  hal f  t e rm  l earning  a l l
ab o u t  ' B eau t i fu l  Br i ght on' .  We  s t ar t e d  o ff  o u r  t op i c  by
r e s earching  the  hi s t or y  o f  Br i ght on ,  inc l u d ing  The  Royal
Pavi l ion ,  The  P r inc e  R e g ent  an d  M ar tha  G unn .  We  then
go t  t o  comp ar e  thi s  t o  Br i ght on  now  by  go ing  on  an
amaz ing  t r i p .  We  vi s i t e d  the  mus e um  an d  s aw  the  s i ght s  o f
Br i ght on  from  the  Vo l k 9 s  R a i l way .  



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR THREE

We  have  en j oye d  o u r  t op i c  ab o u t  A nc i ent  E g yp t .  

We  have  mummi fi e d  orang e s ,  t o  un d e rs t an d  –  in  p ar t !  –  the  int r i cac i e s  an d  d i ff i c u l t i e s
o f  the  mummi fi ca t ion  p ro c e ss .  We  then  us e d  thi s  t o  d eve l op  o u r  un d e rs t an d ing  o f
ins t r uc t ion  wr i t ing .  

A l s o  in  wr i t ing ,  we  expl or e d  the   fea t u r e s  o f  d i ar y  t ext s  an d  us e d  the  Ta d e o  Jone s ,
which  i s  a  shor t  f i l m  t o  d eve l op  an d  insp i r e  o u r  un d e rs t an d ing  o f  wr i t ing  ab o u t  tho ught
an d  fe e l ings ,  in formal  l ang u ag e  an d  chrono l o g i ca l  or d e r,  which  ar e  a l l  the  ne c e ss ar y
feat u r e s  o f  a  d i ar y .  

O u r  G u i d e d  R ea d ing  t ext ,  8 Var j ak  Paw 9 ,  was  r i ch  with  pl o t  an d  d e s c r i p t ive  l ang u ag e .  The
chi l d r en  have  b e come  ve r y  a d ep t  a t  l o ok ing  for  evi d enc e  in  the  t ext  t o  ans we r  qu e s t ions .
Thi s  has  b e en  a  l eng thy  t ext  b u t  we  have  b e en  imp r e ss e d  with  the  conc ent ra t ion  they
have  s us t a ine d  thro ugho ut  an d  we  en j oye d  the  pl o t  t w i s t s .

In  PSH E ,  we  cont inu e d  t o  r e in forc e  o u r  knowl e dg e  o f  vo cab ul ar y  for  p ar t s  o f  the  b o dy ,
an d  i d ent i f i e d  fe e l ings  an d  exp r e ss ions  o f  s a fe t y .  We   d i s c uss e d  r e l a t ionship s  an d  how
t o  b e  k in d  t o  o u rs e lve s .  

L earning  in  Sc i enc e  was  ab o u t  naming  r ep ro duc t ive  p ar t s  o f  the  fl owe r,  s e e d  p ro duc t ion
an d  d i sp e r s a l .  We  l o oke d  c l o s e ly  a t  the  fl owe rs  an d  s e e d  hea ds  in  o u r  g ro un ds ,  t a l ke d
ab o ut  the  p ar t s  that  we  co ul d  s e e ,  the i r  func t ions  an d  how  the  s e e ds  mi ght  b e  d i sp e r s e d .
We  r ea l l y  en j oye d  ho s t ing  o u r  Sc i enc e  Fa i r,  w i th  a  rang e  o f  s ome  o f  o u r  Sc i enc e
l earning  from  ac ro ss  the  year.  

We  ar e  s o  p ro u d  with  how  the  chi l d r en  have  d eve l op e d  an d  p ro g r e s s e d .  They  have
enj oye d  me e t ing  the i r  Year   Fo u r  t eache rs .  We  wi sh  them  cont inu e d  s uc c e ss  next  year.  

 The  Year  Thr e e  Team

S U M M E R  2  N E W S L E T T E R J U L Y  2 0 2 5



A MESSAGE FROM YEAR
FOUR

We ' ve  ha d  a  fun - fi l l e d  an d  ac t ion - p acke d  final  t e rm  in  Year
Fo u r !

