
At  the  s t ar t  o f  the  t e rm ,  Year  Five  we r e  inc r e d ib ly  l ucky  t o  have  exp e r i enc e d  an

A nc i ent  G r e e k  enr i chment  day .  The  day  was  fi l l e d  t o  the  b r im  with  ac t ivi t i e s  a ime d  a t

inc r eas ing  the i r  knowl e dg e  o f  A nc i ent  G r e e c e .  The  chi l d r en  pl aye d  a  s t ra t e g y  game,

compl e t e d  a  fac t  f in d ing  qu i z  an d  l earnt  ab o u t  myths  from  the  e ra .  E ach  c l as s  a l s o

p ar t i c i p at e d  in  an  A nc i ent  G r e e k  comp e t i t i on ,  whe r e  Athens  an d  Sp ar t a  comp e t e d

aga ins t  each  o the r.  They  we r e  a l s o  ab l e  t o  exp e r i enc e  what  b a t t l e  a t t i r e  the  G r e e ks

wo ul d  have  worn  as  we l l  as  the  weap ons  they  wo ul d  have  us e d  du r ing  thi s  t ime.  The

chi l d r en  l ove d  thi s  exp e r i enc e  an d  i t  has  i gni t e d  a  p ass ion  for  the i r  t op i c  thi s  t e rm .

L in k ing  t o  the i r  A nc i ent  G r e e k  hi s t or y  t op i c  i s  o u r  fant as t i c  c l as s  t ext  –  P e rcy  Jacks on

an d  the  L i ghtning  Thi e f  –  which  has  r ea l l y  cap t u r e d  the  chi l d r en ’ s  imag inat ions  an d

has  t aught  us  ab o u t  P e rcy ’ s  s t r ug g l e s  an d  d e t e rminat ion  t o  s uc c e e d  in  hi s  mis s ion .  We

have  us e d  thi s  b o ok  t o  insp i r e  o u r  wr i t ing  an d  the  chi l d r en  have  wr i t t en  an d  p ub l i she d

thr e e  won d e r fu l  p i e c e s ;  a  l e t t e r,  a  charac t e r  d e s c r i p t ion  an d  s e t t ing .  They  sho ul d  a l l  b e

ve r y  p ro u d  o f  the  har d  wor k  they  have  p u t  int o  the i r  wr i t ing  s o  far  in  Year  5 .

We  have  b e g un  o u r  maths  c u rr i c u l um  thi s  year  by  l o ok ing  a t  pl ac e  va l u e  an d  mor e

sp e c i fi ca l l y  l o ok ing  a t  s even - d i g i t  who l e  numb e rs  an d  the  va l u e  o f  the i r  d i g i t s .  The

chi l d r en  have  wor ke d  ext r emely  har d  on  thi s  t op i c ,  which  wi l l  fe e d  int o  the  r e s t  o f  the

mathemat i ca l  conc ep t s  that  they  wi l l  cove r  thi s  year.  We  have  a l s o  l earnt  ab o u t  s ome

famo us  anc i ent  G r e e k  mathemat i c i ans !

In  s c i enc e,  the  chi l d r en  have  b e en  l o ok ing  a t  a  rang e  o f  l i fe  cyc l e s .  Fi r s t ,  we  l o oke d  a t

how  a  pl ant  can  r ep ro duc e  by  i t s e l f  an d  t o  t e s t  thi s  we  have  p u t  sp r ing  onions  int o

wat e r  an d  b ul b s  int o  s o i l  t o  ob s e r ve  them  ove r  t ime.  The  chi l d r en  have  b e en  me sme r i s e d

by  the  onion ’ s  ab i l i t y  t o  g row  on  i t s  own  an d  we  have  b e en  r e cor d ing  o u r  f in d ings  on  a

we e k ly  b as i s .  The  chi l d r en  have  a l s o  b e en  l earning  ab o ut  the  l i fe  cyc l e s  o f  amphib i ans ,

r ep t i l e s ,  b i r ds  an d  mammal s .
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