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This  has  b e en  a  fant as t i c  t e rm  in  Year  4  an d  the  chi l d r en  have  r ea l l y  s e t t l e d  down

int o  b e ing  r e sp ons ib l e ,  g rown - up  l earne rs .  

We  have  cont inu e d  o u r  t op i c  o f  The  Tu dors  an d  t aken  i t  fu r the r  by  l earning  ab o ut

expl or e r s  an d  o the r  imp or t ant  Tu dor  f i g u r e s .  Thi s  has  inc l u d e d  S i r  Franc e s  D rake

an d  the  r enowne d  pl ay wr i ght ,  Wi l l i am  Shake sp ear e !  We  a l s o  b e came  expl or e r s

o u rs e lve s  when  we  went  on  an  exp e d i t ion  up  So uthwick  H i l l  w i th  a  Nat ional  Tr us t

rang e r.  We  l earne d  that  the  ar ea  i s  p ro t e c t e d  s o  when  they  b u i l t  the  A 27 ,  they  ha d

t o  d i g  thro ugh  the  hi l l  t o  make  the  So uthwick  Tunne l  ins t ea d  o f  c u t t ing  thro ugh  i t .

We  a l s o  l earne d  ab o u t  the  nat u ra l  hab i t a t s  o f  the  l o ca l  b i r ds .  

We  have  r ea d  t wo  b o oks  thi s  t e rm ,  ‘ A  M i ds umme r  Ni ght ’ s  D r eam ’  an d  ' My  O the r

L i fe . '  Bo th  s t or i e s  insp i r e d  s ome  fab ul o us  wr i t ing .  The  mag ica l  fa i r y  k ing dom  o f  A

M i ds umme r  Ni ght ’ s  D r eam  was  the  s e t t ing  o f  o u r  own  mys t i ca l  j o u rney  thro ugh  the

wo o ds  an d  d i s cove r ing  a  pl ac e  fu l l  o f  mag ic  an d  won d e r.  ‘ My  O the r  L i fe ’  expl or e s  an

al t e rnat ive  l i fe  thro ugh  a  s wi r l ing  p or t a l .  The  chi l d r en  pl anne d  o u t  the i r  ve r y  own

p or t a l  s t or y !  The  chi l d r en  tho ught  car e fu l l y  ab o u t  how  t o  make  the i r  wr i t ing

exc i t ing  an d  d e s c r i p t ive .  We  we r e  r ea l l y  imp r e ss e d  with  the  s t or i e s  they  p ro duc e d

an d  en j oye d  r ea d ing  them .  

In  s c i enc e,  the  chi l d r en  s t ar t e d  t o  ob s e r ve  i c e  p o l e s  c l o s e ly  an d  p r e d i c t e d  what

mi ght  hap p en  t o  them  du r ing  the  day .  Eve r y  t wo  ho u rs ,  we  che cke d  them  by  we i ghing

them  an d  meas u r ing  the i r  t emp e rat u r e .  By  home  t ime,  o u r  i c e  han ds  ha d  a l l  me l t e d

an d  the r e  was  no thing  b u t  a  p u d d l e  o f  l i qu i d !  Thi s  inve s t i ga t ion  was  o u r  s t ar t ing

p o int  for  l earning  ab o ut  s o l i ds ,  l i qu i ds  an d  gas e s .  P e rhap s  yo u r  chi l d r en  co ul d  f in d

exampl e  o f  s o l i ds ,  l i qu i ds  an d  gas e s  in  the i r  home ?  

For  R E ,  the  chi l d r en  en j oye d  the  as s emb ly  whe r e  Fathe r  D avi d

vi s i t e d  us  an d  expl a ine d  the  Nat ivi t y  St or y  fu r the r  for  us .  We

al s o  l earne d  that  the r e  ar e  many  conne c t ions  t o  the  O l d

Te s t ament  fo l l owe d  in  Ju da i sm .  

The  chi l d r en  have  cont inu e d  t o  amaz e  us  with  the i r  t ime s  t ab l e

d e d i cat ion .  They  a l l  j o in  in  b r i l l i ant l y  with  the  c l as s  co unt ing

s t i ck  an d  i t  has  b e en  r ea l l y  imp r e ss ive  t o  s e e  the i r  p ro g r e s s  on

TTRS .  The  chi l d r en  ar e  b e g inning  t o  wor k  up  the  l eve l s  an d  we

have  s e en  many  awar d e d  with  ‘ Ro ck  H e ro ’  thi s  hal f  t e rm .  Ke ep

up  the  har d  wor k ,  Year  4 !  
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