O u r  a dvent u r e s  b e gan  with  a  fant as t i c  t r i p  t o  Br i ght on ,  whe r e
we  en j oye d  an  insp i r ing  A r t  Wal k  a l ong  the  s ea front  b e for e
hea d ing  t o  the  R amp ion  Vi s i t or  C ent r e .  The r e,  we  d i s cove r e d
how  the  o ff shor e  win d  t u rb ine s  we r e  ins t a l l e d  an d  how  they  he lp
p owe r  o u r  l o ca l  ar ea .  The  c ent r e  i s  fr e e  t o  vi s i t  an d  op en
thro ugho ut  the  ho l i days ,  s o  i t ’ s  we l l  wor th  a  t r i p  i f  yo u ' r e
nearby !

Sc i enc e  We e k  was  a  b i g  hi ghl i ght ,  e sp e c i a l l y  as  we  l in ke d  o u r
l earning  t o  the  theme  O u r  C i t y ,  O u r  Worl d .  The  chi l d r en  showe d
g r eat  enthus i asm  as  they  carr i e d  o u t  exp e r iment s  expl or ing  the
g r e enho us e  e ffe c t  an d  even  l aunche d  ro cke t s !

Thi s  t e rm ,  i t  was  H az e l  C l as s ’  t u rn  t o  t ake  p ar t  in  skat e b o ar d ing
s e ss ions — which  they  ab s o l u t e l y  l ove d .  PE  l e s s ons  have  a l s o
b e en  fi l l e d  with  exc i t ement  as  Year  Fo u r  g ear e d  up  for  the i r
up coming  sp or t s  day .

The  chi l d r en  have  r ea l l y  en j oye d  fin d ing  o u t  which  c l as s  they ’ l l
b e  in  next  year  an d  have  t aken  p ar t  in  s eve ra l  t rans i t ion  event s .
I t ’ s  b e en  l ove ly  t o  s e e  the i r  exc i t ement  an d  g rowing  con fi d enc e
as  they  l o ok  ahea d  t o  Year  5 !

Thro ugho ut  the  year,  the  chi l d r en  have  shown  fant as t i c
commitment  t o  imp roving  the i r  t ime s  t ab l e s ,  e sp e c i a l l y  thro ugh
Time s  Tab l e s  Ro ck  St ar s .  The i r  har d  wor k  r ea l l y  p a i d  o ff — they
t ack l e d  the  nat ional  M ul t i pl i ca t ion  Tab l e s  Che ck  with
con fi d enc e  an d  achi eve d  amaz ing  r e s ul t s !  

 The  Year  Fo u r  Team
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That 9 s  a  wrap !  What  a  pl eas u r e  i t  has  b e en  t o  t each  the  chi l d r en  in  E l d e r  an d  Rowan  c l as s
thi s  year.  We  ar e  ext r emely  p ro u d  o f  them  al l  for  showcas ing  the i r  co u rag e  an d  amb it ion
thi s  hal f  t e rm ,  which  has  l e d  t o  s ome  fant as t i c  l earning .

O u r  c l as s  r ea d e r  –  The  Boy  At  The  Back  Of  The  C l ass  –  has  r ea l l y  engag e d  the  chi l d r en 9 s
l ove  o f  r ea d ing .  The  b o ok  p rovi d e s  pl ent y  o f  c ro ss - c u rr i c u l ar  l in ks  t o  PSH E ,  cove r ing
theme s  s uch  as  r e fug e e s  an d  mi g rant s ,  me d i a  mis r ep r e s ent a t ion  an d  fr i en dship .  The  t ext
fu r the r  s up p or t e d  the  chi l d r en 9 s  wr i t ing  as  we  j ump e d  int o  8 St or yl an d 9  an d  imme rs e d
o u rs e lve s  in  the  narrat or 9 s  qu e s t  t o  f in d  a  r uby ,  r e d  p ome g ranat e  for  A hme t .  A ft e r war ds ,
the  chi l d r en  wro t e  a  b eau t i fu l l y  d e s c r i p t ive  mar ke t  s c ene,  us ing  a l l  the i r  s ens e s  an d  pl ent y
o f  f i g u rat ive  l ang u ag e .  We  a l s o  t o ok  the  op p or t unit y  t o  s t u dy  the  Pal in d rome  Po em
8 R e fug e e 9  by  Br i an  Bi l s t on  which  r ea l l y  cap t ivat e d  the  chi l d r en .  

Chi l d r en  expl or e d  the  r e l a t ionship s  b e t we en  frac t ions ,  d e c imal s  an d  p e rc ent ag e s  in  maths ;
l earning  how  t o  conve r t  an d  comp ar e  them .  They  a l s o  t o ok  a  c l o s e r  l o ok  a t  the  p rop e r t i e s
o f  shap e s ,  inc l u d ing  ang l e s ,  p e r ime t e r  an d  ar ea  an d  how  the s e  mathemat i ca l  conc ep t s  ar e
us e d  in  r ea l - l i fe  s i t u at ions .

Sc i enc e  We e k  was  a  hi ghl i ght  o f  the  hal f  t e rm  with  chi l d r en  l earning  ab o ut  the  imp or t anc e
o f  fl o o d - d e fenc e s .  They  wor ke d  co l l ab orat ive ly ,  us ing  b r i l l i ant  oracy  sk i l l s ,  t o  d e s i gn  an d
b u i l d  the i r  own  fl o o d  d e fenc e  sys t em  an d  the r e  was  g r eat  exc i t ement  when  they  we r e
t e s t e d !

Fo l l owing  o u r  l earning  o f  OS  map s ,  we  c r eat e d  a  ro u t e  an d  then  t o ok  a  fant as t i c  f i e l d  t r i p
ac ro ss  The  D owns  whe r e  we  i d ent i f i e d  b o th  human  an d  phys i ca l  fea t u r e s  o f  o u r  l o ca l  ar ea .
Whi l e  s u rro un d e d  by  the  b eau t y  o f  the  Nat ional  Par k ,  we  t o ok  the  op p or t unit y  t o  ske t ch
d i ffe r ent  vi e ws  which  we  then  us e d  as  a  s t imul us  for  o u r  l ino  p r int ing .   

A  s uc c e ss fu l  Sp or t s  D ay ,  f ini she d  the  hal f  t e rm ,  with  eve r y  chi l d  g iving  the i r  a l l .  

Enj oy  a  we l l - d e s e r ve d  s umme r !  

 The  Year  Five  Team
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What  a  fant as t i c  l as t  t e rm  the  Year  S ix  chi l d r en  have  ha d !  We ' ve
sp ent  t ime  in  l e s s ons  compl e t ing  o u r  wr i t ing  t rans i t ion ;  l earning
insp i r e d  by  shor t  s t or i e s  by  var io us  au thors  from  the  b o ok  ' H ap py
H e r e ' .  Thi s  uni t  s aw  a l l  chi l d r en  wr i t e  in  t wo  d i ffe r ent  s t yl e s :  a
p o em  an d  a  monol o g u e  an d  the i r  b e s t  p i e c e  has  b e en  s ent  t o  the i r
ne w  s e con dar y  s cho o l .  With  t rans i t ion  in  min d ,  o u r  PSH E  fo c us e d
on  s up p or t ing  the  chi l d r en' s  next  s t ep  in  e ducat ion ,  a l ong  with  RSE
l e s s ons  on  b o dy  chang e s  as  they  go  thro ugh  p ub e r t y .  

We  ha d  an  amaz ing  t ime  a t  The  M u r d e r  Mys t e r y  a t  the  Paramo unt
C as ino !  The  chi l d r en  r ea l l y  l o oke d  the  p ar t ,  fu l l y  emb rac ing  the  theme
with  the i r  o u t fi t s .  The r e  was  pl ent y  o f  ent e r t a inment  thro ugho ut  the
event — from  car d  game s ,  s ing ing  an d  danc ing  t o  ro l e - pl ay ing — an d  the
atmo sphe r e  was  fu l l  o f  exc i t ement .  We  we r e  e sp e c i a l l y  imp r e ss e d  with
the i r  s l e u thing  sk i l l s ;  they  we r e  t r u ly  exc ep t ional  l i t t l e  d e t e c t ive s !

The  Year  S ix  Summe r  Fa i r  i s  o ft en  a  hi ghl i ght  for  many  o f  the  chi l d r en  in  the  s umme r
t e rm  an d  thi s  year  was  no  exc ep t ion .  Wor k ing  t o g e the r  as  a  whol e  year  g ro up ,  the
chi l d r en  o f  Sycamor e,  Bl ackthorn  an d  Che s tnut  c r eat e d  game s  an d  s t a l l s  for  o the r s  t o
t ake  p ar t  in .  

They  d e s i gne d  p o s t e r s ,  co l l e c t e d  p r i z e s ,  f ina l i s e d  r u l e s  an d  t o ok  on
the  r e sp ons ib i l i t y  o f  r unning  the  event .  M any  a dul t s  ac ro ss  the
s cho o l  comment e d  on  how  ca l m  an d  inc l us ive  the  fa i r  was .  We  ar e
a l l  r ea l l y  p ro u d  o f  them  an d  they  ra i s e d  a  ve r y  imp r e ss ive  £ 50 8 . 69 .
Than k  yo u  t o  p ar ent s  an d  car e r s  for  he lp ing  the  chi l d r en  t o  p r ep ar e
the i r  game s  an d  donat e  the i r  o l d  t oys .  

Che s tnut  an d  Bl ackthorn  ha d  the i r  p o s t p one d  c l as s  t r i p s :  a  C r ime
Wal k  aro un d  Br i ght on  L a ine s .  The  chi l d r en  l ove d  hear ing  ab o u t  a l l
the  mys t e r i e s  an d  gor y  s t or i e s  an d  d i d  fant as t i ca l l y  in  the  qu i z  a t
the  en d ,  with  the  winning  t eam  r e c e iving  me dal s .  We  then  l o oke d  a t
s ome  g ra ffi t i  an d  d e b at e d  whe the r  i t  was  ar t  or  c r ime.  

Final l y ,  we  c e l e b rat e d  a l l  o f  the i r  achi evement s  thi s  year  with  the
L eave rs ’  D i s co .  The  chi l d r en  danc e d  an d  s ang  the  ni ght  away  t o
the i r  favo u r i t e  s ongs  an d  en j oye d  s ome  p i zza  an d  i c e  c r eam .  

I t  i s  a l ways  har d  t o  s ay  go o dbye  t o  a  g ro up  o f  chi l d r en ,  e sp e c i a l l y  a t  the  en d  o f  Year
S ix .  The r e  have  b e en  s o  many  fon d  memor i e s .  The  chi l d r en  wor ke d  t i r e l e s s l y  t owar ds
the i r  SATs ,  l aughe d  har d  an d  fac e d  the i r  fear s  du r ing  R e s i d ent i a l  an d  Ac t ivi t y  We e k  an d
chal l eng e d  thems e lve s  t o  b e  the i r  b e s t ,  even  when  i t  was  t o ugh .  

We  wi sh  them  al l  the  b e s t  on  the i r  next  j o u rney  an d  hop e
they  p op  in  an d  s e e  us  in  the  fu t u r e .  

 The  Year  S ix  Team

The r e  we r e  s ome  fab ul o us  p r i z e s !



Blackland  Farm Adventures !

Year  6  r e t u rne d  from  the i r  ep i c  r e s i d ent i a l  t o  Bl ack l an d  Farm  fu l l  o f  s t or i e s ,
l aught e r  an d  p e rhap s  j us t  a  t iny  b i t  mu d dy !  From  the  moment  we  arr ive d ,  the
exc i t ement  was  sky - hi gh — an d  no t  j us t  b e caus e  we  we r e  c l imb ing  wal l s ,  s ca l ing
Jacob ’ s  L a d d e r  an d  s t ack ing  c rat e s  hi ghe r  than  s ome  o f  us  eve r  tho ught  p o ss ib l e .

The  M e ga  SUP  ( imag ine  a  g i ant  p a d d l e b o ar d  with  a  l i fe  o f  i t s  own )  p rovi d e d
pl ent y  o f  wob b ly  moment s  an d  unexp e c t e d  spl ashe s ,  whi l e  ab s e i l ing  t e s t e d  o u r
ne r ve s  ( an d  the  t eache rs ’  ne r ve s  t o o ! ) .  In  the  evenings ,  we  gathe r e d  aro un d  the
camp fi r e  for  s ongs  an d  s ome  qu e s t ionab l e  danc e  move s — t u rns  o u t  Year  S ix  can
hit  the  hi gh  no t e s  an d  the  he i ght s !  Sl e ep ing  un d e r  canvas  b ro ught  o u t  o u r  inne r
a dvent u r e r s  ( an d  exp e r t  b ug - sp o t t e r s )  an d  the  fo o d  kep t  us  fu e l l e d  for  eve r y
chal l eng e — no  one  went  hung r y ,  that ’ s  for  s u r e !

I t  was  an  un forg e t t ab l e  t r i p  f i l l e d  with  t eamwor k ,  co u rag e  an d  a  l o t  o f  l aught e r.
A  hug e  we l l  done  t o  a l l  the  chi l d r en  for  throwing  thems e lve s  ( no t  l i t e ra l l y ,
than kful l y )  int o  eve r y  ac t ivi t y  with  s uch  enthus i asm !

. . .  The  Year  S ix  Team

YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL
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Adventures  a t  Home !

Whi l e  s ome  o f  Year  6  we r e  o ff  b raving  the  wi l ds  o f  Bl ack l an d  Farm ,  the  r e s t  o f
us  ha d  o u r  ve r y  own  ac t ion - p acke d  Ac t ivi t y  We e k — an d  what  a  we e k  i t  was !  We
k icke d  things  o ff  in  s t yl e  with  a  t r i p  t o  the  c inema,  fo l l owe d  by  s ome
comp e t i t ive  fun  a t  the  b owl ing  a l l ey  ( with  s ome  ve r y  < c r eat ive =  b owl ing
t e chni qu e s  on  d i spl ay ! ) .

We  l ac e d  up  o u r  wal k ing  b o o t s  for  a  b eau t i fu l  ( an d  s l i ght l y  exhaus t ing )  6 - mi l e
hi ke  ove r  the  D owns  t o  D evi l ’ s  D yke,  whe r e  the  vi e ws ,  we r e  we l l  wor th  the
e ffor t .  The r e  was  even  t ime  for  s ome  fo o t  go l f ,  whe r e  many  d i s cove r e d  that
k i ck ing  a  fo o tb a l l  int o  a  t iny  ho l e  i s  har d e r  than  i t  l o oks …  b u t  j us t  as  hi l ar io us
as  yo u ' d  imag ine !

From  s t ar t  t o  f ini sh ,  the r e  we r e  smi l e s ,  l aught e r,  t i r e d  l e gs  an d  pl ent y  o f  i c e
c r eam — mak ing  i t  a  fant as t i c  we e k  o f  fun ,  fr i en dship  an d  fr e sh  a i r.

 The  Year  S ix  Team

Activity week2025
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O u r  t op i c  o f  8 Summe r t ime 9  has  b e en  a  g r eat  op p or t unit y  t o  l earn  ab o ut  the  b each  an d
the  weathe r !  We  have  l ove d  t ak ing  p ar t  in  wat e r  pl ay  ac t ivi t i e s ,  f ine  mo t or  i c e  c r eam
b u i l d ing ,  expl or ing  a  wi d e  var i e t y  o f  s ens or y  an d  me ssy  pl ay  an d  d i ffe r ent  t ext u r e  an d
s c ent s .  

We  have  l ove d  coming  t o g e the r  t o  go  for  a  da i l y  wal k  an d  sp en d ing  t ime  t ak ing  p ar t  in
min d ful ne ss  co l o u r ing  an d  l earning  how  t o  d raw  s e s s ions .  

We  have  b e en  wor k ing  har d  t o  s t r eng then  o u r  f ine  mo t or  sk i l l s  thro ugh  thr ea d ing ,
us ing  t we ez e r s  t o  s or t  an d  i d ent i fy  ob j e c t s  an d  c u t t ing  sk i l l s .  Thi s  has  ha d  a  g r eat
imp ac t  on  o u r  han dwr it ing  an d  o u r  ab i l i t y  t o  ho l d  a  p en !  

We  have  en j oye d  l o ok ing  a t  d i ffe r ent  imag e s  for  O u r  Worl d  t op i c  an d  we  have  b e en  ab l e
t o  d e s c r ib e  the s e  imag e s .  O u r  t eache rs  ar e  ve r y  imp r e ss e d  with  o u r  i d eas  an d  o u r
han dwr it ing .  

We  ar e  en j oy ing  pl ay ing  g u e ss  who  an d  t ak ing  p ar t  in  var io us  ar t  ac t ivi t i e s  an d
co ok ing .

S apl ing  c l as s  ar e  l o ok ing  for war d  t o  o u r  next  t op i c  a ft e r  hal f  t e rm  8 a l l  ab o u t  me 9 .  We
ar e  on  the  l o oko ut  for  l arg e  s ca l e  cons t r uc t ion  for  o u r  o u t do or  sp ac e  an d  any  j un k
mo d e l l ing  r e s o u rc e s .

We  hop e  yo u  have  a  l ove ly  s umme r  an d  we  l o ok  for war d  t o  s e e ing  yo u  a l l  in  S ep t emb e r.

The  S apl ing  C l ass  Team

A MESSAGE FROM SAPLING
CLASS
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What  a  j am - p acke d  hal f - t e rm  i t  has  b e en !  M any  o f  o u r  chi l d r en  ha d  an  array  o f
sp or t ing  op p or t unit i e s  that  they  we r e  ab l e  t o  p ar t i c i p at e  in  du r ing  the  s umme r  t e rm .  I t
was  fant as t i c  t o  s e e  s o  many  o f  them  enj oy ing  ne w  ac t ivi t i e s  that  they  wo ul d  no t
normal ly  b e  ab l e  t o  p ar t ake  in  as  we l l  as  o u r  us u al  s cho o l  sp or t ing  event s .  The s e  have
inc l u d e d :

Rackets  Fest iva l  –  The  chi l d r en  we r e  ab l e  t o  l earn  ab o ut  t enni s ,  t ab l e  t enni s  an d  s qu ash
at  With d ean  with  sp e c i a l i s t  co ache s .  O u r  chi l d r en  thoro ughly  en j oye d  the  exp e r i enc e .

Scho o ls  D ay  Cricket  Match  –  Fi ft y  chi l d r en  ha d  the  chanc e  t o  wat ch  the  Eng l an d  men ’ s
U 1 9 s  a t  H ove  C r i cke t  G ro un d .  No t  many  chi l d r en  ha d  eve r  b e en  t o  a  c r i cke t  mat ch
b e for e  an d  only  a  co upl e  mor e  kne w  any  o f  the  r u l e s !  I t  was  a  g l or io us  day  with   an d  a l l
o f  the  chi l d r en  c r eat e d  an  amaz ing  a tmo sphe r e  du r ing  the  game.

Withde an  Athlet ics  Compet it ion  –  Some  chi l d r en  from  year  fo u r,  f ive  an d  s ix  we r e
s e l e c t e d  t o  comp e t e  in  an  a th l e t i c s  comp e t i t i on  aga ins t  many  o the r  s cho o l s .  When
comp e t ing ,  the  chi l d r en  p e r forme d  a dmi rab ly  in  sp r int ing ,  throwing ,  l ong  j ump  an d
r e l ay  rac e s .  M i l e  O ak  fini she d  ninth  in  o u r  d ivi s ion .  We  hop e  t o  do  even  b e t t e r  next
year !

Sports  D ay  –  What  a  fant as t i c  t wo  days  we  ha d  thi s  year !  Than k  yo u  t o  a l l  o f  the  a dul t s
who  came  t o  s up p or t  the i r  chi l d r en  an d  d i d  s o  emphat i ca l l y .  A maz ing ly ,  l o t s  o f  the
chi l d r en  we r e  ab l e  t o  thr ive  ac ro ss  many  d i ffe r ent  event s  thi s  year.  

Sports  Awards  –  Thi s  year,  we  d e c i d e d  t o  exp an d  the  sp or t s  awar ds  an d  have  even  mor e
awar ds  for  chi l d r en ’ s  a t t i t u d e  an d  ap pl i ca t ion  t owar ds  phys i ca l  e ducat ion  an d  s cho o l
sp or t .  I t  was  s o  r e war d ing  t o  s e e  a l l  o f  the  chi l d r en  b e  r e co gni s e d  for  a l l  o f  the i r  har d -
wor k  an d  enthus i asm .  C o u r tney  O rang e  ( o u r  g u e s t  sp eake r )  was  r ea l l y  insp i r ing  for  the
chi l d r en ,  shar ing  hi s  exp e r i enc e s  o f  co aching  an d  l i fe  as  a  p ro fe s s ional  g ymnas t .

Than k  yo u  for  a l l  o f  yo u r  s up p or t  with  s cho o l  sp or t  thi s  year,  we  r ea l l y  co ul d  no t  make
i t  wor k  witho ut  yo u r  s up p or t  with  sp e c t a t ing  game s ,  t rave l  t o  f ixt u r e s  an d  mo s t
imp or t ant l y  –  washing  o f  the  k i t s !  I t  has  b e en  a  fant as t i c  year  an d  as  a l ways  we  ar e
for eve r  l o ok ing  for  even  mor e  op p or t unit i e s  an d  exp e r i enc e s  for  the  chi l d r en .

 M r  Mc C uske r  an d  M r  C r e l l in

PE UPDATE
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This  year ’ s  Sc i enc e  We e k  t o ok  pl ac e  in  June  an d  was  a
fant as t i c  s uc c e ss !  With  wat e r  as  o u r  c ent ra l  theme,  s t u d ent s ,
t eache rs  an d  o u r  communit y  came  t o g e the r  t o  d ive  d e ep  int o  the
s c i enc e  that  shap e s  o u r  worl d .

Thro ugho ut  the  we e k ,  c l as s ro oms  an d  corr i dors  b uzz e d  with
c u r io s i t y  as  we  expl or e d  wat e r  from  eve r y  ang l e — it s  ro l e  in
e co sys t ems ,  the  wat e r  cyc l e ,  fl o o d  d e fenc e s ,  an d  i t s  imp or t anc e
in  s o lving  g l ob al  chal l eng e s  l i ke  c l imat e  chang e  an d  c l ean
wat e r  ac c e ss .

In  G u i d e d  R ea d ing ,  each  c l as s  s t u d i e d  the  wor k  o f  a  s i gni fi cant
s c i ent i s t  who s e  wor k  l in ks  t o  wat e r.  Teache rs  we r e  g iven  a  fr e e
r e i gn  on  which  s c i ent i s t s  t o  l earn  mor e  ab o u t  an d  i t  was  g r eat
t o  s e e  the  d ive r s e  b ackg ro un ds  the  s c i ent i s t s  came  from  an d ,  as
a  b onus ,  they  we r e  a l l  femal e  s c i ent i s t s !

O u r  Sc i enc e  Fa i r s  we r e  a  t r u e  hi ghl i ght  o f  the  we e k  an d  we
r ea l l y  ap p r e c i a t e d  tho s e  who  we r e  ab l e  t o  come  a l ong .  We  us e d
the s e  event s  as  a  chanc e  t o  d eve l op  o u r  O racy  sk i l l s  an d  thi s
r ea l l y  p a i d  o ff .  Than k  yo u  ask ing  chi l d r en  the  d i spl aye d
qu e s t ions  an d  a l l owing  them  t o  sp eak  l i ke  s c i ent i s t s .

Than k  yo u  t o  eve r yone  who  cont r ib u t e d  t o  mak ing  Sc i enc e
We e k  s uch  a  memorab l e  s uc c e ss .  

H e r e ’ s  t o  the  next  wave  o f  yo ung  s c i ent i s t s  mak ing  a
d i ffe r enc e !  

. . .  M r  H arr i s
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PUPIL PARLIAMENT
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This  t e rm  we  ar e  thr i l l e d  t o  anno unc e  that  the  chi l d r en  o f  M i l e  O ak  have  c r eat e d
o u r  f i r s t  P up i l  Parl i ament .  As  a  s cho o l ,  we  sp ent  t ime  l earning  ab o u t  c i t i z enship
an d  d emo c racy  an d  how  the s e  ar e  a  vi t a l  p ar t  o f  the  U K  p arl i ament .  We  l earnt
ab o ut  mani fe s t o s  an d  how  they  can  he lp  yo u  cho o s e  an  M P .  The  chi l d r en -  from
Year  Two  t o  Year  Five -  then  wro t e  the i r  own  mani fe s t o s  an d  from  the s e  an  M P  was
d emo c rat i ca l l y  e l e c t e d  for  each  c l as s .

O u r  vi s ion  i s  t o  ens u r e  that  each  an d  eve r y  chi l d ’ s  vo i c e  in  the  s cho o l  i s  hear d .

Thro ugh  r e g ul ar  c l as s  d i s c uss ions  an d  Parl i ament  me e t ings ,  we  a im  t o  us e  the
p owe r  o f  p up i l  vo i c e  t o  ra i s e  i s s u e s  that  wi l l  make  p o s i t ive  chang e s  t o  o u r  whol e
s cho o l  communit y .

Lo ok  o u t  on  s o c i a l  me d i a  an d  the  we b s i t e  for  up dat e s  on  what  o u r  Parl i ament  an d
the  p up i l s  o f  M i l e  O ak  achi eve  ove r  the  coming  year !

 M rs  H i l l s

Watch 
this space!



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
A u t u m n  1  R e l i g i o u s  F e s t i v a l  C a l e n d a r
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NEXT HALF TERM
P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e
a n d  s e l e c t  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  y e a r  g r o u p
t o  v i e w  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o v e r v i e w
f o r  t h e i r  y e a r :
w w w . m i l e o a k s c h o o l . c o . u k / y e a r -
g r o u p s .  

T h i s  d e t a i l s  w h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e
l e a r n i n g  i n  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h i c h  t o p i c s
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  c o v e r ,  t h e
c u r r i c u l u m  m a p s  s h o w  t h e  k e y
s k i l l s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t .  
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Top ics  for  Aut umn  1  

R e c ep t ion  -  H e r e ’ s  Lo ok ing  A ro un d  M e  

Year  1  -  O ut  an d  Ab o ut  

Year  2  -  Lon don' s  Bu rning  

Year  3  -  The  St one  A g e  

Year  4  -  The  Tu dors  an d  Expl or e r s  

Year  5  -  A nc i ent  G r e e ks  

Year  6  -  Vi k ings  

C or e  R ead ing  Text s  for  Aut umn  1  

R e c ep t ion :  Mon key  an d  M e  an d  O wl  Bab i e s :
Oh  D ear  

Year  1 :  On  Su d d en  H i l l ,  R uby ' s  Worr y  an d
Town  Mo us e  C o unt r y  Mo us e  

Year  2 :  The  G r eat  Fi r e  o f  Lon don -  350 th
A nnive rs ar y  E d i t ion  an d  Vl a d  an d  the  G r eat
Fi r e  o f  Lon don  

Year  3 :  The  St one  A g e  H unt e r s  G athe r e r s  an d
Wo ol ly  M ammo ths

Year  4 :  K ings ,  Q u e ens ,  Sc r ib e s  an d  Fe rr e t s  

Year  5 :  P e rcy  Jacks on  an d  the  L i ght ening
thi e f  

Year  6 :  B e ow ul f  an d  Vi k ing  Boy  

https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/
https://www.mileoakschool.co.uk/year-groups/


September
Wed 03.09.25 INSET Day

Thurs 04.09.25 INSET Day

Fri 05.09.25 Little Oaks Nursery Closed

Fri 05.09.25 Children return to school

Fri 05.09.25 Reception 2025/26 new starters parent consultations

Mon 08.09.25 Year 6 - Blackland Farm Trip 3:30pm

Tues 09.09.25 Year 5 Greek workshop

Mon 15.09.25 World Afro Day - Year 6  world record attempt

Wed 17.09.25 Year 2 Great Fire of London workshop

Thurs 18.09.25 Year 6 Viking workshop

Thurs 18.09.25 to 23.10.25 Year 5 - Rowan class swimming

Wed 24.09.25 Year 1 - Parent presentation 8Welcome to Year 19

Thurs 25.09.25 Year 3 visit forest school

Fri 26.09.25 Year 4 visit Hampton Court Palace

October
Fri 24.10.25 Last day of term

TERM DATES 2025 - 2026
Aut umn  Te rm :

S ep t emb e r  5 th  2 0 2 5  -  D e c emb e r  1 9 th  2 0 2 5
( H al f  t e rm  We e k :  O c t ob e r  27 th  -  O c t ob e r  3 1 s t )

INSE T  D ays  ( s cho o l  c l o s e d  t o  chi l d r en )  S ep t emb e r  3 r d / 4 th

Sp r ing  Te rm :
Janu ar y  7 th  2 0 2 6  -  M arch  27 th  2 0 2 6

( H al f  Te rm  We e k :  Fe b r u ar y  1 6 th  -  Fe b r u ar y  2 0 th )
INSE T  D ays  ( s cho o l  c l o s e d  t o  chi l d r en )  Janu ar y  5 th / 6 th

Summe r  Te rm :
Ap r i l  1 4 th  2 0 2 6  -  Ju ly  2 2 n d  2 0 2 6

( H al f  Te rm  We e k :  M ay  2 5 th  -  M ay  2 9 th )
INSE T  D ays  ( s cho o l  c l o s e d  t o  chi l d r en )  Ap r i l  1 3 th



MILE OAK
SAFEGUARDING TEAM
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COMMUNICATION
We have received excellent feedback regarding our new communication protocol for staff and parents. All
communication is logged by the admin team and tracked for a response. 

Whilst it can sometimes feel simpler to grab a teacher at the end of the day, this means staff are not able to
supervise children who they are releasing to parents. Before school, it is vital that teachers can fully prepare for
the day ahead and many of them run early morning interventions. In addition, our wonderful admin team track
communication which means it does not get lost in a busy email inbox or become a forgotten question at the end of
the school day.

Once initial communication has been made, staff will respond within 2 working days. If a face-to-face meeting is
required, the relevant member of staff will make an appointment for a mutually convenient time. 

The Admin team are very happy to take calls, emails or even messages in the postbox out side of the reception
area and will ensure your query, concern or compliment is passed on to the correct members of staff. 

For further information on our communication protocol, please visit our website.

Mile Oak Primary School, Graham Avenue,
Portslade, BN41 2WN

01273 077114

office@mileoak.brighton-hove.sch.uk http://www.mileoakschool.co.uk
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